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T R A V E L S 

I NTO THE 

INTERIOR PARTS 

A F R I C A- 



CHAPTER I. 



ACCOUNT OF THE G0NA(QTA1«, THEIR 

ORIGIN, &C. MESSENciERS FROM THEIR 

CHIEF— ^THE AUTHOR PREPARES TO VISfkT 
HIM — PECULIARITY OF HIS DRESS 
DESCRIBED. 

IN the thirty-fix hours that I paffcd 
among the Gonaquais; I had time to 
make feme ufeful obfervations on their 
manners and fpeech: I remarked that they 
clucked With their toftgues like the other 
Hottentots^ ( I will hereafter explain the 
Vol. II. B man- 
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2 TRAVELS XN AFRICA, 

manner of this clucjking, and how it 
varies), and, though their language is very 
fimilar, mypeople could not always under- 
ftand them. .: ; 

They alfo HiiTerfed fr<»n my Hottentots 
by the darknefs of their complexions ; 
their nofes were not fo flat ^ they were 
much taller and better proportioned; and 
in a word, had a rhorp agreeable appear- 
ance and deportment* The plates o&Narina 
and the young Gonaquaisy faithfully taken, 
may give fome idea of their J)ei:fohs. 



When they apcoft any one they preiimt 
their hand, faying' T'^^^^ (Ifelttte ydtf). 
This word and ceremony is alfo ufed 
dmong the Caffresy but not among thofe 
properly called Hottentots. 

' The affinity of cuftoms, manners, and 
difpofitions, the neighbourhood of tiaffi^ 
fm-iUi and the infight that I afterv^ards' 

received. 
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TRAVELS IN ARICA. • 3 

received, convinced ifto Aat the Hdords 
of the Oonaquaisi which refemble equally 
the Caffris and HottenUts muft haVe 
been originaU^ the produce of dioie two 
nations^ 

The dte& of the Gvnaquais men^ 
though better contrived and arranged, has 
the fame form with that of the Hotten^ 
t0ts, but as the firft ire of a more elevated 
ftature, it is not with the ikins o*f fheep, 
but with thofe of calves that they make 
their cloaks, whidh are all called Krofes, 
Some among then! wear on tlieir neek a 
bit of ivory or very white (beep's bone^ 
vtrhich, contrafted with the colour of i^at 
ikins, has a ^^^^ efied:^ 

When the faeat is eitceffive^ they take 
oflF all their covering but their Jackals^ 
which is a |)kce of {kin of th^ animal ib 
muned, and hangt from diek gi^dles.^ 

B 2 The 
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4- TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

The woitoen take a great deal more 
trouble dian the men in regard to drefs; 
diey alfo wear the Krosy but their aprons 
are larger^ and wrought with a good deal 
of ikill; in very hot weather they only 
wear this laft habiliment, and a ikin that 
' defccnds from the toins to the calf of their 
legs., / r 

. Young girls, until nine years old, go 
abfolutely naked ; after that age . Aey wear 
an apron. 

.'^ It was night when the Hottentot that 1 
fent vnxhHaabas returned from.the J3iw?r^; 
he was accompanied by two Gdnaquais, 
who brought me a fat ox, which their chief 
entreated me to accept. Narma, to remind 
infepf my- prdmife, fent riie a balket of 
gbat'S milk,* which fhe knew I was very 
fond of. Her fifter had fcen the prefents 
ihe had receiye4, and regretted that flic 
had not likewife vifited my camp : this I 
: ' was 
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TRAVELS 114 AFRICA. 5 

was told by one of the meflengers of 
Hadbasy who likewife brought the thanks' 
of her mother for the prefent I had fent 
her. With the ox I alfo received fbme 
fheep, I regaled the meflengers with to- 
bacco an4 brandy, one of them refembled 
Narma^ I thouo^t it was her brother, 
but he proved to be only her coufin : his, 
features were at once manly and pleaiing, 
his height and form unexceptionable, he 
was altogether the handibmeft favage I 
had eyer feenj and from him I received 
more information than even from Haahas i 
he told me that before the war with the 
Caffresy their Hoord contained but one 
family, of which th»e grandfather of iST^- 
rina vras the lafl chief. After his death 
it had long remained without a comman- 
der, but war having broke out, the 
Hoord of Haabasy (who dwelt on the 
borders of a river near the feat of adion) 
came and joined themt At firft the arrival 
of Haabas had occalioned a great deal 

B3 of 
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6 TkAVfiLSINAI^RICA. 

of difcontent, as the Hpord would not 
^ acknowledge him, fajdng they had a right 
to chule a chief, and it was not juft a new 
comer fhould exa<ft obedience in z Hoard 
that had only permitted his fettlement 
among them : this difference pf opinion 
caufed long quarrels, and fome bloodflied ; 
at length the common intereft having 
obliged them to join againft a precipitate 
attack pf tht Cqffres, the prudent and 
cjourageous cppdud of Haabas (who had 
repijlfed the enemy) made them unani- 
moufly eleft him chief of both Hoards^ 
and now, by their intermarriages* and ftri(3: 
friendfhip,- it was confidered but as one. 

My brandy began to* operate on the 
young Gonaquais^ whofe. details were in- 
exhauftiblei ^nd it was one o'clock before . 
% retired to reft; recommending to my 
people to follow my example* as I intended 
going out tp IhoQt birds at day break. 

I rofe 
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TkAVELS IN AFRICA. ^f 

1 rofe with the fun, the couiin oi Na^ 
rma aiked leave to follow me, it was fuch 
a pleafure, as he expreffed it, to fee me fire 
my gun, which was to him a phoeno*- 
menon he could not acccount for i I gave 
him my carbine to carry, as we* might 
chance to nMet (bme larger game. 

The curiofity of -^^/r^(> (that being his 
name) was not eafily fatisfibd, we drew 
Tiear to a volturt that had fettled on the 
point of a rock, toy firft (hot wounded, 
the fecond killed it ; the comrades of 
Amiroo on their return to the Hoord had 
lold him, I could fire a number of times 
together, but judging of my arms by his, 
he coidd not conceive it poffible that the 
lame arrow (hould wound twice, he was 
ftrang^y furprifed to hear .the fecond 
report, and to fee the b4rd dead; how 
much did he wifh tp poffefs fuch* a wea- 
pon, to ufe in battle againft the Caff res! 
His manner^ his voice, in expreifing this 

B4 wifh 
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8 . TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

wlihy convinced me that if man is hot the 
ftrongeft, he is the.nobleft» and moft 
courageous of creatures. He afked me why 
.the colonifts had not guns ? The queftion 
though pertinent, was unanfwerable. 
Before my arrival they had not even feen 
any; and in the cduntries I travelled 
through, at ^diftance from the Cape, it 
was fpoke of as a cariiioty vntHout parallel. 
In my converfation with Afniroo I £:>uhd 
he thought I could fire my piece at plea- 
fure, having no idea of its requiring a 
charge; and the queftion he afterwards 
put, convinced me of this : a kite flew 
over our heads, I fired my two charges, 
the bird only took a round, and continued 
his way. Amiroo afked me why I did not 
fire until I killed it? I anfwered, the bird 
was too common, and I had no inclina- 
tion to it, befides the noife might frighten 
others which I wiihed to kill ; by this turri 
I avoided explaining what I thought it 
prudent he fhould ever be ignorant .of. I 

alfo 
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA* q 

alfo augmented the idea of fuperiority that 
favages entertain of an European. 

Among a number of other birds, I ihot 
a cuekow of a fpecies entirely unknown : 
there was*nothing remarkable in his plu- 
mage, , being almoft all over of a dark 
brown ; its notes are compofed of a num-* 
ber of founds differently accented, ind 
may be heard at a great diftance. And as 
it fings for whole hours without inter- 
ruption, it betrays itfelf to the fjportfmen; 
I have called it Criard in my Ornithology* 

Amiroo feeing me fhoot the fmall birds 
fo eafily, defired I would lend him my 
gun to try his fkill j but it did not enter into 
my plan of politics to ^ive him ufeful lef-. 
fons in that fcience. Without wanting 
to pafs for a conjuror, I wished to per- 
fuade. him by his own exp^erience, that 
there was an enormous dijflference between 
a European and a Hottentot j I therefore 

charged 
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charged my gun with powder only, and 
let him £n:e as often as he pleafed. He was 
out of patience to fee nothing fall; had I 
put in ihot he wpuld not have been more 
content, for the fear of burning his face 
made him turn away his head when he 
pulled the trigger: though I fuppofed him 
very aukward, yet I left nothing to chance ; 
f<ff had he killed a fihgle bird, my fu;()e- 
riority would have been much leScnecf, 
not CHiIy in his own opinion, but alio in 
that of the whole Hoord-, and if their opi- 
3iion did not proteft my perfon, it at leaft 
gratified my felf-love. As we returned 
to our camp we miet with a number of 
'Bubaks^ I killed one. with my carbine, it 
appeared ftrange to my companion that 
at only fifteen paces, he could not kill a 
fingk bird; he meafured with aftonifh- 
ment the diftance between us and the 
Bubalty his refleftions gave his features 
an air of forrow, I confidered him wiA 
pity J he was not aware how interefting * 

was 
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA. It 

was that fimplicity that perfuaded him of 
his inferiority to his fellow creature : long 
mayeft thou keep thy happy ignorance, 
and may I be the laft ftranger who, with 
daring ftep, (hall tread thy land and pro- 
fane thy fblitude. 

We covered the B'ubale with branches, 
and on our return fent a horfe and my 
Hottentot to fetch it. 

To amufe Amiroo'mSL his comrade, I 
employed the reft of the day in preparing 
my birds. I detained them that night, 
telling them the day following they fhould 
conduft me to their Hoord-y this intelli- 
gence occafioned the moft lively joy, and 
the evening pafled away gaily; we drank 
tea and milk before a good fire, I had one 
of the iheep killed that Haabas had fent 
me, the fupper was chearfiil. Mufic (the 
jew's-harp) was not forgotten, I gave 

two 
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12 TRAVELS IN AFRICA^ 

tw9 to my vifitors, who had feen feme I 
had given to thofe of the Hoord that had 
before vifited me, they had much wifhed 
for them but dared not dk me, in grati- 
ifying their wiflies I augjnented the friend^ 
ihip they entertained for me. 

The hour of reft arrived, I informed 
all my people of the journey on the mor-^ 
TOW, ordering Kkas to have my horfes 
rekdy at day-break. 

On my rifing I found the companion 
x£ Amiroo vf2ik gone to inform Haabas of 
m^y intended vifit. The population of the 
in^menfe d^ferts of Africa muft not be caU 
culated by the innumerable quantities of 
blacks that fwarm the weft and bwder 
the ocejm from the Canaries on the king- • 
dom of Morocco, to the environs of the 
Cape of Good Hope, there is certainly no 
proportion. Notwithftahding, the bar- 
barous navigators of Europe (by a com- 
merce 
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merce approved by a fmall number, dc^ 
tefted by the greater) have, by fpecious 
allurements. Induced the negroes to give 
up their prifoners, or thofe in their pQw-# 
er J and taught them in proportion to 
their want, to become perfidious and in- 
human. The chief has fold his fubjecSs, 
the parents their children, and nature, 
as if to furnifh them with the means for 
this unnatural traffic, has rendered them 
fruitful. 

But this execrable trade is yet unknown 
in the interior of the continent, the de- 
fert is ftfidly the defert, and it is only at 
diftances from each other, that we find 
fcattered Settlements, the people few, liv- 
ing on the fruits of the earth and th^ pro- 
duce of their cattle, and ever a long way 
from one Hoord to another; The heat 
of the climate, the fterility of the foil, 
the Scarcity of water, mountains almoft 
ia)pa0able, favagc beafts to cope. with, or 

what 
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what is poffibly worfe, the phlegmatic, 
temperament of this people may be a fUf- 
ficient reafon why a Hottentot is feldom 
©r jiever the father of fix children. 

The country of the Gonaquais which I 
was now exploring, might reckon about 
three thoufand people, on an extent of 
thirty or forty leagues, out of which thd 
Hoord oi Haabas\tht moft confiderable 
in the country) contained four hundred. 

They were not here degenerate and 
miferable Hottentots like thofe who lan-^ 
guifh in the neighbourhood of the Cape^ 
deipifing and defpifed, remembering of 
their origin but the empty name; and 
enjoying, at the price of their liberty, a 
little peace bought dearly at the expen<:^ 
of exceflive labour. 

But here I could contemplate a people 
brave and free, poflfeiBng only independ- 
ence. 
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TRAVEIS IN A^FRIOA* , I5 

cnce, jrielding to the impulfe of theil^ 
natures, which is truly pbilanthropic and 
magnanimous. 

As I would not prefent myfelf to this 
relpecSablc nation like a tired huntfman, 
who worn by hunger and fatigue is obliged 
to ftop at die firft place he can find; in 
in Ae morning I dreffed myfelf with great 
care, powdering my hair, and combing my' 
beard to make it fbt in the beft manner 
poffible: it was not a ridiculous whim, as 
has been faid, that had made me let it grow' 
for a year, (for though negligent of my 
perfon, exadl cleanlinefs was my greateft 
pleafure), the projed: was cgnceived before 
I left the Cape. As I was well informed 
of the wars between the Caffres and colo- 
nifts it was neceflary that I fhould have 
the appearance of an entire ftranger, who^ 
vifited this country from curiofity, with-' 
out any connexion with the colonifts. 
My plan focceeded, and in all the Hdbrds 

\ vifited^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



l6 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

I* vifitcd, and w4s received as a fuperior 
being. The invincible diflike I had. to 
tobacco and brandy, fo much prized by. 
the colonifts and favages, encreafed their 
aftonifliment. The knowledge of this 
favourable idea gave me anaflurance, nay, 
even infpired me with a degree of intre- 
'pidity which was of 'the greateft utiKty, 
thefe were advantages vdiich other tra- 
vellers (from not having ufed the fame 
precautions) have not enjoyed. I went 
every where without fear, and might have 
crofled the centre of Africa into Barbary 
without inquietude, had not the foil for^ 
bidden it. 

■ 
But the extremes of hunger jand thirft, 

will even be unfurmountable* barriers to 
fuch a hazardous expedition ; for in a jour- 
ney of that length, and where a number 
of defert wilds form a principal part, it, 
iriuft be abfolutely necei^ry to make a 
krgp provifion; how this is to be done, 

(in 
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TRAVELS IN AFKICA. I7 

(in countries whereof fome are totally, 
and others almpfl unknown) is a queflion 
at prefent as impenetrable as thefe unex-> 
plowed regions. 

But, to Return to my dr^fs; among 
other fuits, I had one of dark^brown with 
diamond-cut fteel buttons, this I choie 
for my vifiting habit, for the fun-beams 
reflefting on my buttons,, would make 
me an objedl of admiration to the favages ; 
under this I put a white waiftcoat, and 
in lieu of boots a pair of nankeen troufers ; 
I happened to have a pair of European 
fhoes in . my wardrobe, thofe I likewife 
put on, not forgetting my large filver 
buckles, which by chance were very fpark- 
ling; I ardently wifhed for a gold-kced 
hat, but wifhes were in vain; my troufers ► 
rendered my brilliant knee-buckles ufelefs, 
but I was refolved they fhouldjiotbe loft, 
fo made them up into a kind of clafp for 
my hat, which was decorated Vith an 
elegant plume of oftrich feathers; 

Vol. IL C The 
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The accoutrements of my horfe, di<J not 
an(Wer to the ornaments of his mafter ; 
the panther fldn, that would have been 
thought beautiful in France^ was nothing 
in the eyes of a favage ; had he been de- 
corated with even the worfl oF thofa fcar- 
kthoufings^that cover the backs of the 
horfes which pafs weekly from: Paris to 
Poifly> wJiat an obje<5t would, he have 
been for admiration ! 

I had ordered my faithful i^/^^j to at- 
tend me on horfe-^back, he had lifcewife 
adorned himfdf in the beft manner he 
could ; but wifliing to diftinguifli him, I 
gave him an oldpairof red breeches, Which 
were put on with an air of vanity, that 
fhewed the importance he received from 
this- decoration. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. 



SETS OUT ON HIS VISIT— RECEPTION BY 
THE CHIEF — ACCOMPANIES HIM TO VIEW 

• THE KRAAL— -HUMANE TREATMENT OP 
THE AGED— REMARKABLE ACCOUNT OP 
A DISEASED GONAQJJAIS— DISTRIBUTES' 
PRESENTS— RETURNS TO THE CAlrfP. 



EVERY thing being ready for our 
departure, I ordered our two huntf- 
rhen to go before with their guns, to in- 
form the Hoord of my coming ; and as 
foon as I had breakfafted fet out myfelf; 
I ftuck my poignard in my button-hole, 
a pair of piftols in my girdle, another in 
my faddle, with my double barreled gun; 
C 2 Klaas 
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20 .TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

Klaasy with the carbine,' foUowedme, four 
of my dogs in his train, and after him 
four of his fellows eicorting another that 
carried a box, which contained two red 
handkerchiefs, fome brafs rings, knives, 
and trinkets, which I intended to prefent 
the Hoord with. -dfWrc?(? marched at the head 
of our cavalcade to fhew us the way, we 
travelled by the river fide for near an hour, 
after which we quitted it. Amiroo con- 
ducted us between two high mountains, 
in a narrow pafs, whofe length and wind- 
ings could not be lefs than two leagues ; 
the end of this defile brought us again 
witl\in fix paces of the river. The coun- 
try lay open before us, and from this 
place our guide, pointing with his finger, 
fhewed me a little rife on which I law a 
Kraal \ Amiroo informed me it was that 
of Haabas. We were now at a fhort dif- 
tance from it; 1 had found the way longer 
than I expedled, for we had been three 
hours on the road. 

When 
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When I was within two hundred paces 
I fired my piece, directing four of my 
men to do the fame, the two I had fent 
before anfwered the ialute; this was to 
all the Hoord the fignal for exclamations 
of joy. I fhall not attempt to make any 
refledlions on this fcene, the feeling rea- 
der will partake the emotion it caufed in 
my heart, and will prefer a fimple and 
true to an elaborate recital.. Every one 
came out of th^^ir huts, and aflembled in 
crowds ; but as I drew nearer^ the wo- 
men, girls, and children difappeared, and 
the men were left alone with their chief, 
ivho advanced to meet me. I difinounted, 
faying Tabe^ I'abe^ to the good old man, 
at the &me time taking his hand; he 
anfwered my falute, with a warmth which 
ipoke the efFufions of a, grateful heart, 
which felt itfelf touched with a mark of 
honour he knew himfelf the objedt of. 

I w;ent through this ceremony with 
C 3 each 
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their beft ornaments, their faces were 
greafed and painted in a hundred dilFer- 
ent forms, which plainly fhewed the^pre- 
parations that had been made in the Hoord 
for my arrival. . 

Narina likewife wore the prefent I had 
made her ; but what was my furprife, 
when I faw flie had not followed the ex- 
ample of her companions, but had omit- 
ted the greafe and painting; fhe knew it 
was difagreeable to me, and though the 
omiffion mull have given her concern, 
Ihe dicprived herfelf .of it; fhe prefented 
her fifter tome, who was really pretty; 
but whether partiality made me blind, or 
the finell of the greafe difgufted me, I 
thought her not comparable to Narina. 

Haabas introduced nie.tp his wife, fhe 
was not diftinguiihable fi;om the others, 
and I found here, as is ibmetimes found in 
other places, that the fupcrior's lady (fo far 

from 
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from excelling »the reft) was both old and 
ugly ; but I was a courtier, arid therefore 
prefented her with a red handkerchief, 
which flie received- without ceremony, 
tying it immediately about her 'head, to 
thid^ prefent I added a knife and a fteel : 
but wifhing to know her tafte, and will- 
ling to fee a female favage embarrafTed in 
her choice of ornaments, I fpread my 
whole pack of beads before her, entreat- 
ing her to choofe thofe £he liked beft. I 
did not enjoy the fatisfadion I promifed 
myfelf ; for without hefitation (he feized 
on the white and red beads, the other flae 
faid were not to her liking, refembling too 
much the colour of her'lkin. I have ever 
remarked that favages in general hold 
black and blue in Uttle eftimation. J gave 
her likewife Ibme large brafs wire for two 
pair of braiceletS', tljtis laft article fhe iap- 
peared to hojd in the higheft eftima^ 

tion. ^ ^ 

Thefe 
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Thefe prefents were not feen withotit 
cri^ by the other women, who raifed 
their hands with ecftacy, declaring with; a 
loud voice their admiration, and that the 
J^ufe of Haabas was the happiefl of 
women, and the richeft ever feen in tlie 
country of the Ganaquais. 

I now diftributed the remainder of my 
beads, and I truly own that I took care 
the young' and handfome ftiould have the 
beft fhare. I gave to the men knives, 
fteels, and fome tobacco ; my intention 
in vifiting this Hoord was, that all the 
families compofing it, fliould enjoy my 
liberality, and for that purpofe, the quan- 
tity I brought was not inconfiderable. 
Haabas intreated me, in the name of feve- 
ral old men who were unable to quit their 
huts, to accompany him in paying them 
^a vifit, and I imnaediately confented to 
this propofal. 

They 
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They were all ^ited on by children^ 
from eigkt to ten years old, who gave 
them thdir food ; in fine, they had all thoie 
attentions, which age and weaknefs re- 
quire. 

This refped:ful inftitution among a fa- 
vage people, a£Fed:cd me ftrongly, and I 
exprefled my fetisfadikm to my conduftor. 

The greater part of thefe old men were 
confined by extreme age, and not by the 
infirmities that are the natural appendages 
of excefs in more civilized countries : I 
remarked with furprize, that their hair 
was not turned grey- I Was conducted 
after this into a hut at a diftance from the 
reft, it contained a miferable wretch, 
covered with fores from head to foot- I 
had Itooped at the entrance, in order to 
look in, but an infe(3ious fmell made mc 
draw back with horror ; the poor crea- 
ture^ 
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tore had lain here above a year without 
any perfon daring to approach him, fo 
iavtch did they fear the communication of 
his malady which pafled for contagious, 
his wife and two children dying of it about 
two months before;' his provifion was 
thrown in at the opening of his hut, or 
lather tomb, for he could hardly be iaid 
to be a living creature; his deplorable 
fituation infpired me with pity, how much 
did I wiih it in my power to adminifler a 
remedy. His having remained ill fo long 
convinced me it could be no mortal or con- 
tagious diftemper, as thefe are ever more 
fuddei) in their efFe£ts« 

It was in vain that I called to my re- 
Bciembrance how* at Surinam we gathered 
the balfam of capivi, and that of racajfiny 
which is, I believe, the T!qIu of the phy- 
ficians, and with only thofe helps eafily 
-cure4 our Negroes-. 

Africa 
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Africa aiForded me none^ of thofb fklu<- 
tary plants^ if they grew here I was igno- 
rant of the fpot. However^ a fudden idea 
ilrujck me, that if I could not entirely 
cure his pains^ at leaft I might relieire 
them. 

1 began, by tranquilifing thetninds of 
thefe good favages, affuring them the ma- 
lady was not contagious, neither would it 
communicate by touching the fick man^ 
much lefs by breathing the air that fur- 
rounded him; to perfuade them yet more, 
I aflured them the malady was perfe(ftly 
known to me; without this precautionj^ 
the defign I had formed would have been 
rendered abortive, an invincible prejudice 
making them dread an epidemical difor- 
der; fortunately they believed me, and 
promiied to execute my orders. I told 
diem it would be neceflary that the fick 
man ihould be rubbed with muttoft fat, 
that this innocent remedy would relax the 

ikia. 
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fkin. and enable him to move. I defired 
they \vould give him fome mats, which 
were placed under hinx ; I then propofcd 
to build a new hut, and to have him car- 
ried to it ; this adviee wa« received with 
pleafure* by my affiftarits ; not to give 
tliem time to cool, my Hottentots and 
myfclf affifted in forming the hut, which 
was foon finifhed, and fit to receive him. ' 

^ He was brought out ftretched on the 
inats, and carried to his new dwelling, 
the old one was immediately demoliflied. 
I appeared a fuperior being in the eyes 
of thefe favages, with what concern did 
they follow the poor fellow, their looks 
alternately fixed on him and me, they 
already ^ conceived hopes; that gentle 
foother of the human heart beamed in 
their countenances, and redoubled their 
compaffion ; the women entreating that 
affiftance they fuppofed me capable, of 

giving 
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giving, in ordfer to relieve his foflferings, 
and reftore him to health. 

And, indeed, there never was feen a 
more miferable object, he appeared almoft 
a fkeletcMii ill cx)vered with a fhrunk and 
parched 3(kin, which in feveral places ex- 
pofed the bones of his legs, arms, and 
fides ; the joints were fwelled. beyond mea- 
fure; infliort, it is impoffible for imagi- 
nation to form a pi<aure of greater horror 
and diftrefs. 

After the rubbing I had ordered, they 
carried him into the hut, where I re- 
commended him to the care of the whole 
Hoordi and defired he might have no 
other food than milk. 

I much doubt whether the help he re- 
ceived was fufficient to relieve him, I was 
but an indifferent phyfician, but as I 

thought 
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t|¥>ught his end inevitable^ I believed my- 
felf juftifiable in attemptijjg to relieve 
him, though the trial had even haftened 
bis diflblution. 

Indeed, to have kept him in the ftate 
he was, would have been a height of 
cruelty that even his greateft enemy could 
hardly have been guilty of. 

On returning to the dwelling of Haabas 
his wife prefentcd me with fome milk, fhc 
had likewife killed a (heep to entertain me 
and my people. I had caufed fome flices 
of meat to be broiled before the hut, but 
the horrid fpe<ftacle I had juft quitted 
continued to prefent itfelf to my imagina- 
tion, and deftroyed my appetite ; but fear- 
ful that the hofpitable iavages fhould 
think their meat difgufted me, (which 
would have been a cruel mortification), I 
forced myfelf to eat a little. 

From 
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From the place I fat I could fee my. 
people, who, lefs delicate than theif ma- 
fter, were regaling themfelvcs heartily with 
the food that had been given them, and 
were as merry as if they had been at a 
wedding, 

Dinner finifhed, I had but the neceflary 
time left to reach home before it was dark, 
I therefore took leave.of my friendly enter- 
tainers with a general Ta6e, and mounted 
followed by the whole Hoord*, being hur- 
ried in point of time I fet fpurs to my 
horfe, and in lefs than an hour Klaas and 
myfelf reached the waggons, the reft of 
my people were much later ; about twenty 
Gonaquais men and women whom curio- 
fity attached tS their fteps accompanied 
them. At any other time this vifit might 
not b€?n inconvenient, but it now happened 
that I had plenty of provifions, therefore 
what they confumed could in no wife 
derange me. 

Vol. II. D It 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



34 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

It will no doubt be fuppofed that gentle 
Narina was anK)ng the nun^berj but what 
afterwards furprifed me was, flbe had 
fo well concealed hertej^", that it was only 
on the morrow, I learned from herfelf, 
when fhe arrived. 

. The night was paflH in fin^ging and 
dancing, and unwilling to deprive them 
of their amufement, I could not refolvc 
to give them any interruption. 

The means of preferving over theia- 
vage that fuperiority, which the prefump- 
tuous European evef claims, is not (as 
has been believed) to intimidate and fpread 
difmay ; fuch weak fyftems could only be 
formed by the temerity of% fool, or exe- 
cuted by a paltroon at the head of his 
guards ; who, by means of his power, 
enads harih and imperious laws. 

I am convinced we fhould npt require 

of 
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of thefe JK^n of nztxirp iacriftces top pain- 
ful, foj: |?y prudentjy moderating our de- 
fires we frequently gain more thaij wh^n 
we grafp at every (thing with a greedy 
avidity : the only way to gain their friend- 
ship^ is t9 nuke ourfelves beloved ; with 
^efe ideas it may be eafily fuppofed I do 
not believe there is a country Co defert or 
^e kno^n, but I could prefent njyfelf 
fn ijt wi&oujt fear ; diftruft is the caufc 
of barbarity among the favages, if an a(3: 
can be fo termed, whofe principle only 
te^ds to deft^oy thofe who invade ^ejur 
property, a»d 4$j[lrpy thejlr peace. 

I h^ not bee^ able to' deep the wbt>le 
night ; I rofe at day-break — ^what was my 
furprize to behoid Narinaf She appeared 
more embarraffed, miore timid than ufual : 
it was now (as I have before obferved) , 
that ihe informed me (he had arrived with 
the refl the evening before. 

D 2 I gently 
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I gently reproached her for having con- 
cealed herfelf from me, and inti;eated her 
to tell me the, reafon of it ; but nbtwith- 
ftanding my moft preffing inftances I could 
obtain no pofitive anfwer, fo obftinately 
did fhe adhere to her refolution of c6n- 
cealment ; in a word, as if fhe had feared 
all at once to have been too fanguine in 
her Jiopes, fhe became more fearful on 
perceiving the fufpicions and inquietudes, 
which I experienced on her account. 
This ingenuous referve increafed my af- 
fection. The coffee was jufl prepared, 
^nd Narina partook of it with me. 

The whole day was fpent in dancing 
and merriment. On the morrow curiofity 
brought in their turns the whole Hoord 
to my camp ; they were coming and going 
in every diiredion, from morning to night 
without intermiflion. This fpe<9:acle was 
very pleafing to me ; it was the charming 
pidture pf a village hoUiday, and I received 
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my vifitors with the utmoft cordiality. I 
enquired after the invalid, the account 
they gave of him was very agreeable to me. 
I was affured that he never ceafed to meji- 
tion me with tears of gratitude. 

He was ftill in pain^ but how much was 
his condition altered ! What comfort did 
he receive from the jieceflaries with \?^hich 
I had furnifhed him ! — He now, at leaft^ 
enjoyed the confolation of feeing ahd con- 
verfing with his fornier companions, who^ 
confiding in my aflurances, made no fcru- 
pie of entering his hut, and yielding him 
their affilknce* 

Their prefence was a balm to his 
wounds, more, falutary than the moft 
emollient plants. His .fituation was fo 
defperate that I much doubt whether it 
was poffible he fhould recover, if he did, 
the cafe afforded his mind muft have con- 
tHbuted to it coiifiderably. What coulcf 
D 3, have 
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have been more difttefling, more horrible, 
than to have feen himfelf forfaken by his 
fiiehds, his neareft relatives, ind aban- 
donedlats an out-caft from fociety ? 

Every one relate;d the circumftances of 
this poor fellow as they Happened to ftrike 
hirti; and thefe accburits Were acconipa- 
nied with thanks more or lefs ardent, in 
proportion as the relators were more or 
lefs cortnefted by i^mily or friehdihip to 
the unhappy fofFerer. ' 

It was not till the afternoon of the 
fecond day, that thefe worthy Gondquak 
took leave of my camp. In order the 
more ftrongly to recommend their fiek 
countryman to their care, I afluifcd 
tjiem at parting, that I fhould look on 
the pains beftowed on him as a favour 
cbnfierred on mjriclf;. an4 I conjured Na-- 
rina in particular, to p(refent him from 
fae with a fhmli quantity of tobacco. 

Before 



Digitized by 



Google . 



tVLAVELs In AI'ftiCA. 39 

Before (he quitted me, I added fome frefh 
prefents to thofe I had already given her. 
I had not often been in this girl's company, 
yet I was feiifible of an attachment to her^ 
I was pleafed ^ith her manner; and 
her difpofition feemed to bear fuch an 
analogy with my own, that I could 
hardly perfuade myfelf our friendfhip ^yas 
of fo late a date, or that it would be fo 
fuddenly terminated; yet I fuppofed I was 
about to bid hcf ah eternal adieu ! oth?r 
cares, other purfuits demanded my atten- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER !IL 

• 



MODEST BEHAVIOUR OF THE GONA<itJAI$ 
WOMEN — SITUATION AND DESCRIPTIOK 
OF 'a kraal — account of THEIR 
DRESS AND ORNAMENTS — MODE OF 
NURSING CHILDREN. 



If T is neceflary to obferve, that the wd- 
A men of this country had not behaved 
v^ith my people like thofe who inhabit 
about the' river Gamtoos\ they conduced 
themfelves with the grealeft difcretionj 
pever coming without their men, nor re- 
maining after they had left Us. 

I con* 
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I confefs, that thefe vifits^ which were 
often long and very frequent, Jbegan to 
give me uneafinefs* I feared, with rea- 
ibn, that the refuk of them would be 
the introducing diforder among my peo- 
ple, and making them too much in love 
with amufements* Already they be- 
gan to relax in their occupations, thejr 
hunted with lefs ardour ^han formerly^ 
dancing took up all their thoughts* Thofe 
I had appointed to look after my cattle 
performed their duty with regret, and 
fufFered them to wander where.they pleajC- 
ed; others abfented thcmfelves from my 
camp the whole night j but I thou^t it 
good policy to fliut my eyes on thefe abu- 
fes, until I had an opportunity of making 
them return infenfibly to theii^duty. The 
heats at this time began to be infopporta-- 
ble ; rfie fun after having repafTed the 
equator, darted his beams on our heads 
with fuch violence, as rendered travelling 
ia the heat of the day extremely danger- 
ous; 
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.Otis ; my Very tertt at this time feemed a 
ftove, fo violently heated as fciarcely to be 
endufed. What a powerful motive was 
this to engage m* to feek the fhelter of 
fome wood, that might ward off the 
fcofching ray; but it fhould be remem- 
bered, that Kois Kraal was the rendez- 
vous appointed with that part of my train 
which I had fent to the Caff res ^ and at 
their return, had they been difappointed ' 
in meeting with me at. this place, they 
might have concluded foine accident had 
happened ; or, that tired with wait- 
ing for thcqi, I had decamped and conti- 
nued my journey : but I was too much 
concerned for the happincfs of thofe who 
attended me, to give them the uneafinefs^ 
of thinking I could abandon them. I de- 
termined therefore, to, continue where I 
was until their arrival, which I thought 
could not be at any great diftance; re- 
folving to employ this interval in endea- 
vouring to make each of my people at* 

tentive 
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tentive to the cmpld3niicnt affigned him 5 
and I reiblved to fet them an example of 
diligence myfelf. 

I never failed (in ptlrfuance of my ori-*^ 
ginal plan) to appropriate a part of each 
evening to the writing my journal, and 
marking the particulars which diftinguifli 
the diJfFerent nations of KotUntofs^ that I 
had encountered; particularly thofe fin-* 
gularities in which the Gondquais diffiar 
from all others. 

The Kraal oiHaabas is fituated at about 
four hundred paces diftance from the river 
Groot Vis J on a gentle afcent, which rifes 
imperceptibly till you arrive at the foot of 
a chain of- mountains, which are covered 
with fbrefts of very large trees. A rivukt 
crofles the Kraals and lofes itfelf in the 
river. The huts, which arc iabout forty 
in number,^ and which occupy an area of 
about fix hundred feet f<juarej^ form feveral 

half 
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half circles^ and are united with each 
other by thofe little inclofures in which 
each family keeps its calves and lambs ; 
for they never fuffer them to follow their 
dams during the day. They only fuck 
morning and evening, at which time ,they 
milk their cows and ewes. Befides thefe 
particular inclofures there are three larger 
ones, ftrongly fenced, and deftined to con- 
tam, during the night the general ftock 
of cattle belonging to the whole HoorJ. 
The form of thefe huts*is the fame with 
thofe of the Hottentots of the colonies, arid 
meaflire about eight or nine feet in dia- 
meter. Some of them are covered with 
the hides of oxen or fheep^ but more with 
mats. They have but one aperture, which 
is very' low arid narrow ; the fire is made 
in the centre of the hut, fo that the thicl^ 
finoke which defcends from it, mingled 
with the fetid finells from innumerable 
caufes, would fufFocate am European who 
iliould have the courage to. remain in it 

two 
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two minutes ; yet, cuftom has rendered 
. this bearable, perhaps comfortable to tHefe 
fiivages. It is true, they are always in the 
open air during the day, but when night 
approaches every one gains his habitation, 
where ftretched on his mat, and covered 
with a fheep's fkin,^ he^refls as content, 
and fleeps as foundly, as if repofing on a 
bed of dawn. When the night happens 
to be more cold than ordinary, they cover 
themfelves with larger fkins, fuch as they 
put over their mats to fleep on. The 
Gonaquak always have a change bf^thefa 
necelTaries. When the day appears the 
mats and ifkins are rowled up, and placed 
on one fide of the hut; and when the 
weather is fine they frequently expofe 
them to the fun and air, and beat them 
carefully, not only to free them from the 
duft, but alfo to clear them from thpfe 
infeds which abound in thofe yferm cli- 
mates, a^nd whofe company is extremely 
^agreeable 5 but with all their care they 

hayc 
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have enough to do tq prevent their m^ 
fcreafe.. 



I have before objferved that the femde 
Qonaguais have an appearance of care, and 
finery in their ornaments unknown to die 
flottentots of the colonics. There is no 
difference in the form of their habits, but 
the former wear them con&derably larger 
l3axEL they are worn by the colonifts. Their 
m{»-ons, which th^ call Neuyp Krosj de- 
scend almofl to their knees, and it is in the 
ornaments, I might £iy in the prodigious 
profufion.of embroidery, that is layifhed 
on tl^em, that .confifts the richnefs, the 
magnificence oij which thqr pride them- 
fdlvcs. It is in the arrangement of this 
apron that the tjifte and ifaiartnefs of the 
fexiale Gmaquais confifts. The fiouri^es 
and .compartments, the art with which 
the different colours are mingled and con- 
trailed, in fhort, nothing is ncgledted 
which they think will render thqm plejif- 

ing 
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Mig to the eyev Thp more their habits 
are decorated with bead$ aud fhells, the 
more fumptuous they conceive themfelves. 
They likewife ornament their caps with 
them; thefe are ufually made of the fkin 
of a Zebra J becaufe the white fiir .of that 
animal^ varied with brown or black ftreaks, 
gives a relief to their countenances; and 
(as they fey) renders their charms more 
ftriking. Glafs beads are held in the higheft 
eftimalion, and conftitute a principal part 
of their finery. They take the greateft 
cafe in the decorations of their perfons; 
bracelets, girdles, necklaces, nothing is 
forgotten, when they mean to appear full 
drclFed, which they think can add to their 
embellifhment. They likewife make a 
kind of netting to cover their legs with, 
in the form of bufkins; but thofe who 
cannot arrive at the height of magnifi- 
cence here defcribed, content themfelves 
with decorating their legs only, with the 
fame kind of rufhes their mats are made 

of. 
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of, <fr with finall thongs cut from the 
hide of ah ox and rounded with a malkt. 

This cuftom has given rife to thofe ac-« 
counts which are to be met with in a 
number of travels, (moftly copied one 
from another) where thefe people are faid 
to wrap the inteftines of the beafts they 
kill^ round their legs and arms ; and that 
they devour their ornaments when they 
begin to putrify : it is a grofs error, which 
ought to be forgotten with the books that 
have produced it. A Hottentot, perhaps, 
may have been reduced by famine, to 
make ufe of this refource to preferve his 
cxiftence; he may have eaten his fandals, 
when he could not poffibly have procured 
any other fubfiflence; but have not the 
horrors of a fiege often reduced the moil: 
civilized people to avail themfelves of the 
moft difgufting aliments ? and fhould we 
thence conclude that they were fond of. 
^hat neceffity alone would have conftrain- 
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ed them to make ufe of^ and from ^ich 
ihcy would otherwife have turned with 
the utmoft horror and difguft I 

Originally the bandages of leather, or 
rufhes, with which the Hottentots ufed to 
envelope their 4egs, were confidered as a 
neceflary prefervative againft the thorns 
and briars : they ferved likewife to fecure 
them from the bite of the ferpents, with 
which thefe parts of Africa abound ; but 
luxury has fubverted thefe inventions 
which neceffity fuggefted, and the women 
have fupplied the place of thofe ikins and 
rufhes, which were of real utHity, with 
netting and beads, which they now con- 
lider merely as an ornament. 

Thus, in the wilds of Africa, as well as 
in the more enlightened parts of the globe, 
the wifeft and moft falutary inftitutiohs, 
are in time corrupted and degraded! This 
cuftom of the Hottentots at leafl: confirms 
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ofie tmthi that vanity is the produ<5kidn 
of every climate^ and however fcantily 
nature may Have fufniflied the mean? of 
' fatisfying that paffion, w^omen will endea- 
vour to gratify it. 

Though fo much^ habituated to the 
fight of thefe Africahsi I could never 
reconcile myfelf tb die tuftcan: thsy li&vc 
of painting themfelves with a dibia&nd 
fiditulous marks and figures ; 1:6 thfe laft^ 
it appeared to me hedious ahd dHgiStftilig. 
I cannot conceive what grace th^ can 
poffibiy think they feceive from tMi &h^ 
minabie trtiftbrfi, which k ndt bniy rkite«- 
cnlous bat nafty; I have added a pktie of 
a female Hottentot in all her habiiimenb> 
and I can aflure my readers, it is by no' 
mdains exaggerated. . - 

The two ccldurs iii gifeateft eMnitleh 
aindhg'them are red arid black- The flrft 
is ail ochfer, which is fouiid k a ntimlfeir 
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of places in this country, and is prepared 
for their ufe by being ground up with 
a quantity of greafe. The black colour 
is nothing more than foot or charcoal, and 
is prepared in the fame manner. Some 
women, it is true, content themfelves with 
painting their cheeks only, but the gene- 
rality divide their faces into feveral diftindt 
compartments, and this article of embel- 
lifhment they are a confiderable time in 
completing. Thefe favourite , colours of 
the Hottentots are always perfumed with 
the powder of bucku^ which does not 
ftrike the fmell of an European with any 
agreeable fenfation, but perhaps * our 
effences, odours, and perfumes, would be 
equally infupportable to a Hottentot. At 
leail, the bucku has one advantage over 
our paftes, wafhes, and rouge; it is not 
pernicious to the fkin, and never reduces 
thofe who ufe it to confumptions. The 
Hottentot who knows nothing of mufk; 
ambergreafe, or benjamin, i^likewifeunac- 
E 2 quainted 
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quainted with megrims, fpafins, and va- 
pours. The men never paint their faces 
like the women, but they frequently inake 
ufe of a mixture pf the two colours to 
daub their upper lips; by which difpo- 
lition of it they have the fatisfadlion of 
enjoying the fmell incefTantly, The young 
lafles fometimes fuffer their lovers to apply 
this delicate mixture under their nofes ; 
this is confidered as a faVourjand gives 
the lafs fo decorated an air of friiartnefs 
which renders her extremely interefting 
in the eyes'of a young Hottentot. 

1 would not haVe my readers infer from 
what I have faid, that the female Hottentots 
are fo intent on decorating their perfons 
as to negleft thofe daily and neceflary 
occupations which their mode of living 
requires ; it is only on certain holidays, 
which ocAir but feldohi, that they fpend 
ib much of their time in drefs* 
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Separated from Europe by an immenfe 
ocean, and from the Dutch colonies by 
deferts, mountains, and dangerous rocks ; 
they are cut off from all communication 
with othjpr people, and if they have not 
arrived at our improvements, they have 
equally avoided the excefs of our depra- 
vity. When women here have the happi- 
nefs to become mothers, they apply them- 
felves more intenfely than in nibre polilhed 
countries, to the duties of their fituation;* 
nothing can poffibly exceed .the tendernefs 
and folicitude with which they nurfe and 
rear their infant offspring. From the 
time of its birth till it is able to walk, the 
child never quits the back of its mother : 
her loved burden is fattened there by 
means of two bandages, difpofed in fuch 
a manner as to prevent its fliding down 5 
they are a kind of aprons, made of the 
(kin of fome animal, and generally orna- 
mented with fhells, beads, 6cc. which, at 
the iame time that they fupport, iierve to 
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fecure the infant from the fun and wind ;* 
thefe fimplc articles are all the neceflaries 
that are requifite for a new-born infant* • 
Whether the mother is employed in 'the 
neceffary occupations of her family, or 
goes to a dance, or even when fliie par- 
takes of this amufement, her child con- 
tinues at her back, its head only is vifiblci 
it, never cries, or is peevifli, unlefs when 
it has occafion for the breaft, then the 
•mother turns it to her fide, which flje pan 
readily do without untying it. But after 
a woman has had feveral children, fhe has 
in general, no occafion to take this trou- 
ble, but gives it the nipple Under her arm 
or over her fliouldcr ; the infant hstving 
fatisfied its hunger, the liaodiefr recom- 
mences her dancing. 

When die child is fuppofed to have -ac- 
quired a fufiicient degree of flrength to 
enable it to make an attempt to walk, 
tJiey fet it on .the ground before their hut, 
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wbere» after repeated eudeavoiirs it learns 
to ftand; its ftrength encreafing, it is fbon 
aWe to walk, and in a^fhort time to fel- 
low its father or mother. This iimplc 
method, which nature herfelf feems to 
have didated, is, in my opinion, prefer- 
able to our manner of teaching children 
the uHb of their feet. The great difpro* 
portion that fuhfifts between the weight 
of an ii^ant's body, and the flrength of 
its legs, obliges it to reft the greateft part 
of its weight on the leading ftrings," which 
pafling over the breaft, ftraighten and con- 
tra<a the cheft, injure its health, and fre- 
quently render it ricketty and disfigured 
for the reft of its life. 

Never either in America or Africa have 
I feen a fingle iaftance of a native being 
either crooked legged or hunch backed ; 
it is the inhabitants of Europe chiefly who 
are fubjedt to thefe melancholy diftor- 

tions. 
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. What likewife contributes to -give the 
<;hUdren of thefe Africans that ftrength 
and aftivity for which they are remark- 
able, is the care the mothers take to ^ib 
their limbs frequently with mutton fuet ; 
even the men accuftom themfelves to this 
undtion, which renders their fkin fofe and 
flexible, and at the fame time makes them 
lefs fenfible of the impetuofity of the wind> 
or violent heats of the fun. The African 
climates are not fo favourable in their pro- 
duAions to the Hottentots as thofe of 
America arc to the Caribbeesy who have 
the advantage of the rocou^ which renders 
them a continual fervice. It is well known 
that this tree produces a kind of fruit 
whofe pod contains about fixty feeds or 
kernels, covered with an oily reddiih ikin. 
The Indian, who always goes naked, 
never fails to rub himfelf with them every 
piorning, from head to foot; this preferves 
him from being fcorchied by the rays of 
the fun, or incommoded by the ftingj of 
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the mufquitoes, and prevents the tflo 
abundant perfpiration, to which the in- 
habitants of thefe tropical regions are fub- 
jeft- 

When a Hottentot woman draws near 
the time of her ^delivery, fhe is carefulfy 
affifted by an old woman of the Hoordi 
thefe births are always happy ; the Cse- 
farian method is unknown among thefe 
iavages^ the queftion is never aiked whe- 
ther the infant Ihall be preferved at the 
expence of the mother^ if the life of one 
muil; neceflarily be facrificed, no horriUe 
diftindion could evpr fuggeft the unna- 
tural^ abominable idea of murdering the 
parent to preferve the child* 

I took great pains to enquire among 
the Hottentots whether, when a mother 
is delivered of twins, one of them is de- 
ftroycd upon the ipotj the refult of my 
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eftquiry was, that this gnnatural cuilom 
is very mrely ppjuftifed. Though a great 
cruelty, it is fuppofed to owe its rife to 
matei;nal tendernefs, the fear of not bjsijig 
able to furnifh fufEcient nourifhment for 
both, { and eonfequently feeing than pe- 
rifb), has fuggefted the expedient of ik-^ 
prificing one to the :fefety of the mother. 
The Gonaquais are totally exempt from 
this reproach, and I have even fcen fome 
among them highly offended with my en- 
quiries. But what right have we to hold 
thefe fevages in abhorrence iadifcrkninatdy, 
for a cuftom which does npt generally pre^r 
vafl, und which, as I have obferved, ^ars 
dtJeaft .tibie plaufible excufe of a preven- 
.tion? Even irj the bofom of the mofk 
enlightened nations, we have frequent in- 
Aances rf unnatural mothers, who expofe 
in the Ai:eets, imd <ibandcm to the care of 
the firft comer, their innocent and un- 
fortunate offspring. 
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They calumniate thefe peojde therefore, 
who charge thtin with a crime which they 
ds&vow and VontracHdl by their pradHce.' 
In more than one Hoord^ I have met with 
mothers who have nurfed their twins 
without any apparent inconvenience ; fome 
travellers notwithftanding, have attefted 
the exiftence of this barf>arous cuflom: 
even Mr. %>arman, fpcaking of fucking 
in^ints "who chance to lofe their mothers, 
cxprefles himfelf as follows, in the fecond, 
volume of his work : 

^* Another cuftom, not lefs horrible, 
** which has never before been remarked 
** by any audiorj, but whofe exiftence 
" among the Hottentots hzs been fully 
**. certified ; is, that when a mother hap- 
** pens to die, they bury aKve with her 
" the infent at her breaft. This very 
** year, in a place where I happened to be, * 
^* the fad which I am about to relate ac- 
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•• tually happencid. A female Hottentot 
'^belonging to diis plantation happenings 
*' to die of an epidemical fever, the other 
*^ Hottentots y^ho did not think them- 
''•felves able to bring up the female infant, 
'* or who did not care to trouble them- 
'* felves with it, had already^ wrapped it 
** up in a fheep-fkin in cmler to bury it 
*^ with its mother. Some farmers in the 
** neighbourhocxl however, prevented the 
'• accomplifhment of their defigns ; but 
** the infant expired foon after in convul-* 
** fions. 

*'.My hoflefs, who was not very youngs 
** afliired me, that about fixteen or feven- 
*' teen years before in the canton of Swel^ 
*' lenhaniy an infant Hottentot was found 
** packed up in a fkin and fattened to the 
** arm of a tree, near the fpot where his 
*' mother had been recently interred; its 
♦* life was faved, and it was brought up 
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^ by the relations of Madam Rock> but 
•* died at the age of eighteen,; the refult of ' 
" thefe examples, and feveral other infor- 
" mations which / iave received from^ the 
« colonifts, Gfr." 

We might conclude from thefe words 
of the botanift, that he had feen nothing 
of what he relates ; fince he declares here, 
as in fome other parts of his work, that 
he had thefe particulars from the colonijis. 
He was fufficiently acquainted with them, 
to Jfnow how little either their knowledge 
or memory was to be depended on ; this 
might have been a fufficient reafon to have 
(pared him the trouble of writing, and 
me of contradicting a number of iables* 
It is not from auricular tales that we 
fliould form a judgment, or eftimate of a 
people. In the moft cautious accounts 
wrote by thofe who may have had 
ample means of information, fome 
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miftakes will ariib ; but how egregioufly 
may we miflead others, when we at- 
tempt to account for, and defcribe cuftoms 
we have not been eye-witnefles of. It is to 
be obferved, that the mother of the firft 
mentioned child died of an epidemical dif-< 
temper; and is it not very poflible, that 
,the Hottmtfits had fled both from the 
corps and infant, through dread of the 
infeftion ? This . motive is fufficiently 
poVverful to make them inftantly forfake 
even their flocks, which are their greateft 
riches. The fecond child, found in the 
canton of Swillendamj niight have been 
abandoned from the fame caufe ; and un- 
til they have given me better demonftra- 
tion of the frequent practice of this bar- 
barity, I would wifli to expunge it from 
the hilloryof thefe people, the moil peace- 
ful arid compaflionate that I ever met with : 
indeed^ almoft all the accounts of thefe 
poor Africans fhould be exploded and for- 
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gotten, with the ftories of witches and 
conjurers. 

It feeins extraordinary, that writers 
have endeavoured to vilify thefe innocent 
peopkj while they have a degree of re- 
fped, equally unaccountable, for the in- 
habitants of the eaft : for example, thqy 
pafs lightly over the cuftom which the 
women of Pekin have, of expofing thofe 
children they wifh to get rid of in the 
ftreet during the night, that they may be 
cmlhed tadeath at day-break, by the car- 
riages and beafts of biifden, or devoured 
by the fwine. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MISTAKES OF FORMER AtrTHORS CORRECTED 
RE5PECTINGTHEHOTTENTOTMARRIAGES 

—MODE OF SEPARATION FONDNESS OF 

THE GONAOU AIS FOR HUNTING — DESCRIF* 
TION OF THEIR WEAPONS* 



TH E travellers of Afi^ inform ixs, 
that the lords of Thibet go in pil- 
grimage t6 Putali, the place of the grand 
Lama's refidence ; where they procure the 
excrements of this fovereign prieft, which 
Aey carry as amulets about their necks, 
an4 even mingle with their aliments* 

This 
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This ridiculous and naufeous cuftom is 
not more difgufting than that falfely at*- 
tributed to the Hottentots in the celebra- 
tion of their marriages, where thofe people 
are not bnly fiirnifhed with ceremonies, 
but even with priefts ^ which is an office 
they never had the leaft concepJtion of. 
From the difpenfer of thefe imaginary 
myfteries, the bride and bridegroom arc 
iaid to receive a ftream, which, with great 
devotion, they rub into their bodies; the 
author, I have juft bfefore cited,- is very 
much inclined to believe thefe Aaplb- 
dies, on the report only of the colonifts: 
for he fays, that ** the common accounts 
*^ refpe(fting the matrimonial rites of thefe 
** people are not deftitute of foundation, 
•• but are only praftifed in the interior p^rt 
** of the Kraals^ and never in the prefence 
^' of the colonifts/' 

Kolbpn has been very particular in his 

defcription of thefe ceremonies; and, in 
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prder to give an appearance of authen- 
licity to his relation, has prefented his 
readers with a plate defcriptive of them* 
Others^ vvrithout a knowledge of the fub- 
je<fl they have written on, have copied 
him: even to the French tranflation of 
Mr. Sparman, to which they have thought 
fit to add (by way of completing the 
fecond volume), I know npt what extradls 
from a new Syjiem of Geography. Indeed, 
I am not acquainted with a fingle account 
of theib parts of AfrxGa, hut what is dif-t 
figured with the abiurd reveries of Kolbcn; 
even the vtrork of a moft eftimable author, 
being not totally exempt from them. Thus, 
fi}r more than eighty years paft, the fame 
miftakes have been word for word re- 
peated, not only with refpe<a to their 
marriage ceremonies, but alfo in the de- 
fcription of their initiation into an order 
of knighthood, which terminates by a 
general immerfion of the knight. 

But„ 
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But^ I dwell too long on thefe details^ 
though I wiih to render a juft acbount, 
not only of the objedks I encountered^ but 
alfo of the reflections they gave rife to j 
and I thought that marking the errors of 
former writers might be of as great utility 
as pointing xay readers to new difcoveries* 

At about twelve or thirteen, a Hotten^ 
tot girl is marriageable ; when th<f firft 
youth that can gain her aflfedlions, readily 
obtains the confent of her parents. 

In a country where there is no differ-^ 
cnce in birth or rank, every inhabitant is 
neceflarily on an equality. Luxury and 
vanity (which in more polifhed countries 
confume the largeft fortunes) create a 
thoufand unhappy diflindions, entirely 
unknown to thefe favages ; their deiires 
are bounded by real wants, nor are they 
excluded from the means of gratifying 
them ; and thefe means may be^ Ind are 
F 2 cffcc- 
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cfFciftually purfued by all : thus,~the vari- 
ous qbmbinations of pride for the aggran- 
difement of families, all the fchemes for 
heaping fortune on fortune in the fame 
coffer, being utterly unknown, no . in- 
trigues are created, no oppreffions prac- 
tifed, in fine, no crimes inftigated. Parents 
have not a fingle motive which can tempt 
them tso oppofe thofe fentiments of pre- 
dilection, which their children may form 
for one objefi; in preference to another. 

Thefe marriages founded on reciprocal 
inclination have ever a happy iflue ; and 
a^ love is their only cement, they require 
no other motive for parting than indiiFer- 
ence; this however is by no means fre- 
quent,, for in thefe peaceful and innocent 
abodes their unions are more durable than 
many, might fuppofe them, A lively and 
mutual affeiftion ufually fubfifts between 
the wedded pair; and the ,love of their 
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children renders them every day more dear 
and neceiTary to each other* 

The formalities, then, of thefe mar- 
riages confift in the promifes made by each 
party, to live together as long as they may 
find it convenient : the engagement made,. . 
the young couple from that moment are 
man and wife. They then kill fome fheep, 
fometimes an ox, to celebrate this little 
holiday ; the parents on both fides fumifti 
the young couple with fome cattle, they 
immediately apply themfelves to the con- 
ftruftion of a hut, forming an inclofure, ' 
and in getting together their little flock 
of neceflfaries, where, as I have hinted 
before, they live together as long as har- 
mony fubfifts between them : for fhould 
any diflFerence arife, which is not likely to 
fubfide, they make no fcruple of fepara- 
tion, but part with as little ceremony as 
they met, and each one free to form 
F 3 other 
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Other conncffcions, feeks elfewhere a itnorc 
agreeable partner. 

Juftice certainly prefcribes that the 
efFedts of the married pair in thefe in- 
ftances fhould be equally divided, but 
fliould the hufband in his quality of ma- 
fter infift on retaining the whole, the wife 
never fails to find thofe who will aflert 
and defend her right ; her family interefls 
itfelf, nor are the friends of the man idle, 
fo that fometimes the whole Hoard is in a 
^ment ; in the end they come to blows, 
and as in all other places, the conquerors 
give laws to the vanquifhed. The mother 
always has the care of the younger child- 
ren; efpecially if they are girls ^ while 
the boys who are able to follow their 
father, are fure to belong to him. Thefe 
difagreements I muft again obferve, are 
very rare ; and it is equally worthy of re- 
mark, thu^ they have no known law or 
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^ftabliihed cuftom^ to which they can refer 
for the termination of their diii[erences,-«- 
Every thing that Kolben has advanced of 
their courts of juftice, their manner of 
proceeding in civil afiairs^ the account 
of the fuperior council of the nation^ their 
priibns^ public aifemblies, in a word, aU 
thofe inftitutions which indeed have no 
correfpondence with the appellation of 
favage^ (fince a people thus governed dif«> 
fer from us only in their colour and di^ 
mate), fhould be confidered in the £uii€ 
light with the reft of his affertions^ 

I never either faw or heard of any quar<^ 
rel being attended with a murder j but if 
this misfortune ihould happen, the £imily 
to whom the unhappy vi<Slim belonged, 
would certainly require that the law of 
retaliation fhould be put in force, the 
whole Hoard would join to punifl^ fuch 
an atrocious crime, tod the aflaiSin would 
F 4 be 
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be conftrained, if he would efcape death, 
to feek his fafety by a precipitate flight. 

Though poligamy is not repugnant to 
the cuftoms of the Hottentots y it is by no 
means common among them ; they may 
take as many wives as they pleafe, but 
whether from a love pf peace, or any 
othfer motive, that number feldom ex- 
ceeds one. Women are never known to 
cohabit with two men; nature, that would 
ever have a father able to afcertain his own 
offspring, has wifely planted in the heart 
of a female Gonaquaisy an invincible hor- 
ror for fuch infanious proftitution. Nay, 
fo difgufting is it to thefe people, that g 
'hufband on the knowledge of the moft 
trifling infidelity of his wife, might kill 
her without fear oj' incurring the reproach 
of the HoorJ. 

It will be remembered that this remark 
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bears fome exceptions ; t allude to the 
familiarity with which the firft Hottentots 
came amongft my people ; but the reader 
ihould_ alfo recoUeft, that they dwelt 
nearer the colonifts, where the force of 
example is dangerous ; and it would be 
next to miraculous to fee among thefe 
half favages conjugal faith, firm againft 
the fbUcitation and artful addrefTes of aa 
European ; one of thefe women thus di^ 
ftinguifhed, looks on her hufband widi, 
haughtinefs and difguft, while he is foon 
appeafed, and eafily cbnfoled by fome 
trifling prefents ; but even that precaution 
is fbmetimes ujfelefs ; for by an altera- 
tion of their primitive manners, they arc 
fcarcely fufceptible of jealoufy, much lefs 
of its attendant horrors. 

The Gonaquai is not fo particular in 
his drefs as the women : it has beeri faid, 
that in the wiiiter feafon he wears the 
hairy fide of his Kros inward 5 that during 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 TRAVELS IN AFRICA* 

the heats fie turns it; the thing is poili^ 
Wc, and totally indifferent: but they have 
always one without hair, and which re- 
quires infinite pains in the preparation. 

I have before remarked,, ihat the Gona-^ 
fuais are much taller than the Hottentots 
of the colonies, and that their Kros is 
made of a calf fkin: indeed, it is rarely 
that cMie fkin anlwers the purpofe ; as they 
make it fuller^ by adding to each fide a 
piece, which is fcwed on with thread, 
made from the entrails of animals: this 
fcam is fewed in the manner of thofe made 
by our fhoe-makers. To make holes> 
the favage ufes a bit of iron; if he cannot 
procure . if, he contents himfelf with a 
piece of bone : thofe of oflrich's legs are 
the hardeft, and mofl efleemed. They 
have two ways of drefling their fkins ; 
when it is frefh, they wrap it up with the 
hair inwards, leaving it for two days tmtil 
it begins to ferment -, this is the proper 

time 
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time fer taking off the hair, which fepa* 
rates without much trouble; they thtn 
give it a kind of preparation by rubbings 
after which it is left for a day or two co- 
vered with the leaves of the Hottehtot fig 
v^ell macerated; this operation finiihed, 
they take away all the fibres and flefhy 
parts that remain ; at length, after being 
again well rubbed with mutton fat,, it re- 
quires great foftnefs and flexibility ; there 
is not much diiFerence between this me- 
thod and that ufed by the furriers and tan- 
ners of Europe; yet, though the jEfo«^/i- 
tots are very expert in preparing their 
Ikins, they are not comparable to ours. 

If the fkin is fufFered to dry before it 
iias been prepared, or has been preferved 
with the hair on, and the favage, in de- 
fault of another, wiflies to convert it into 
a Kros for fummer, the work requires a 
diflferent procefs, which is very tediou?. 
With the rib bones of a fheep, they form 

a kind 
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a kind of fciflars which are made as fharp 
as poflible; this inftrument is managed 
with great fkill, and brings the hair out 
by the roots without damaging the leather, 
but thfe work requires infinite pains and 
addrefs. 

The Gonaqualy (except in very cold or 
rainy weather) goes bare headed; his hair 
is ufually adorned with beads, or feathers % 
fome I have feen ufe bits of cut leather 
for this purpofe, others having killed fome 
iinall quadruped, inflate the bladder, 
which they faften as a kind of aigrette 
on their foreheads. 

In general they wear fandals, which 
they faften with leather thongs; they al- 
fo ornament their legs and arms with 
bracelets of ivory 5 but thefe are not io 
much valued as thofe of thick brafs wire ; 
thefe they take great 'pains with, rubbing 
'. them 
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them often, until tliey are extremely well 
polimed. 

^ They are fond of hunting, and have 
great fkill in it ; independant of the fnares 
fpread for large game they lay wait for, 
and attack them with their Ajfaygay^ or 
flioot them with empoifoned arrows ; thefe 
two are the only weapons they ufe :- an 
animal wounded with the latter, foon feels 
the effedt of the poifon which coagulates 
the blo6d ; though an elephant thus 
wounded, has Ibmetimes been found dead 
twenty or thirty leagues diftant from the 
fpot where he received the mortal blow. 

As foon as the animal is dead, they cut 
off the wounded part, which they confi- 
der as dangerous, but the reft is not in. 
any .manner infedled by the poifon. I 
have often partook of thole meats with- 
out experiencing the fmalleft inconveni- 
ence ; but I muft confefs, I (hould not 

have 
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have been fond of doing this when the 
poifon had remained in the animal fbme 
time. The firft time I infpedted their 
arrows, 1 did not fuppofe them fuch 
deadly weapons ; they are neither fo long 
nor wound at fuch a diftance as thofe the 
Caribbees ufe in America ; but even their 
fmallnefs renders them more dangerous; 
for, when fhot, it is impoflible for the 
eye to perceive their flight, confequently, 
there is no means to avoid them, and the 
fmalleil: wound is always mortal, if the 
poifon reaches the blood; the only remedy 
is a fpeedy amputation of the wounded 
part, if in the limbs ; but if the wound is 
in the body, it is inevitable death. . 

Trhefe arrows are made of reeds, and 
very curioufly formed ; they are not above 
eighteen inches, or at moft two foot long, 
while thofe of the Caribbees are fix feet : 
at the end of the reed they fix a fmall 
bit of bone, three or four inches in length, 

' which 



, Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA, 79 

whicli they hare prcvioufly rounded ; tlik 
is finaller in diameter than the reed, and 
fb flightly fixed in it, that when the ar- 
row has entered the flefh the reed may 
be drawn away, while the bone ftill re- 
inains in the wound. To make it more 
deadly, it has a fmall barb of iron on one 
fide^ which on the leaft motion, conu* 
nues to lacerate the flefh, and rendem 
every attempt to extradt it abortive* This 
bone they anoint with a poifon, that has 
the ccMififtence of maftic ; and it is ufually 
pointed with a little angular head, ex- 
tremely fharp, which altogether renders 
this weapon very terrible. 

In each country, they have a particular 
manner of preparing their poifon, accord- 
ing to the different noxious plants their 
foil produces, and from which they ex- 
trad: the juice. A particular fpecies of 
ferpent likewife fupplies them with an- 
other kind, which the favages prefer, as 

being 
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being the moft fubtil. It is impoffible to 
gain the leaft information of their manner 
of preparing the venom extirafted from 
thefe ferpents, it being a fecret which 
they inviolably preferve. This poifon is 
very fudden in itseffedt, as I have feen on 
many occafions ; yet I am inclined to 
think it lofes great part of its power after 
it has been long procured, notwithftand- 
ing the experiment made in^ the king's 
garden, whereby its force was warranted. 
Thefe poifons, as'I have before faid, are 
various ; that brought by Mbnfieur Gonda- 

/ mine, on his return from Peru, is no law 
for thofc of Africa : I will alio add, an 

^ experiment of this may be eafily made, 
upder the infpedtion of fome learned nien ; 
fince I have in my pofleffion a quiver of 
arrows that I had the good fortune to take 
from a Hottentot Bojkis man in a rencon- 
tre, where I only faved my own life at the 
expence of his ; but I fliall recount this 
circumftance in its proper place. 

The 
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The bows are {wopdrtioned to the arrows, 
being not above two feet and a, half/ or at 
moft three feet long; the ftring is made of 
the inteftines of an animal. 

• 

The ajfaygay^ in the hand of a Hottentot^ 
is not a very certain weapon, even the 
length renders it lefs dangerous, as its 
cburfe through the air may be readily feen, 
and eafily avoided. Though they can throw 
this weapon a confiderable way, they have 
Etde chance of hitting their mark, when 
at above forty paces diftance ; and it is only 
in a clofe engagement, diat it is capable of 
doing any confiderable execution • 

The ajfaygay of this and other countries, 
is formed like a lance, thofe of African 
wood are the lighteft and moft ufefiil, 
tapering gradually from the extremity to 
the barbed head. 

The ufe of this weapon is not well un- 

derftood here, for the warrior that handles 
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it with the greateft fkill is eafily difarmed. 
The Gpnaquaisy and' all the other Hotten^ 
tots never carrv more than one, and the 
embarraflment this occafions> is a plain 
indication that it is by no means their fa- 
vourite weapon, from whence we may 
conclude that the bow and arrows are the 
natural and proper arms of the Hottentots. 

I have feen ibme throw the ajfaygay with 
Ikill, but the far greater part are wholly 
ignorant of it; on the contray, t\itCaffrees 
have no other weapon. Such are the 
means ufed for attack and defence by fome 
of the favage nations in Africa ; a Euro- 
pean will perhaps look on them with dif- 
dain, and tax them with ferocity, but he 
will then forget that before thofe thunder- 
ing fengines were employed (that in a 
moment make fo many ruins and fill fo 
many tombs), his forefathers were obliged 
like them to make ufe of fimilar, and 
content themfelves with lefs deftrudtive 
weapons. . 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE HOTTENTOTS IGNORANT OF AGRlCtTL'- 

TURE FONDNESS FOR SMOAKING — 

MANNER OF TRAINING OXEN DISOR* 

PERS OF THE CATTLE — ACCOUNT OF THE 
CAPE SHEEP — ROOTS, PLANTS, &C% 
DESCRIBED. 



THE Hottentot is unacquainted ^ven 
with the firft: elements of agricul- 
ture; he neither fows, plants, nor reaps; 
all that has been faid of their manner 
of cultivating the earth, gathering the 
grain, or making of butter, can only re- 
gard the colonifts, and the Hottentots they 
G 2 emplpy* 
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employ. The African drinks milk in its 
natural ftate: if they had any tafte for 
agriculture it would certainly begin with 
tobacco, and the vine ; for drinking and 
fmoaking are the darli^ig pleafures of both 
young and old. 

They fometimes make an intoxicating 
liquor compofed of honey, and a root, 
w^h thef Ip^rve to f^^oent in waters 
And whkh makes a kiadof OMad; this 
liquor is not their ordinary drink ; Aey 
never make any referve of it, hat drink it 
up at once. 

They fmokc a plant which is called 
dagia^ (imd not daka^ as iome. authors 
ll»v:e t^Tiied it), this is die hemp^of JE.U-. 
fope.; &ime of tiae cotbnifts cvUiva^e iiv 
and »wJhen Aey tave dried tte loaves feu 
it yery 4«8r to tjxe Hmentots, or change it 
£w ^a^Tii afKl there are ^ie ^mong 
tbwn wjho ;pre%- it to tobacco, hut the 

greater 
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greater pfcrt by choke mix thcfll tbge* 
ther. 

The pipes that come from Europe are 
held in lefs eftimation tl^ii thofe they fa- 
bricate themfclyes, the former they re<:kcii 
too finall ; theirs is compofcd of bamboo^ 
and ,the bowl of baked earth, or of a foft 
kind of ftone, which they make very ca- 
pacKHis ; for the greater quantity of tobacco 
it holds the more they value it. I have 
feen' fomc, the cavity of whofe ftem 
(through which they draw the fmoke) 
was at leaft an inch in diameter* 

You never meet among the Gonaquais 
with men who apply themfelves to any 
particular kind of work, in order to fatisfy 
the caprice of others ; the woman, who 
defires to lie foft, will fabricate her own 
mat, or a wifh to be clothed, will Inftru(S 
a man to make a habit. The huntfinan 
who would havfe good weapons can depend 

G 3 on 
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on thofc of his own making, and the lover 
is the only architcft of the cabin that is to 
contain his future companion. 

I own it would not be difficult to find in 
moil other nations a greater degree of art 
and knowledge ; the only furniture I fiiw 
in this country, except their mats and 
Ikins, was fome very brittle earthen- ware, 
Thd Gonaquais feldom boil their meat, 
preferring it either roafl or broiled ; their 
pottery therefore is chiefly ufeful in melt- 
ing the fat of their animals, which they 
preferve in calibafhes or bags, made of 
fheep-fkins, &c. 

Though they have prodigious quantities 
of flieep and oxen, it is very uncommon 
for them to kill any of the latter, unlefs 
they meet with fome accident, or old age 
has rendered them ufelefs ; their principal 
food is the milk of cows and ewes, with 
the produce of the chace, and, now and 

then 
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then a flicep. When they wHh to fatten 
thefe animals, they have a cuftom which 
is not the lefs efficacious, becaufe un- 
known in Europe; and it has this particu- 
lar advantage over our method, that it 
requires no care or fkill in the operation. 
Inftead of caftrating thefe annals, they 
bruife the part with a couple of flat fliones, 
which anfwers the fame purpofe ; in a fhort 
time after they get extremely fat, and 
when killed, are very good eating. It is 
not cuftomary to train oxen for war in 
this .country, I had not feen the leaft ap- 
pearance of it in any place I had yet vifited, 
though it is very common among ' the 
greater Namaquaisy and I (hall fpeak' of it . 
in my defcription of that people. Thofe 
which the Hottentots breed are purpofely 
to carry baggage from one place to an- 
other, or to be exchanged. 

The beafts fet apart to carry burdens^ 

are trained very early to this work, other- 

G 4 • wife 
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wife they would be fo untoward it would 
be utterly impoilible to manage them.— 
Whil^the aiiimal is young, they pierce the 
griftle that feparates the noftrils, through 
which they pafs a ftick o£ about eight or 
ten inches in length, and one in diairieter; 
to prevent jhis from coming out, a leather 
ftrap is fattened to each end : this curb 
continues in the animal as long as he lives. 

. As the ox acquires ftrength, they begin 
to accuftom him to the ufe of the girth, 
to which his future burdeos are to be 
faftened; this they tighten by degrees, for 
a beaft not ufed to fuch a mode of treat- 
ment, would be extremely incommoded, 
if not killed by it. After it has learned to 
bear the tightnefs of the girth, they begin 
to load it with finall burdens, as fkins or 
mats; and, by infeniibly increafing the 
load, accuftom them to carry without 
any inconvenience five hundred weight or 
more. 

The 
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The manlier of loading the ox is veiy 
fimple: a man before, holds theftrap that 
is faftened to the flick, pafled through his 
nofixils; his back is covered with fkins, 
to prevent his receiving any injury; as the 
effects which compofe his load are thrown 
over his back, two Hottentot^ (one on 
each fide) fecure them by paffing under 
the belly and round the burden a flrong 
girth, ibmetimes twenty yards in length ; 
at each winding of this bandage, the men 
apply their knees or ittt to the fide of the 
beaft, in order to tighten it. 

It is With an equal degree of pity and 
aftonifhment, that a perfon, unacquainted 
with this cuftom, beholds the poor ani- 
jual walk quietly on, though compreffed 
to half its ufual fize. 

The Hottentots^ and even the colonifts 
ibmetime^ ufe them in lieu of horfes^ the 
motion of the ox is eafy, particularly when 

fie 
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he trots; I have feen fomc bred for this 
purpofe, that would travel equal to a horie. 

Making the cows and ewes, belongs 
to the womien ; and the animals are fo 
docile, that it is unneceflary to tie them. 
It muft be obferved, that in Africa a cow 
gives no milk if fhe is deprived of her 
calf; a misfortune the people take great 
care to avoid, as it renders the mother 
ufelefs, and would diminifh one of the 
greateft refources of thefe peoplew The 
inftinft which teaches, a cow to retain her 
milk, unlefs fucked by her calf, deferves 
♦ur attention; but on thefe occafions the 
Hottentots have recourfe to a very com- 
mon and eafy method; they carefully 
drefs up the fkin of a calf, which they 
place by the fide of the cow, who, de- 
ceived hy this artifice, readily gives her 
milk. But this expedient feldom fuc- 
ceeds for more than a month, which is a 
great lofs to the proprietor; for when a 

cow 
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COW has not loft its calf, it continues 
giving milk until within fix weeks of its 
having another. 

The cows of Africa like thofe of Eu- 
rope, according to the difference of the 
lands on which they feed, are fat or lean; 
in general they yield but little milk; thofe 
that give three or four pints a day, arc 
looked on as extraordinary good ones. It 
fhouldtfeem that as we approach the ve- 
ry hot climates, milk, that defirable gift 
of nature, becomes a vaft deal fcarcer. 
I remember it was thought very extraor- . 
dinary at Surinam, (which is near the line) 
for a cow to give one or two pints a day : 
what makes good my aflertion, is, that 
at the Cape in the rainy feafon, the cows 
yield much more, and the contrary when 
the heats commence. This time is ex- 
tremely dangerous for thefe poor animals, 
who are fubjedt to four deadly maladies, 
which often make cruel havock. The 

firft. 
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firft^ calfed at the Cape Lam^Sikte^ m s 
fodderi paraHtic ftroke; and thcmgh the 
beaft is large and fat, when attacked by 
this diforder, it is incapable of rifing from 
the ground, and generally dies in about: 
fifteen days. As foon as this diforder is 
perceived, they kill all that are attacked 
with it ; they do this the i^pre willingly, 
as: the colonifts themfelves have no diflike 
to this unwholefome meati It may there- 
fore be fuppofed, they make no fcruple to 
feed their Hottentot domeftics and flavca 
with it^ who are not over delicate. 

The fecond diforder is the Tong-Siktey 
and is fo prodigious a fwelling of the 
tongue, that it fills up the whole vacuity 
of the mouth and throat, and puts the 
animal in danger of inftant fuffocation. 
This evil is as terrible as the former; for 
though there is a remedy, it is fo little 
known,, and fo badly adminiftered, that 
it has fcldom the defired effedt ; they ge- 
nerally 
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nerally kill all thoTe who axe dangeroufljr 
attacked with it, as the means of preferv- 
ing the {kin and fleih. 

The Khuw^Siite attacks the feet, 
which fereU prodigioirfly, and fometimcs 
fuppurate. The hoof loofens, hardly 
hanging on die foot; and to fee the ani-. 
mai walk, fuppofing yourfelf placed be- 
hind him, it has the appearancee of ihuf- 
fling along in flippers; they are i>ot 
moved when in this fituation, but left to 
reft while the diforder lafts ; it is not dan- 
gerous, ufually ending in about fifteen 
days. ^ 

It is not thus with the SpongSiiie, 
which rages among the herds of the co- 
lonifts, and even extends itfelf fometimes 
to the cattle belonging to the Hoards: 
this plague fpares few, and happy the man 
that lofes but half his flock. This difor- 
der is a fpecies of leprofy, which is ex- 
tremely 
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trcmely contagious; the animals feized 
with it, have their flefli bloated, fpungy, 
and livid, the whole body bearing the 
appearance of bruiles, filled with a red 
vifcous humour ; fo very difgufting, that 
even dogs will not approach them. 

On the firft fymptoms of this peftilence, 
if there is not great care taken to feparate 
die healthy from the diieafed, it is im- 
poffible to fave any of them from the con- 
tagion. 

Such are the principal diforders, which, 
by their periodical ravages, maintain a 
balance between the encreafe, and mor- 
tality of the beafts in Africa ; and with- 
out which, the colonifts, (who are ex- 
tremely frugal in the confumption of their 
ftock) would be ibon poffefled of innume- 
rable flocks. 

The fheep the favages breed towards the 

caft 
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eaft, are a fpecies known by the nanie of 
Cape fheep, the largenefs of their tails 
has made them much Ipoken of, though 
w^ith a great degree of exaggeration ; its 
ordinary weight being only from /our to 
five pounds. During my flay in Cape 
Town there was one fhewn from houfe to 
houfe, and looked on as very extraordi- 
nary, whofe tail weighed at moft nine 
pounds and a half; its confiftence is merely 
a lump of fat, which has the peculiar 
quality, when melted, of remaining in a 
kind of congealed oil, which the Hotten- 
tots prefer for anointing themfelves. The 
colonifts likewife ufe it in their cookery, 
and, mixed with other greafy fubftances, 
it fupplies the place of butter in thofe 
cantons that are too barren to permit them 
to keep cows ; in the more plentiful coun- 
tries they call it from derifion, the butter 
of fuch a place; at the Cape they fay the 
gutter of Swart Land, a barren cantpn 
where milk is very fcarce. 

Thofe 
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Thofe dry and bairen land§ agree .weU 
with the goats, who are vciry healthy; 
their fize varying in the .different cantons, 
butgeneraHy thriving, and giving as much 
milk as a cow. They have young twioe 
a year like the fheep, which .TOUUpiQnly 
have two^ but the goat three, or ioRje- 
tirnes four. 

" Hogs are not knpwn to the Jiottenf^tr^ 
jeycn the Eixropean colonifts diidain to 
breed them ; yet I have f?en fon:>e in par- 
ticular cantons, where they multip^jr and 
range at liberty, nor can they be obtained 
but by (hooting. 

Poultry is not at all efteemed among the 
Hottentots^ but had they an inclination to 
breed them it would be impoflibje,. a^ 
they fow no kind of grain. 

The roots they are particularly fond oi^ 
are reduced to a fmall number i they are 

never 
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never drefled in any manner, but always 
eaten raw ; and a trial of both ways con- 
vinced me the Hottentots were right. That 
I moft preferred, called by the natives 
Kamerol is the fize of a melon, of an 
agreeable and pleafing flavour; and admir- 
able for quenching thirft. . 

How bountiful is nature in a burning 
climate, (where it is impoflible at fome 
feafons to find a fpring) to prefent us with 
fo refrefhinga gift! « 

Though this root is very common, it 
is not always eafily found ; for when ar- 
rived at a ftate of maturity, the leaves fade 
and drop ; therefore, it is neceflary to 
have obferved it before; but a knowledge 
of the country foon direds a pcrfon to the 
fpot where it is moft likely to be found* 

, When pafched with heat, and finking 

with' fatigue,, my 'mouth and throat dry. 

Vox. 11. H . covered 
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cx)vered with fweat and duft, no friendly 
(hade to flielter me from the fcorching 
beams of the fun, how have I wiflied for a 
refrefhing ftrcam, how Reviving would have 
been the fight even of the tnoft ftagnant 
lake; but frequently thefe were not to be 
found, and patience was the only remedy. 

The European who enjoys a temperate 
cKmate, by whofe fide an ample river 
rolls qn difregarded, who is furrounded 
with plenty i^f every luxury that imagina- 
tion can fuggefl:, cannot form an idea of 
his fifuation, who feels die vrant of all 
thefe bleflings he enjoys; or the ardour 
with which the traveller in Africa wifltes 
for the cooling refrefliment of that ele- 
ment, which, from its abundance, he for- 
veys with a carelefs eye. 

How much did I congratulate myfelf 
on the pofleffion of my domeftic animals ; 
whicli, though they may appear ufeleis^ 

were 
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were of infinite fervice to rtie. Faithful 
Kees ever attended my ileps, and when I 
wandered from my waggons, natural in* 
fkmOt led him to fome or other of thofe 
defirable roots or plants which I fhotdd 
not otherwife have found ; in default of 
the latter, with his paws he would dig in 
fearch of the former; but his progress 
w*5 flow, and I ever affifted him with 
my dagger or knife, and then fairly di- 
vided our difcovered treafurc, 

* 
. Two other roots, not exceeding the 
thickneis of a finger, but very long, were 
equally agreeable to me; they have a flight 
fmell of fennel and anifeed, and are very 
iweet and tender, which made me prefer 
them when I was fortunate enough to 
meet with any. They are found m the 
colonies) and are known by the names 
of Atiys^Wortel and VinkeUWorten. 

In fome 6f the ftony cantons, there 
H ^'2 grows 
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grows a kind of potatoe which the favagcs 
call Kaa-^Nap ; it is of an irregular figure^ 
and muft be fucked to extrad: the juice, 
which is fweet and milky, I have tried 
to drefs them, but found, that like the 
others, they loft in dreffing their agreeable 
flavour, leaving nothing but an infipid 
'mafs. Some roots which I roafted in 
afties, had very much the flavour of chef* 
nuts. 

The number of wild fruits are few, 
thofe I have met with being only infipid 
berries, which may indeed tempt children, 
if we may judge by thofe of our own 
country; who love to regale themfelves 
with the produce of the hedges : fome of 
thefe are of a purging quality. 

Though almoft a ftranger to one part 
of natural hiftory, I fliould have thought 
myfelf extremely reprehenfible and negli- 
gent in fo diftant a country, which had 

never 
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ntver been explored, to have omitted any 
occafion of ftudying the interefting objedls 
thatxfurrounded me; and without being a 
botanift, I employed fome time in difco- 
veries relative to that fcience; which, 
though it has nothing to do with the finer 
feelings of the foul, has the ijiftruftion 
and welfare of mankind for its objeft. 
When I found* any bulbous roots, plants, 
or ihrubs, whofe flowers attradled my no- 
tice, I took particular care to procure 
them, ever feving the feed; and in my 
feveral incampments had made that ftudy 
an agreeable recreation, and- a means of 
varyii^g my different purfuits. In one of 
my returns to Cape Tpwn, having a va- 
luable coUedion, Monfieur de Percheron, 
French agent at that place, remitted it 
from me (for the king's gardens) to that 
refpedlable family, whofe name I dare not 
mention ; to whom nature has difclofed 
her phoiceft fecrets, and by configning 
her notJcft treafures to its care, has rank- 

H 3 d 
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cd in the number of her principal favorites* 
Thcfc plants never reached the place of 
their deflination, as the agent of France 
informed me, the fhip, to which they were 
configned, was caft away* 

I was more fortunate in the drawings 
I had made, and which I brought oa 
my return. A very fkUful botanift has 
informed mfc, that he is totally unac-* 
quainted with the greateft part pf them: 
thefe, on fome future occafion, I (hall 
• prefent to the public. And novir let mc 
return to details that are more pleafing, 
and fpeak again of the Gonaquais\ for 
whom I had conceived a fincere efteem. 
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CHAPTER VL 



mi. ' 



THE METHOP OF COMPUTING TIME AMONO 
THE GONAQJJAIS — THEIR MODE OF 
INTERMENT — DREAP OF THE SMALt 
POX «- SOMETIMES ABANDON THEIR 
KRAALU— NO SUBORPINATION AMON<» 
THEIR WARRIORS. 

ON a flight view of the Gonaquatf^ 
it would be difficult to guefs their 
age ; for, though the old are fometimes 
wrinkled, their hair is never grey ; and I 
(hould fuppofe that a man who h^d at^ 
tained the age of feventy, would be look** 
ed on as fomething extraordinary. They 
divide the year by the wet and dry feaibns, 
which is the general cuflom among the 
H 4 inbabi'' 
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inhabitants of the tropics : they fubdivide 
it by moons, never counting days when 
the number exceeds that of their fingers : 
^ longer period of time, (yet lefs than the 
revolution of a moon), is marked by fome 
particular occurrence ; fuch as a ftorm, 
the killing of an elephant^ an epidemical 
diforder, an emigration, &c. They count 
the time of the dayby the courfe of the 
fun ; for example, pointing v^rith the fin- 
ger, they fay, "It was there, when I 
*^ departed ; yonder, when I returned/' 
Though this method is not very exaft, 
it anfwers well enough for people who 
have no amorous rendezvous,, which 
require a fcrupulqus exadtitude; no law- 
fuits to attend, no fcandal to publilh; who 
make no mean defpicable couft to proud 
ignorant patrons, npr have any theatrical 
pieces either to hifs or commend : with 
calm tranquillity they beholdthe rifing or 
the fetting fun, unknowing and regardlefs 
of the pointed hour on the time-piece ^ 

which 
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which is ever bringing joy to fome few, 
but forrow to the greater number. 

When a Hottentot is fick, befides the 
ligatures I have already mentioned, they 
have recourfe to fome medicinal plants 
whofe virtues they are well acquainted 
with ; there may be fome among them 
more fkilful than others whom they con- 
fult on thefe occalions, but as there is 
certainly no fcience that requires more in- 
tenfe ftudy, more minute application than 
phyfic, (there being many internal mala- 
dies arifing from different caufes, which 
are not to be diftinguiflied from each other 
by outward appearances), they are often 
much embarrafled in the applicaticin of 
thefe remedies; they take great care, how- 
ever, to conceal their ignorance, and are 
as great adepts in grimace as any of our 
phyficians can be, and as clearly demon- 
strate (when the patient happens to die) 
that the difeafe was abfolutely incurable. 

They 
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They are more fkilful in the treatment of 
wounds, or even fraftures ; and it is very 
extraordinary to meeit with a lame Hotten-^ 
tot. An idea of propriety among thefc 
lavages, ever keeps thofe who are indif* 
pofed at a diftance from the healthy; and 
it certainly never entered, the imagination 
oi ^ Hottentot to expofe his diftrefles from 
a view of exciting commiferation; indeed, 
it would be ufelefs in a country where 
every one is naturally compaffionate^ 

They have no idea of letting blood, or 
of its efficacy in many diforders; nor do 
I think it would be poffible to find one 
among them who would confent to the 
operation. The colonift Hottentots,^ in-- 
deed, are accuftomed to European man-^ 
ners, have acquired our difeafes, an4 
adopted our remedies- 

The famous Kolben has fpoke of ^ 
number of operations performed by their 

doiftors. 
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dodors, with a cuft<Mn (among die Hot^ 
Untots of die dcfert) of hanging about the 
neck of the patient the fcalp of a (hecp^ 
till it rots away, or of confulting the en- 
trails of the fame animal; all thefe tales 
were certainly wrote to amufe the igno- 
rant, and are, indeed, calculated for no 
other purpofe. Modes of divination are 
jhfe ufual appendages of fuperftitious wor- 
fhip, but how can this exift where they 
have no religion, no idea of a fuperior 
Being ? The fame author has^ given his 
phyficians a rank fuperior to his prieftg ; 
as^they are all the creatures of his own 
iMain, he certainly had a right to do as he 
pleafed wi^h them; for the fad is, in thefe 
Hoards they have neither phyfician, nor 
prieft, no fujieriority of degree, nor any 
word in the Hottentot language that fig- 
nifies in any manner thefe diftin£tions. 

To fhew how far the flights of imagi-> 
natioi>,carriedthisvifioiury, it isfufficicnt 
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to read in his work, that a Hottentot 
dodtor cured one of his patients of the 
ieproiy by means of Roman vitriol! — How 
could thefe favages become acquainted 
with a fait which is procured by means of 
a chymical procefs ? To give helief to 
fuch a rididulous tale, we muft fuppofe 
them^acquainted with our arts, and fur- j^ 
niihed with alembics, furnaces, and all the 
appendages qf pharmacy. 

As foon as a Hottentot dies he is wrapped 
in his worft Kros, his legs being bent in 
fiich a manner as to be entirely covered 
with it; his relative^ then carry him to a 
certain diftance from the Hoord;^ and lay 
bim in a hole dug for that purpofe, which 
is never deep ; covering him with earth, 
and then with ftones, if it happens to be 
a fituation where thefe can be procured. 
It is not to be imagined that fuch a tomb 
can withftand the efforts of the jackal ov 
hyanai and the body is often rooted up 
.■ and 
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and devowrcd. However incautioufly they 
may fulfil thislaft duty, the Hottentot may 
appear excufable when we recoUeft that 
fome femous nations had a cuftom of ex- 
pofing their dead on elevated towers, or 
in uncovered tombs, that the crows and 
vultures might carry them away. 

The African in configning to the earth 
the inanimate remains of his friend or. 
father, recommends to its penetrating fahs 
the care of gently diflblving the body ; if 
his wifhes are not always anfwered, and he 
finds the facred fpot difturbed, the precious 
depofit gone, his afflictions, his lamenta- 
tions, fhew at once the piety of his man- 
ners, and natural humanity of his temper. 
When the chief of a Hoord dies, the only 
difference obferved in his funeral is, that 
the heap of earth and flones which cover 
. his body is much larger. 

li the dcceafcd was greatly efleemed, the 

family 
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family he belonged to is plunged in for- 
row and confternation ; the night paffes 
in fcreams and howlirigs, mingled with 
imprecations againft death. Every new 
comer augments the clamour, which at a 
diftance might as well be taken for the 
tumultuous accents of joy as of defpair : 
not that their grief is by any means equi- 
vocal on a nearer examination, as I have 
often feen them fhed tears of unfeigned 
forrow on thefe occafions« 

Mr. Sparman has been wltnefs in the 
colonies of a fcene which he relates, thus, 
" Two old women (hook, and beat with 
" their fifts, oneof their countrymen, who 
*^ was either dying or already dead ; at the 
** fame time fcreaming reproaches and 
^* confblations in His ears." One ought 
4iot to fufFer one's felf to be mifled by fuch 
a relation. If thefe women had been per-* 
fuaded this young man was really dead, 
they would never have added to their Ia« 

mento' 
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mentations either (baking or blows ; but 
thefe adions (which the doftor reprefent$ 
as the conyulfive agitations of defpair) 
were no other than a means of fupplying 
the want of thofe ftimulating falts and 
cffences which we make ufe of in Europe, 
when a perfon in a fainting fit can hanUy 
be diftinguifhed from a corps. The ihak- 
ing which the old women adminiftered 
feemed an equally efficacious remedy, and 
apparently produced very iklutary cfiefts, 
fince Mr. Sparman adds, *' it wrought even 
** the refurredlion of the fick perfon.'* 

The fmall-pox, which has fo often 
cruelly ravaged the Hottentot colonies, 
never but once made its baleful appear- 
ance among the Gonaquais, when it fwept 
off half their people; and they are now ib 
appreheniSve of its approach, that oi> the 
firft news of its having attacked any of the 
colonies, they abandon every thing they 
cannot take with them, and fly into the 

heart 
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heart of their deferts ; for convinced they 
Jiave no remedy to cure this dangerous 
diforder, (hould it be a father,, a wife, a 
child, it is immaterial, they are deaf to 
the voice of nature, and kave them to 
their unhappy fate ; when deprived of 
every affiftance, fliould they efcape the 
diforder, they muft perifh with hunger. — » 
This fear fo powerful among and natural 
to a favage people, is no impeachment of 

. their humanity ; the fearful devaftation of 
their Hoards y ever prefent to their imagina- 
tion, is calculated to make them negle(3: 
the moft facred duties ; but we are dif- 
gulled to read in the ancient authors, and 
to find a modern voyager repeat after them^ 
that the Hottentots y when they choofe to 
change their habitations, abandon with- 
X)ut pity their old people, and every thing 
that* would contribute to the retarding of 

.their march. This aflertion muft not be 
trufted without limitation, nor the Fule 
confidered as general ;, it is only praiftifed 

when 
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when they find themfelvcs in the fkjtal fi- ' 
tuation, I have already deicribed, or Jn war* 
On other occafions what motive can they 
have for being £o precipitate in their 
march? I confefs I never faw any reaibn 
to believe the Hottentots would adl\ thus» / 
but when urged by the moft cruel necef- 
fity. When attacked by a power of fu- 
pcrior ftrength, unable to repel force by 
force, they efcape as they can; in Aat 
fituation they have no other refourwj 
they muft forfake their old and fick, or 
ftay and perifh with theim ; and what man 
can be fo in inilrudted in the calamities of 
wai-, as to impute to the Hottentot as a 
crime that neceffity under which an Euro- 
pean muft aA in the fame manner ? I 
ihall go further : the favages do not jTcru- 
ple to do the fame when fuddenly attack- 
ed by famine, which is frequently more 
crael in its effefts than either war or pefti- 
lence, and conftrains them to abandon 
feme few individuals, which they can by 
Vol. II. I no 
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no means fkve^ as neceflaty victims to the 
prcfervation of the reft ; even diofe who 
fly to feek ibme fertik fpot, are hr fiom 
being fare to efcape this dreadftil icourge, 
more than three-fourths of them ibme-- 
times perifliing by thirft or fatigue among 
the barren rocks, or on die parched fandjr! 
deferts ; while the wrctehed furvivorg 
wander frequently to a prodigious diftaace^ 
fiipjiorted by dbe moft flender means. 
Thcfe three motives lead the Hottintotsr 
to piiflife a biarbarity to which they find 
themfdv^es conftrained by a neceffity> naore 
poweiful than even love or duty. ^ Their 
natural timidity, and love of Iife» drowns, 
the voice of liaturfe; but because, for a 
moment ihe is not heard, fliall we oan- 
dade they are void of natural afSb^k^ns ? 
Thefe public calamities (which they have 
no means txf withftanding or appeafing) 
operating on a peopfe^ into w^k^. $i!inds 
^ucation has not inftilled the neeeffity of 
fbrtiti^^ or ^vct <>f jelativc^ duties,, 

prompts. 
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prompts theniy from a motive of felf-pre** 
fervation> to a precipitate efcape ; and what 
we fhould do on thefe occafions, ought not 
to be fofmec} ioto a law to judge them by. 

No one will add, I hope, as a fourth 
inftance of their barbarity, thofe indif- 
penfable emigrations to which an incle- 
«ient fealbn may oblige them. An extra- 
ordinary courfe of hot weather fometimes 
dries up all the Iprings and lakes in the 
environs of their Kraal i or, by having 
burned up their paftures, threats them 
with an approaching famine. * Either oF 
thefe caufes is fufficient to make them 
change the place of their abode; but thele 
neceflary emigrations though fudden, arc 
always made with the greateft order and 
tranquillity. They drive off their flocks 
and herds, the aged and infirm are placed 
on their oxen, and no one is left behind. 
The beft efFeds are fent off firft: thus 
they travel peaceably along, and fettle at 
' . I 2 the 
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the firft place they come to, which they 
think will anfwer their purpofe. I have 
often met with whole Hoords^ that have 
been obliged to tranfport themfelves from 
one or other of thefe caufes ; both the old 
and lick were of the party: how many 
times with a finall quantity of tobacco, or 
ftill more agreeable, with a few glaffes of 
brandy, have I rejoiced the hearts of thefe 
poor people, and made them imile in the 
midft of their calamities ; or, with ftill 
greater eJtpreffions of feniibility, have I 
feen the tears of gratitude tracing each 
other down their cheeks; and afterwards, 
when in Ac courfe of my journey I have 
arrived at the fpot they had abandoned^ 
how have I examined every part of its 
environs, but could never find any marks 
of that cruel infenfibility with which they 
are reproached. All their huts, eiFe^ls, 
domeftic animals, every thing that apper- 
tained to them was removed* 

The 
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The children^ or% in default of thefe^ 
the next of kin, take poflcflion of what-* 
ever a perfon 'may happen to' have at'thfe 
time of his death; but the quality of chief 
is not hereditary ; he is always eledied by 
the Hoordy and his power is very limited. 
Free to do his dependents every benefit, 
he is retrained from doing them the 
ibialleil: injury. He is not honoured with 
any exterior mark of diftindion ; he enjoys 
no privilege above the reft, except that 
of being excufed from taking his turn in 
watching the cattle who are feeding in the 
paftures. In their councils they take his 
advice^ if it appears good to the majority, 
otherwife th^ pay no regard tp it. When 
they go to battle they hav^ nejthejr order 
Qpr divifions; neither generals nor cap- 
tains; all are foldiers, ?dl are officers^ 
every one attacks or defends, as he fees 
ogcaiipn ; the boldeft march at the head; 
4Pd when they chance to gain a vidtory, 
^ey never give to one man the whole 
I ^ honour 
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honour of an a<5lion, which has t)eeii 
atchieved by the joint efforts and courage 
of them all : in thefe inftances it is the 
whole Hoord that triumphs. 

The Gonaquaisis theonly nation among all 
thofe I have fcen, who may be confidered 
as abfolutely free; at feme future time, 
|)erhaps, they will be obliged to remove 
farther up the country, or to receive laws 
from their neighbours. Eaftward the lands 
^re generally good, and the colonifts are 
ever endeavouring to enlarge their limits 
on that fide, and one day, no doubt, their 
avarice will fucceed. Woe to "that peace- 
able and happy people when that period 
ihall arrive ! oppreffions, maffacres, all 
the horrors attending unjuft invafion,will 
obliterate every veftige of their liberty. 

, Thefe misfortunes have been expe- 
rienced by all thofe Hoordsy of which the 
firft authors have given an account.—^ 

Weakened 
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Weakened by frequent difinemberments, 
they have at length become abfolutely de- 
pendant on the Dutch; and the primitive 
manners, original cuftoms, andhiftoryof 
this people, would either have been for- 
gotten or confidered as fables, had not 
ibme travellers, curious to difcover the 
remains of them, had courage to penetrate 
the deferts of the great Namaquqis, whofe 
barren rocks, whofe fteep and fteril mpun* 
tains produce no plant, rib tree that can 
tempt the fpeculative avidity of the 
Europeans. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



HOTTENTOT DANCES — MUSICAL INSTRU- 
MENTS DESCRIBED ^^UNJUSTLY CHARGED 

WITH INCEST — DESCRIPTION OF THEIR 
PERSONS— THEIR HOSPITALITY. 

THE nations cited by former authors 
under the names of the Gungemans^ 
and the Koopmans never had any exiftence. 
The word Gungemans has no fignification 
in the Hottentot language. Some traveller, 
who underftood nothing of their tongue, 
made a miftake in writing this word, 
which is jpropcrly GoeJ^-mans, andfignifies, 
in Dutch, good-men, or good-people ; a 

quality 
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quality which was attributed by the firft 
colonifts to the Hottentots in general, be- 
eaufe they found them a peaceable and 
accommodating people, 

Koopmans was a name given to thofe with 
whom they cftablifhed their firft traffic; 
this name is compofed of two words, 
which fignify in Dutch, merchant, or 
trader, and has no more relation to one 
country than another. Thus, when a 
traveller is utterly unacquainted with the 
language of a country, he makes miftakes 
in the orthography, and inftead of the 
name of a favage nation, often prefents 
his readers with a barbarifin. 

' The manners and cuftoms of difierent 
diftant countries will never be properly 
defcribed'by any one who is ignorant of 
their feveral languages; if, for example, 
the authors who have advanced that the 
Hottentots adored the moon, had compre- 
hended 
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handed the fenfe of the words they fzng hy 
its light, they muft have been convuxced 
they have no reference to homage, pray- 
ers, or invocations ; they would have 
known, that the fubjedt of thefe fongs is 
ever an adventure, which has happened, 
cither to an individual among them, or 
clfe to their own, or the neighbouring 
'ffoord; it is fung in the extempory man-* ' 
ner of the negroes, and they might fing 
the whole night on the fame fubjeiSl, by 
repeating according to their cuftom, the 
fame words a thoufand times over. They 
prefer the night to day becaufe it is cooler," 
and ort that account more proper for their 
dances and diverfions. 

In dancing they form themfelves into a 
ring by taking hold of each others hands> 
which is larger or fmaller according to the 
number that compofe it. The women and 
men are in equal number^ and ftand alter- 
nately. This chain formed, they turn 

diiFcrent 
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diiFewiit wiys ; at intervals they clap their 
hands altogether, without any interraption 
to the cadence ; their voices unite v^rith 
the found of their inflruments, often rc-» 
peating Hoo ! Hoo ! which is the gei^al 
cadence. Sometimes one of the dancers 
quitting the extremity of the circle, places 
himfelf in the center, where he begins a 
dance which bears fome refemblance ta 
an Englifti hornpipe ^ the whole merit 
confifting in its being executed with ra-^ 
pidity and precifion, without ftirring from 
the {poU 



% 

Sometimes they quit hands, and follow 
one another carelefsly, afFedling an air of 
melancholy and concern, the head hung 
upon one fhoulder, the eyes caft mourn- 
fully upon the ground; thefe geftures give 
place in a moment, to the moft wild and 
lively derhonftrations of joy and gaiety: 
this contraft when well expreffed delights 
and enchants thew. It may be perceived 

that 
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diat thefe dances are but ah aflemblage of 
pantoniimical expreflions, very ftrange and 
amufing. During thci whole time of its 
continuance^ the dancers make a kind of 
monotonous humming, which is never 
interrupted) except to join with the fpecta- 
tors in the favourite chorus of Hoo ! Hoo ! 
which feems the very" foul and fpirit of this 
pompous and whimfical melody. They 
ufually finiih all by a general bajlat ; that 
h, the circle is broken, and they all dance 
peH mell together, every one in his own 
way; it is then their ftrength and addreis 
is moft confpicuous, the dancers endea^ 
vouring tp exceB each other in thofe peri- 
lous feats of activity, which in our theatres 
excite exclamations ofapplaufe, and which 
are equally amufing, and not lefs applauded 
in the open air by a^ audience of unin- 
formed Africans. The inftruments, which 
for their fuppofed excellence, are moft ad-, 
jfnired here, are, the goura, or joum^joum^ 
.the rabauqmn^ and the rotftelpot^ 

The 
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The goura has the form of the Hotten-^ 
tot bow, and is about the fame fize. They 
tie a coid, made of the entrails of fomc; 
animal, to one of the extremities, the 
other end of it is faftened by a knot in 
the quill of a feather, which is flit and 
flattened* This feather, when fpread^ 
forms an ifofcele triangle, which may be 
about two inches long. It is at the bale 
of this triangle that the hole is made that 
retains the cord, and the point of the quill 
being folded back, is faftened by a imall 
thong to the other end of the bow. This 
cord may be more or lefs tightened ac- 
cording to the will of the mufician ; but 
when feveral gouras are played together, 
they contrive never to have them in unilbh 
with each other. This would never be 
thought a wind inftrument from its ap- 
pearance, though it certainly is one. The 
figure of it njay be feen in the Plate of 
the Gonaquai Hottentot, 

While 
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- While playing on it, it is held miich 
in manner of the hunting-horn, the end 
f)f . the bow where the feather is placed, 
i)eing applied to die mouth ; and both in 
sUpirating and drawing his breath, the 
player produces a found which is tolerably 
mdbdioas; but even the favages, who 
fucceed the beft with it, never pla;y any 
Tegular tune, 

I took a deUght In feeing one of my 
pSeople, named John, ( who pafled for ^ 
very expert mufician), regale his comrades 
for feveral hours together, who, tranfpprtcd 
with his performance, would interrupt him 
from time to time, crying out, ** O how 
** charming that was ! play it once more !" 
John ever ready to oblige, began again, 
but never could repeat wha^ had produced 
fuch an efFedt on his auditors ; for as I 
before obferved, it is impoffible to play 
any fet ftrain on this inftrument, whofe 

notc^ 
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Aotesiare the effed of chance^ ami depend 
in a great meafure on the quality of the 
feather^ 

The beft Jfor this purpofe are taken 
from the wing of the bujiard ; when I 
happened to kill one of thefe, I al|^ays 
took care to fupply our orcheftra with a 
number of them. 

The goura is called by a different name, 
when pkyed on by a woman, it then ac- 
quires the title of zjoum-joum. Seated on 
the ground, iflie places it perpendicularly 
before her, in the 'manner of a harp ; the 
bottom of it is held by palling one of her 
feet between the bow and the cord, ob- 
ferving not to touch the latter ; with her 
left hand fhe grafps the middle of the bow, 
and while fhe blows upon the feather, 
ftrikes the firing with a little wand, of 
about five or fix inches length, which fhe 
has in her other hand, and which pro- 
duces 
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Aices fbm^ variety in the modulation ; but 
Ae ear muft be at no great diftance from 
die inftrument to mark diftindly the gra- 
dation of its founds. This manner of hold- 
mg the goura produces a very good effoft, 
and gives a grace to the Hottentot who 
plays upon it. 

The rabouqutn is a triangular piece of 
wood, on which are extended three ftrings> 
feftened to pegs that can be tightened or 
Slackened at pleafure^ in the maimer of 
our European inftruments ; it is^ indeed^ 
a kind of guittar ; any other than a Hot^ 
tentot might, perhaps, make fomething of 
it, and render its mufic agreeable, but 
here they are content to twang it with 
their fingers, and produce found? without 
art or order. 

Th^Rolempot is the moft noify of all thdr 
inftruments. It is made of the hollowed 
trunk of a tree, from two to three feet 

high^ 
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high; over one end they extend the fkin 
of a fheep well tanned, which they beat 
with thdr hands, or rather, with their 
fifts ; and fometimes with a ftick* This 
inftrument, which may be heard at a great 
diftance, it mufl be confefTed, is by no 
means a mafter-piece of contrivaxice ; but • 
would be a tolerable method, in any place^» 
of fupplying by noife the want of tafte. 

Perhaps I am too particular in my de« 
fcription of the dances and mufical inftru« 
ments of the Hottentots, which arc not 
very curious: but details that tend to 
throw fome light on the manners and dif<^ 
portions of theie Africans, I thought, 
ihould not be entirely negleAed* 

♦ 

The favages, who are under the mime- 
diate guidance of nature, have no need of 
the mingled harmony of our orcheftres to 
excite in their afTemblies the mof^ lively 
demonftrations of joy and pleafure ; their 

Vol. II. K con* 
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tohird&cd and monotonous mufic fufK- 
ciently' infwers their purpofc; enlfvened 
by its found 'they exert thertifelves to the 
titmoft, and feel no want of better. 

Oiie of our modern authors; whb had 
niade a rule of ftudying the genius of the 
people at thfe fame time that he defcribedl 
then- Country, in tiis Se/eSt GeogrdpMcal 
Readings, obferves, with great fagacity, 
" that in a ciViKfed couhtry, finging and 
^ ddncing are t^o arts, but irtfavage wilds 
'* they are the natural expreffiom of con- 
** cord and friendfhip, of teridemefs and 
•* pleafufe. We are taught by maftefs,'* 
adds this learned writer, " td rtioddllate 
*^ our voices, and to move oiit limbs in 
*^ cadence ; the favage has no mafter but 
*' his paffioAs, his heart, afid nature; that 
^* which he feels', we feign: thus, when 
^' the lavage fings or dances He is always 
'' happy/' 

I havl 
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i have feefere obiferved, that the if^ir- 
fentois never aiTemble to divert themfelves 
till fii^t, exdufive of the reaiTon I have 
aifeddy given' for this pradlice, their dail;^- 
occupations allow them no other oppor- 
tunity ; every one has forne indifpenfahle 
duties to j^erform during the day. They 
muft watch^ their flocks and'herds, which 
ard feeding at a diftarite in the fields, not 
only to preveAt their vsranHering, but to 
protect them from the beafts of prey, who 
are continually on the watch for them.-r^ 
They muft milk their cows and ewes, 
fabricate their mats, gather wood for their 
fires, drefs their meat, and fearch for 
roots ; thefe latter occupations belong 
particularly to the women. The men 
hunt, examine the fnares they fet for 
game, &c. ,make their arrows, and all 
the inftruments of which they have needj 
and though thefe, inftruments arid ne-^ 
ceflaries are in general clum^, and ill 
made, they require much time and labour 
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in the fiibrieation, Becaufe they are deAi« 
tute of a multitude of tools which would 
facilitate and fliorten thefe operations ; in- 
deed, their addrefs in general is much lefs 
to be admired than thfcir patience. It would 
be aftonifliing if thefe people, whofe 
company I have fo much frequented, and 
among whom I have lived fo long, fhould 
have had the addrefs and cunning to con- 
ceal from me, fo artfully, that I couJd 
never difcover, either by their difcouffe 
or manner of living, any appearance of 
thit iuperftition with which they have 
been charged; for I am far from con- 
lidering as religious rites, certain priva- 
tions which they impofe on themfelves, 
•and which appear very natural when once 
we have difcovered their reafons for them, 
Pot exanipie, they fcarce ever eat hare, 
or the ga:^el, called duykers. In' their 
opinion the hare is an animal of a diguft- 
ing form, and the flefh of the duykers 
.appears ' too black ; befides this, thefe 
"' ? animals 
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animals are always exccflive lean, which 
would be a fufficient reafon for their rc^ 
jeftion of them. But what is to me a 
convincing proof that it is no chimerical 
idia that prevents their making ufe of 
this food is, that when pinched by hunger, 
I have feen them hava recourfe to it, and 
think themfelves happy it was tp be pro* 
cured. 

When we fee a Hollander dii^fted af 
the fight of a plate of perriwinkles, or the 
beft cooked fricafee of frogs, (which the 
French think extreme good eating), 
fhould the Batavian diiguft be confidere4 
as a religious abftinence ? 

Before we announce, as an eflential rite 
among the Hottentots^ the ceremony of 
cutting off a joint from their fingers or 
toes, before we attribute their femi-caf^ 
tration to the fame motive, it would cer- 
tainly be rejifonable to eftablifh the exift- 
K 3 e»ee 



Digitized by 



Google 



J34 TJ[tAYBI.S JJI AFRI.C^. 

^nce of t^efe puftomp. JKolben Ji^d hear4 
them fpoken pf among a number of ojt^ers, 
but never endeavoured to inveftiga^e the 
truth of t^em; this is fufficiently proved 
•|)y his attributing thefe cuftoms to ajll ^the 
J^<?^^^^^/d?/x indifcriminately. ^. Sparman 
is likewife guilty of an error when he 
affirms; in contradiction to Kolben, that 
no fuch practice as femi-caftration ever 
had any exigence among them. Both thefe 
cuftoms are adlually made ufe of in two 
Hoards fituate .to the north ^of ithe Cape, 
under the twepty-eighth degree of lati- 
tude, kuown by the name of the Gaijji- 
^misy and the Koraquais cantons, in which 
I found the Girafesy of which \ iJiall fpeak 
in my fecond voyage \ and it is certain 
JColben never penetrated into thofe parts, 
except in a dream. Do6tor Sparraan has 
fuffered himfelf to be deceived, in refped 
to the Gonaquaisy £nce he is inclined^ to 
believe that t^efe Hoords make ufe of cir- 
curncifion : the colonifts alTuredme as they 

- y did 
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4i4 llfio, that this was a ftS; huf jhU 
^^ifjCface was, with ijic, a powerful rea- 
fgo to diftruft ij:; but I have fince had au 
ppportiLfnity of fatisfying myfelf, an4 cai^ 
aifinji that they have a quite contrary 
appe^ance, which rnuft certainly hav« 
efc^ped the obftrvation of thofe who havQ 
atJfihuted this cuftom to them, 

. I may fay the fame of thofe peculiarities 
in the formation of their women, which 
fornipr authors have dwelt fo much on in 
int|>eirhiftories, or rather fables, of thefe 
people; and which is cuftomary in a Hoard 
wjhich I have vifited, I may fay it i^ fa* 
ihipnaf>le; for fo far from being the work 
of najture, it ihould be regarded a« the 
mofl: rnpnilrous and extraordinary refine-* 
me^^bat was^ ever invented by caprice, 
and whiph is confined to this fmall por* 
tion of the habitable globe^ 

Sc^c ancient authors have aifured us 
K 4 that 
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that the HottentoU flcep altogether in the 
fame hut, without regard to difFerencc of 
age or fex, or feeling that invincible hor- 
ror which fets bounds to the paflions 
among near relations. It is true, that thefe 
favages, confined to what is flridtly ne- 
ceffary, have no idea of concealing a mon- 
ftrous inclination under an outward ap- 
pearance of fcrupulous decency. They 
have not imong them one department for 
the brother, another for the filler ; an 
apartment for the mother, another for the 
fbns : but to conclude, becaufc they have 
only one mat, on which to repofe them- 
felves after the fatigues of the day, that 
they live in the manner of the brutes, is 
to commit an outrage againft nature, and 
to calumniate innocence. It could only 
be an author badly inftru6tcd, or ill-inten- 
tioned, that could give way to fuch infa- 
mous fufpicions, — ^Yes, the whole family 
inhabits one fcanty hut — the father fleeps 
with his daughtcr^'^the brother with his 

fifter— 
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fifter — ^the mother with her fgn — but oxi 
the return of Aurora every one rifes with 
a pure heart ; without having caufe to 
blufh before the great Father of beings, 
or any of thofc creatures whom he has 
fealed with his divine image. The favage 
is neither a brute nor unnatural 5 the true 
monfter is he who aflerts the exiftence of 
a crime wherever he fuppofes one,.trufting 
implicitly to the odious teftimony of his 
own conicious depravity. 

I have vifited a number of favage na- 
tions, and I always found the greatefl: 
modclly and circumlpedlion among their 
women, I might add among their men: 
the author that I have fo often been 
obliged to contradidl, renders homage to 
this truth, when he affirms, ''•that they 
" will judge ill, who fuppofe thefe favages 
" have as little modefty as covering/' 

I have before remarked that their com- 
merce 
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mcrcc- with. the whjit^s has^bep jhp ni^an? 
pf. cocniirting their pigjin?fs: the I^Qtten^^ 
tots pjf the cpl^ni^^ furniih a cc«iYincin|j 
proof of thi$ affertiop, thoie of ^e cjcfert 
beipg <lijite a different fprt of people. At 
fomc future period, perhaps, they v^rill be 
Reduced by the HI example of the|r |i9igh- 
bpurs* 

Wl;ieh Mr. Forftcr, in his yo3rage |roun4 
the world with Captain Cook^ inform^ 
us that the women of Eailer-Ifland were 
Ihamelefscourtefans; he does pot endea- 
your to conpeal that th? failors were guilty 
of the moft infamous debauches with 
them : but he might have added, without 
fcruple, that female favages who have 
J>een once vifited and corrupted by Euro- 
pcaps,^ afterwards give themfelves up tQ 
them without referve. 

When the defire of ^ information has 
prompted me to make inquiries among 

thefQ 
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thcfc ^eojie rejGpcd^ing.tKe above-njiep- 
tione4 jncepjoijs.C9mmunioations, I have 
uniformly received fpme f^ch apfwer as 
this : y Do ypu thpn con^und us with 
" the hrute^ I Jthey, alone, ar^. capaHe; 
of what you mention J 7 .Gould I after this 
be deceived in this particular;- or* refuse 
to attribute virtue tothofc who never heard 
the name, or faw the imnienfe commcii-. 
taries compofed on the idea it contains I 
This innate fentimenfin the heart of pian^ 
that neither education has enlighten^ nof 
example corrupted, was conferred on hint 
by way of diftijiftion, and to mark the 
fuperiority of his nature. The horror of 
uniting with his own blood,, is one of the 
moft ftriking traits of charader by which 
the Creator has been pleafed to mark th?. 
difference between the human and the 
brute .creation ; and nothing but the moft 
glaring depravity can induce them to break 
down tjiis ajmoft infurmountable barrier. 
Idare^aflert, that if there is a corner o£ 

the 
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the world where propriety of condufl: and 
manners is to be adored, one muft feek its 
temples in themidfl of defarts. Thefavagc 
has received his principles neither from 
education or prejudice, he owes them to 
fimple nature ; love with him is not (as 
in civilifed countries) a tumultuous pa£^ 
fion, which leads to diforders, ravages, 
and wrongs. But in vain, by the exam-^ 
pie of Bufibn, fhould I endeavour to root 
out this malady of heated imaginations ; 
I fhould never be able to overturn an altar 
loaded with the fplendid offerings of the 
poets and novelifls ; I fhould have too 
many prejudices to contend with. The 
deity, who owes his birth to thefe chy- 
meras, would call all his votaries to the 
attack, and never forgive the facrilege. 

A phyfiognomifl, or if you will, a mo- 
dern wit, might divert himfelf, and com- 
panions of A fimilar difpofition, by giving 
the Hottentot a place in the fcsde of being,. 

be^ 
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betweeti a human creature, and an Our 
rang^Outang^ but I cannot confent to do 
hiih that wrong, being fcnfible that he 
docs not deferve to be fo degraded. I have 
found his peribn agreeable, becaufe I knew 
his foul to be refpedt^ble. I muft own his 
features are different from thofe of other 
men, the prominence of his cheek bones 
makes his iace appear very broad in that 
part, this contrafted with the narrownefs 
of his jaw, which gradually leflens to-? 
wards the chin, gives hun an appearance 
of megernefs that makes his head feem 
difproportioned and too little for his body, 
which is in general fat and bulky. His» 
nofe is broad and flat, his noftrils very 
open, his mouth large, but filled with 
fmall teeth of an amazing whitenefs, his 
eyes large and fine, inclining a little to- 
wards his hofe, like the Chinefe. His 
hair, both to the fight and touch, refcm- 
hles wool, is black. as ebony, and in no 
great <iuantity; yet they are pontinually 

tl|in- 
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thmning of it. ttis eye-Brt>ws, wfiich are 
v^ry i^antity fef , cIo' noV reqbirc tHii care, 
'llie beard only grow^ 6ri the lippfer lip, 
and on tfe' eitfemi^ of the cnin'; diiis 
they never faft to pull out by the roots, 
which gives them 4n air of "effeminacy 
"diaf , Jdinfed id thd natural fo^^neis of their 
chara<2:erV ^ends vei^ much' to deprive 
thein 6i thdt haughty afpeft which has 
procured nien in general, dife title ojf 
loMi of the creation. 

Thfe Itottentoi is pdrfeftly well made, 

his carriage graceful arid* ad:i ve, very di?- 

•ferent from the favages of Soufli Aihmcai 

who appear only the rough draughte oF 

nature. 

The Women, though nibre delicate, 
have the fame features, afe eqlially wdl 
iiiade, their necks beautifulfy fomiecl; 
th^ii- hknds fmalland their feet well Aaped; 
though, ift general, they weir ho fandalr* 
"*■ ' ■ They 
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They have a fbft tone of voice, and th'eif 
fpeech is not unpleafing. They fnake 
ufe of an infinity of gefture when they 
talk, which fhows their arms to great ad- 
vantage, • 

'i'he natufal timidity of thte Hotteniofi 
prevents his being enterprifing, while hii . 
fangfroidy and deliberate method of (pejik-^ 
ing, gives him an air of referve, even ill 
his hours of joy and relaxation ; when, on 
^e contrary, all the other black or tawny 
nations, give way to lively pleafure, and 
the hiOfi expanded gaiety ; carelefs to in- 
a<ftion and lazihefs, tending his fldcks and 
procuring himfelf foocj is his only ftudy* 
Wh^n he hunts, he muft not be confi- 
dered as a fpbrtfman, but as one oppreffed 
with hunger ; in fhort, he is forgetful oF 
the paft and regardlefs of the future, the . 
prefent alone employs and interefts his 
thoughts : but he is good, generous and 
hoipifable; thofe who travel among them, 
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are fore to find meat and lodging^; they 
will receive you with pleafure, but never 
txz& a recompenfe. 

If the traveller has far to go, and the 
Hottentot knows he* will encounter no 
Hoords by the way, he will •furnifh him 
with as much provifion as his means will 
permit, and enable him to continue his 
journey to the place of deftination. 

Before the arrival of the Europeans at 
the Cape, commerce was unknown to 
the Hottentots I perhaps they had not even 
an idea pf exchange ; but the appearance 
of tobacco and beads, innitiated them in- 
to mercantile mifti*ies; thofe new luxu- 
ries in time became wants, which the 
Hottentots of the colonies procure for 
them; for I muft obferve, 'that fond as 
they are of thefe trifles, they will rather 
do without, than ftir a ftep to fetch them: 
a ufeful lefibn to thofe who drag through 

Jifc 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA. I45 

life in fearch of, and agitated by chi- 
meras. 

Such were thefe people, or at leaft fuch 
they appeared to me, in all the innocence 
of paftoral life ; and they yet offer to my 
imagination the idea of human nature iii 
its infancy. 

A fublime trait, which I (hall next de- 
fcribe (although it belongs to my fecond 
voyage farther north of the Cape, and to- 
ward the weftem fide) will finifli the pic- 
ture of this people, which I have endea- 
voured to draw with all poffible truth and 
candour; without eloquence it is true, 
but equally void of enthufiafm^; unadorn- 
ed with vain declamation, but with that 
franknefs and fimplicity which is dear to 
me, and which I flmll ever profefs. 
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CH AFTER VIIL 



STRIKING liJSTANCE OF GOOD-NATURE- 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON SAVAGES- 
ACCOITNT OF THE BASTARD-WHITES. 



AConfideralde fi&^r^of the Kamnou^ 
Kui$ came to vifit the camp, with 
that ftank air. of confidence which is the 
charaaeriftic of men who have not been 
rendered fa^cious by the deceit or iajii- 
rics of their fellow-creatxires: 

Conftrained to be frugal in the ufe of 
my provifipns, it was not poffible to re- 
gale every one with brandy, the company 

was 
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was too numerous, and I would not with- 
out imprudence appear generous ; I pre- 
fentcd a glafs to the chief, and to. thofe 
among them, who, by their figure, or 
ftill more by their age, appeared the moft 
rcfpeftable : but to what means will not 
benefcence have recourfe ! how ingenious 
is fhe in finding opportunities to demon* 
ftrate her exiftence ! What was my afto- 
ment, after having ob&rved that each 
kept his liquor in his glafe, to fee them 
approach their comrades who had not re- 
ceived any, and diftribute it from mouth 
to mouth ! I muft cphfefs I was in- 
chanted by this unexpected and affeding 
.ftroke of native gencrofity. Is there a 
heart fo void of feeling that it vtrould re* 
main untouched by fuch a fcene ? or eyes 
that would not have furniflied tears of 
fenfibility ? Tranfported with admiration, 
I embraced the chief, and thofe who like 
Wm had diftributed my gift to their fur- 
rouading friends- • Vain talkers ! elegant 
^ L 2 coquets 
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coquets and beaus, perfumed with 9II the 
cffences of Flora I you,. I know, will 
fhrink with horror at the idea ; but, thank 
Heaven, I have not your qualms, your 
faftidious refinements; and my worthy 
Kaminou-Kais gave me no fentiment of 
difguft in this unpremeditated and frater- 
nal expreffion of regard. 

I can never call to mind, without emo- 
tion, thefe refpedable people, and feveral 
others among, whom I have feen the fame 
ceremony repeated: when we have bid 
adieu, and I faw them returning home 
content and happy, ** Favored mortals!'* 
have I ejtclaimed, " long, long, may you 
** poflefs your precious innocence; but 
"live unknown!. Poor favages ! regret 
" not, being bom under a burning iky, 
^* oh a barren foil, which fcarce produces 
*' the bramble and the heath ; but rather 
^' confideryomrfituation as a fignal favour 
** of Providence^ your ditktU will never 
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" tempt European cupidity; unite your- 
" felvcs with thofe happy nations, who, 
'^ like you, are ftrangers to them; bury, 
** and efface even the finallefl: traces of that 
" yellow duft which forms itfelf in your 
" rocks and mingles with your ftreams, 
" fhould it be difcovered you are loft; 
" know it is the fcburge of the earth, . the 
" fource of crimes, and dread above all 
** things, the approach o^ an Almagro, 
*^ a Pizarro, or a Fernando Cortez," 

In a ftate of nature man is cfTentially 
good ; why fhould the Hottentot be an 
exception to this rule ? It is withoujt rea- 
ion that he is accufcd of being cruel, he 
is only vindiiftive; too fenfible of the 
wrong that it offered him, can any thing 
be more natural than to repel force by 
force? It is ridiculous to expedl from 
thefe children of nature the pradice of 
our refined humanity, whofe rul?s, in- 
deed, we are more ready to expedt than 

J^ 3 ^ to 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 TKAVEts'lN AFRICA. 

to perform. What is the law of retalia- 
tion, the only one we knew before we 
began to be philofophcr^, but the right 
of rendering injury for injury, and de- 
priving him of life whofc attempts we 
dread upon our own ? - 

Suppofe the favages of Africa and 
America jthould chance to think them- 
felves unhappy becaufe deftitute of our 
arts, our riches, and all the refources of 
our ingenuity; fuppofe they fliould af- 
iemble from all parts, armed with de- 
ilrudlive weapons, invade Europe, and 
endeavour to chafe us from our poffef- 
fions j with what temper fhould we re- 
ceive the barbarians ? what treatment 
fliould we beftow on their attempt ? Yet 
fuch has been our practice with refped 
to them ; fuch have been the temptations 
to our enterprifes in the three quarters of 
the globe, which have been crowned with 
more fuccefs than they deferved. Where- 

ever 
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«vcr we have thought fit to eftablUfa our* 
felvcs, wc have reduced the unhappy na-f 
lives to flaveryor flight; we^havc appro-*- 
priated to our own ufe, without fcruple, 
whatever appeared to anfwerour purpofe; 
when they have feized the hour of 
vengeance, and in proportion to their 
wrongs have given way to their refent- 
ment-^-^too much blinded by our intereft 
or prejudice, to confider the provocations 
they have received, we dare to load them 
with the opprobrious epithets of barba-* 
rians and anthropophagites, nourifljed by 
murder, delighting in human blood. 

To what imprudence may we attribute 
the death of that celebrated navigator, 
Captain Cook ! I am pleafed to find, 
that his bold and enterprifing charader, 
with, the knowledge of the power he pof-^ 
fefled, never carried him to the commif^ 
iion of any culpable excefles, though in 
th^ end he became the vi<ftim of them, 
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by the ardent defire that exifted among 
thofe iflanders, to revenge themielves on 
his imdifciplkied followers. 

The failprs on all occafions had made 
too free with the women; this was too 
great an outrage to remain long unnoticed, 
nothing being more likely \o irritate thcfe 
lavages, and even through the fmoak of 
their cannon, while his thundering artil- 
lery founded in their ears, the chief is 
known aiid maflacred in the midft of his 
people, for not having been able in time 
to fupprefs thefe diforders. 

The firft fentimeht we'ihould endeavour 
to inftil into the mind of favages, among 
whom we wifh to fojourn, is confidence ; 
to acquire it, we muft be humane, bene- 
iicent, never abuiing their confidence, 
neither infpiring them with fear, nor 
feeming to entertain any of them ; they 
will give every thing where nothing is ex^ 
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a£fced. In addition to this, we mud be 
fufficiently matter of our paffions to ob^ 
ferve the moft fevefe continence 'witJi 
regard to their women, for if once they 
are jealous, they become implacable ene- 
mies, and if they are not, their- complai- . 
fknce in this particular, puts you too much 
on an equality ; you depreciate yourfelf in 
their opinion, and lofe that convenient 
fuperiority which has »dazzl^d them. In 
countries where jealoufy is not general, 
there are always fbme individuals infected 
with it ^ arid it haS been judiciouflj ob- 
ferved, that thofe nations who are moft 
exempt from this paffion are the mofl 
. d^flblutein their manners. 

•In order to appear to advantage with a 
favage people, we fhould take care to 
value ourfelves leaft 6£ all on the fupe- 
• riority of our arms ; for why fhould we 
endeavour to render ourfelves redoubtable 
to thpit we do not fear ? 
t 'In 
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In the midft of our precautions we 
ought to pre&rve an appearance of calm- 
nefs and ferenity, never employing the 
force of our arms, but to rcnd^ them a 
fcrvice, either in providing them with 
game, or affifting to deftroy the beafts of 
prey th^t moleflr their flocks. 

With thefe precautions you may quit a 
Kraal with the greateft fecurity, certain 
that your departure will be regretted, and 
that gratitude will rccal you inceflantly to 
their remembrance. Some among them 
will not be able to perfuade themfclves to 
part with you, they will quit their home, 
and accompany you to the next Hoards 
with whom, upon the advantageous tefti- 
mony of your guides, you will be fure to 
meet with tlie fame affeftion, the fame 
endeavours to ferve you ; hofpitality will 
welcome you to their abode, and your 
prefence will occafion a holiday among 
them. 

Governed 
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Governed by thcfe peaceful maxims, I 
have travcrfed a fmall part of the immenfe 
ipace of the earth, and pould have pene- 
trated into every part of Africa, had not 
infurmoyntable obftacles oppofed, which 
all my cares could not have provided 
againft, and which it is unneceiTaiy to 
explain. 

•The more I faw the utility of thefe 
maxims,' the more I was convinced that 
having affociates in fuch enterprizes muft 
riik the rendering of them abortive ; my 
plan was fixed how to meet dangers, and 
apply a remedy to thern ; furrounded with 
companions equal in, power, I could not 
flatter myfelf that they would always env- 
brace my advice, and the folly or mifcon- 
duft of one night be the ruin of us all, if 
I failed now, I had only my own to 
blame. 

The Hottentots have been reprefented 

as 
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as a nation miferably poor, fuperftitious, 
ferocious, indolent, and nafty to cxcefs ; 
in (hprt, authors have reviled them in 
every particular. 

If there fllould happen among thefe 
general aflertions to be one that has fbme 
refemblance to truth, it would certainly 
be more depended on tv^ere they to fup- 
prefs all the ill-natured exaggerations 
which have arifen from the abfurd tedious 
talcs of the colonifts, who take delight in 
deceiving thofe ftrangers who hope to 
obtain inftrudlion by liftening to their 
fables. One fliould fpeak only from ex- 
perience, . nor affert any thing as a faS,- 
which we have not had occular demon- 
ftration of. 

It is for want of this precaution, fcr ex- 
ample, that the work of dbftor Sparman 
(which is very eftimable in more refpedts- 
thaA one) contains, among a number of 

inter-. 
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interefting and well wrote obifervationsy 

thofe apcx:ryphal recitals of chafing lions^, 

elephants^ &c. which have not the leaft 

appearance of truth, and that he ipeaks 

of the unicorn, which a coloniA, per- j, 

haps, had defcried on fome uninhabitable Sk ^ 

rock, and fubftitutes the fquare for the 

round form of the huts in Caffraria^ which 

he never vifited. 

One ought to obferve, in favour of this 
learned man, that his own candour an4 
probity made him take thofe fadbs for in- 
conteftable that had once been certified by 
a coloniil ; Jan-^Kocky particularly, whom 
he announces for the moft ready and ju- 
dicious obferver he had ever met, with* 
never could expedt the praife he received 
for furnifhing him with errors which have 
made many people range, with the works 
of Kolben, a book of great utility in many 
rcfpeAs; and that would have been ui^x- 
ceptionable had the audior confined him- 

felf 
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felf to tJiofe particul^s he had an oppor- 
tunity of obfervmg. I render homage to 
truth when I find it in do(3:or Spannan, 
and place thcrife miftakes which I meet 
with to the account of his informer ^ but 
v^ when one or th6 oth» afTures me that 

£^f ** he has never fcen ^Hottentots wipe or 

,p clean their Ikin ; that inftead of wafhing 
*• their hands and arms, they rub diem 
** with cow-dung, even up to the ihould- 
*' ers; that thisunftion is not conceived 
** to be necefiary, but purely ornajnental ; 
^^ that die duft and filth, mingled with the 
** greafe with which they anoint them-^ 
*^ felves, adheres to the fkin^ and is con- 
^* tinually corroding it, &c/' And after- 
wards, v^^hen Mr. Sparman aflurcs us, he 
never faw diem wafli or clean themfelves, 
I cannot help remarking, that this is^ a 
very light method of reafoning, and will 
never pafs for found logic. Suppofe I was 
to aver in my turn, I had never remarked 
tliat coW'-dung was reckoned an ornament 
^ ^ ^ among 
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among die Hottentots i that I had nevw 
&en their (kin corroded with filth and 
greaie; this negative aflertion would not 
convince any one, nor decide the queftiflii 
in difpute. 

No one attempts to controvert a quality 
which thefe favages all poffefs (men, 
women, and children, without exception) 
of being the moft expert fwimmcrs and 
divers ; muft not we naturally conclude 
that the cuftom they obferve of being in 
the water fevcral times in the courfe of the 
day, necejflarily occafions a degree of clean- 
linefs, which gives very little time either 
for their undtions or the duft to corrode 
and injure the fkin ? The affiduity with 
which a female Gonaquais decorates her- 
felf, is a fufficient proof that they are 
careful of their perlbns, and wifh to render 
themfdves plealing ; all that can be faid 
on the flibjed: is, that the means they ufe 
to accomplifh this purpofe are ridiculous ; 

bu 
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but even in copfeffing thu§ much^ mig^t 
it not be reafonable to enquire whether, 
the heat of the climjitc doe$ not render 
fbme kind of un6tion neceflary ? 

Their habiliments, it is true, are but 
the fpoik either of tame or wild animals ; 
but, as I have already obferved, they never 
negleft (as we have been, taught to^ be- 
lieve) the care of freeing them from all 
impurities before they are converted into 
habits. 

The Hottentot is neither poor nor mifcr- 
able ; he is not poor, becaufe his defires 
never extend beyond his knowledge, 
which is very confined ; he never feels 
the fting of neceffity aggravated by cut- 
ting comparilbiis-; a perfed: uniformity in 
recourfes renders the fate of all equal ; in 
a time of plenty every one is happy, when 
fearcity prevails they are all conftrained to 
retrench. The painful cqmparifon of 

riches 
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ffehes fl&fotaftled oh a car of gold> Whild 
p&verty is training h^r tatters in the duft, 
ftfeVer Wriiigs his heart ; it is, indted,.an 
idea that never entered his imagination. 

^hc fpc^dt t£ indigence reduced to 
defpair, that torture to fympathifm'g dif- 
pc^tions, does not prefent itfelf to his 
eyes unxicr a thotifand ditferent diftrefting 
fontas i it is a mortificatioii whifch hXiman 
MMrcTin its favage ftatentv^er experiences, 
and if in pofiihted ifbcieties man is in time 
habituated to the fight of mifery, and Co 
far hardened tfcat he can luok widi all liiel 
apathy of optimifm on that inequality of 
condition which is fo difgufting, fo mdch 
to be lamented, it is becaufe he is nd 
kmger the acknowledged child of nature j 
ffie kh6\h him not, fhe turns from him 
With difguft, afliamed of her work, which 
other hands have fb disfigured. 

After having, by fo long a digreffion, 

interrupted the recital of the little events 
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of my journey, in order to eftablifli fome 
more adequate idea of xh& Hottentots, too ^ 
little known even to this time, there would * 
be fbmething wanting to the light I have 
thrown, on the fubjedt, if I was to omit 
Ipeaking of a particular kind of people that 
may be ftiled the compojitey who have 
principally fprung up in the prefent age, 
and have not yet, I believe, been men- 
tioned by any traveller. This new gene- 
ration will one day over-balance the old, 
^and the epocha of it« power will no doubt 
introduce extraordinary changes in the 
cobny, and perhaps efFcdt its ruin. 

The multiplication of thefe individuals, 
which may be extremely rapid, might 
reafonablyalarrn the Dutch politics, but 
they feem to be in a lethargy in this re- 
fpeft, and to take very little care of the 
confequences which may probably arife 
from want of exertion. I mean to fpeak 
of the natural children which have fprung 

from 
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from an intercx)urfe of the Whites with 
the female Hottentots^ or between thefe 
fame women and the negroes. They are 
commonly known at the Cape under the 
appellation of Bajiards^ though this deno- 
mination is rather more applicable to the 
former fort; for the latter are not fo nu- 
merous, the Hottentot women not being 
willing to form connections with the ne- 
groes, becaufe; as they iay, they fuffer 
thcmlelves to be fold like brutes ; while, 
on the contrary, they lopk on. themfelves 
as honoured by an intercourfe with the 
Europeans, and love to have the title of 
their miftrefles. The race produced by 
thefe laft mentioned unions, gains ground 
and multiplies confiderably. They are 
free like the Hottentots, and held in greater 
efteem by them, notwithftanding the dif- 
dain with which they are treated at the 
Cape, where they do not 6ven give them- 
felves the trouble to baptize them. Their 
charadef approaches nearer the European 
M 2 than 
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than the Hottentot ; they have more con-- 
rage and energy than the latter, and are 
not fo averfe to labour ; bat on the ot^r 
hand, they arc niore paffionate, eater^ 
jprifing, and mifchievous ; ^and it is not 
unccnxunon to fee them aflaiHnafe the 
'♦ maftcrs to whom they have foH-thcir fer- 
vices ; in this xei^ed: they arc even ^worfe 
than the negraes^ and are ofualiy die &-» 
bricators of thofe villanies that are every 
day committed in one or other of the 
plantations. 

The Hottentot is of a more peaceable 
difpofition, too phlegmatic to plan any 
atiTKious enterprrze, he has not even the 
refolution to affift in their accomplifli- 
ment, and the worft treatment would not 
be able to provoke him to any great degree 
of exertion ; in one word, the colonifi: 
who has only Hottentots in his fervice may 
fleep in peace, certain they will rather 

want 
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wam him of danger than attempt any 
thii]^ to his diiadvantage. 

The BaJiard'Wbite is well n>ade, robuft, 
his ikin is of a ckaner olive than tYit Hot ^ 
tentot^ or rather of the colour of dried 
lemon peel; his hair is. black, but longer^ 
and lefs woolly; the children of thefe 
women by a white, as may be fuppofed, 
are-'ftill fairer, but when by thefe gra- 
dations the fkin and hair cannot be diflin- 
guifhed from thofe of a European, the 
prominence of the checks will continue 
remarkable ; it is an indelible character 
by which they may be known even after 
the fourth generation. 

The race produced by the Hottentot 
women and negroes is fiir fuperior to 
the others ; they are even' taller and 
better formed; their colour bears a jufl: 
proportion between the black of the father, 
and the olive of the mother, and is more 
agreeable to the eye than cither. 

M 3 They 
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They are, indeed, very dijfFerent from 
the BaJlard'Whiie^ both in their phyiical 
and moral qualities ; they are in general 
requeft for labour 5 but what renders them 
ftill more eftimable, is, that to great acti- 
vity without turbulence, they join the 
merit of a fidelity whiqh may be depended 
on. Unhappily this kind isfcarce, owing 
to the difdain \^ith which the Hottentots 
look on the negroes. It would long fince 
have been of public utility, and a particu- 
lar advantage to the colonifts, had admi- 
niflration encouraged the propagation df 
this fort of people;- the expence would 
not have been burthenfbme, and in the 
end would have been returned an hundred 
fold. We are not now in that age facred 
to ignorance, when every black was ac- 
counted a canibal 5 the Spaniards them- 
felves have given up the opinion that pre- 
vailed in the time of their barbarous Peru- 
vian incurfions, when it was thought 
impoffible that a foul of any value fhould 

exifl; 
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exift but in a white body. Travellers, 
or rather the eftabliihment of a found 
and rational philofophy, taught us that a 
rough outfide might cover a precious 
diamond. 

Among the various nations that inhabit 
the weftern coaft of Africa, fome are 
diftinguiflied from others by their fbcial 
qualities and laudable inclinations, be- 
fides pofleffing a greater degree of aptitude 
and energy; thefe fliould be encouraged 
to fettle in the colonics where they fhould 
have entire liberty,; the colonifts, to the 
utmoft of their power, fhould endeavour 
to promote a union between them and the 
female Hottentots-, when once thefe wo- 
liien beheld them free, they would no 
longer defpife theni, and by this means a 
generation might be produced, who, add- 
ing the pacific difpofitions of their mothers, 
to the good qualities of the beft Guinea 
blacks, would render ufelefs, nay, incon-^ 
M 4 * venienti 
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yeoi^jit, the uAoati&ml bon^ of flaveiy im 
^ tb/s pa^rt of Africa. 

Burt thej^ eafy a,nd natural mcanis, ^lup}% 
formerly would have required no £|ficult]& 
in the execution, will probably never be 
attempted; perhaps it is now too late. 
On the other hand, if the projed is yeft 
prafticable^ it muft be brought ^bout by 
the Dutch Eaft- India Company, whofe 
Ciideavours, on this occafign, might over- 
conic masy obftacles. With the mofl 
fcrupulous e3^a<3:it;ude ia its engagementSJ^ 
it unites a generofity, which, for the ^e 
pf their honour and profperity, ^,odier 
CCMnmercial aflbciatioas fhould take pat-t 
tern by; was it properly reprefeated to 
this refpe<a:able body, they would, doubt-r. 
lefs., take the neceltary meafiires to execute 
a plan that would render their names im-f 
mortal. But it is to be lamented, that * 
radical vice in the difpofition of the colb- 
nifts oppofes its accompliihwpttt, and ijE 

would 
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mould be, requifite in the firft place to re- 
mov^ tboUp ridiculous and anti-patriotic 
prejudices, which prevade the ^hok body 
©f them. 

They fuffer, bec^iufe it appears difficult 
to ftop the progrefs of the evil, that the 
colonics, fo - vain of their colour, but ♦ 
yerho, in general, have no mental qualifi^ 
cation^ to diftinguifh them frorri their 
fiaves. They fuffer, I fay, that thefe un- 
informed country people, -proud of a me- 
diocrity of fortune, vsrhich they have not 
acquired by fuperior abilities, fhould look 
on, and treat with difdain, men, who by 
their fervices, either as foldiers or failors, 
have merited well of the company, and 
obtained permiffion to fettle at the Cape : 
to fudi a height are their ideas of fupe- 
riority carried, that the moft inconfidcr-* 
aMe amoilg them would think himfelf de- 
graded by giving his daughter to one of 
theie brave foldiers or expert ieamen ; and 

e girl , 
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a girl educated in thefe priiicipless woulcl* 
rather live in a ftate of celibacy than be- 
come the wife of one of thefe defenders 
of her country. This clafs of people, 
therefore, rejedted by the whites, are in 
a manner conftrained to form connexions 
with the female Hottentots y afld this is^e 
» reafon of that amazing mcreafe oiBaJiard" 
Whites^ which bid fair to overflow the 
colonies > the turbulent and enterprifing 
blood of the Europeans circulates in their 
veins, and there, is a continual danger of 
troubles being fomented and projedls 
formed, which the colonifts (who arie too 
much difperfed about the country to unite 
Jfuddenly in one body) would neither have 
time pr power to prevent* ** 

It is now computed that the number 
of Baftard^WJbites in the colonies, bears 
about the fame proportion with refpedt to 
ih^ Hottentots y as one to five; the epo- 
cha of this mixture, to fix it, at its moft 
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early period, cannot be prior to the efta- 
blifliment of the Dutch at the Cape, that 
is to fay, one hundred and thirty years : 
it may further be prefumed, that if inter- 
courfes wiih the Hottentots y who were 
then in their favage ftate, foon took place, 
they were neither fb eafily eff^<fted or fo 
general as of late years : again,^ it is cer- 
tain that the population of the colonies 
did not aniount as now to twenty-four 
thoufand whites. 

Thefe obfervations may give fome idea 
of the progreffive ' increafe of both forts ; 
the limits of the colonifts are every day 
extending, confequently the number of 
Hottentots in their jurifdiftion is continu- 
ally augmented ; at the fame time, deviat- 
ing more- and more from their original 
charadter, they baftardize, and are con- 
founded by a mixture with the whites and 
pegroes ; the degeneration is rapid, and 
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ihm imtural good qi^Utks will iboti b«- 

The cold aad phlegmatic ponftitution 
Df .the Hottentot men, forbids any rapid 
iBcreafe in their pofterity ; but this {ksx» 
caujfe has a quite contrary cffe<9: with the 
Other fex, and the women, wha would 
fiave only three or four children by a Hat^ 
tentotf win have three times that number 
by a negro, and ftill more with a white, 

J£ the BaJl^rd-JFhite is naturally of a 
bad difpofition ; if he is vindidive, enter- 
prifing and perfidious ; is it, alas ! be-, 
c^ufc he is^ the offspring of a white by a 
fejmale Hottentot^ and that children par-* 
take more of the difpofition of the lather 
^lan of th^ mother ? This prefumption, 
humiliating as it may appear to us, can-< 
»ot be controverted ^ for when it happens 
(which is very rare) that a white woman 
hfts children by a Hottentot^ the mild and 

peace* 
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peacea5le difpofition of the father is al« 
ways predominant in #iem. 

Such, in general, are the obfervations 
I have made during my refidence among 
thefe people ; I fliall now drop the fub- 
jed, left I fliould fatigue the attention of 
my readers by thefe diy unentertaining 
details, and Aiiallonly refume it when oc« 
cafion prefents me with opportunities of 
touching lightly on thefe naatters, in Ac 
courfe of the events and exigencies oi my 
JG^rney^ 
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CHAPTER IX- 



ACCOUNT Ot? THE HOTTENTOT LANGXTAGE. 

/ 

AS I purpofed to pafs fome time in 
Africa, my firft care was to ftudy 
the language of this people, and I fucceed- 
cd in it even beyond my exped:ations. 

This language (which it muft be confeiled 
is very imperfe(5t) has nooccafion for terms 
tq convey abftradk and metaphyfical ideas ; 
it is not fufceptible of much ornafnent, and 
contains neither elegance nor exadl fyntax, 
yet its difficulties are not the lefs inextri- 
cable to him who does not bring both in- 
clination and patience to the ftiidy ; but I 

have 
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have been too well rewarded for my pains 
in this particular, by the pleafure I found 
in converfing freely with the natives in 
the courfe of my journey, to repent the 
pains I took in adding this lingular pro- 
nunciatbn and idiom to the various lan- 
guages whpfe ftudy had formed the major 
part of that laborious education I have 
received. 

The Hottentot language does not refera- 
ble (as fome ancient authors have faid) 
** the cackling of young turkeys, the con- 
'* fufed noife the old ones make when they 
" attack eqch other, the chattering of the 
" magpye, nor the hootifag of the fcreech- 
" owl ;" it has ftill lefs affinity to the 
cries of the bat, to which Pliny and He- 
rodotus have compared it ; indeed one 
need only refled on this variety of affimi- 
lations, to be convinced that it is impof- 
fible any one language fhould referable all 
thefe different founds at the farae time. 

Some 
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Some hanre advanced, A*tth fic gre«tr ^- 
grec of truth, that to bear a wm^t of 
Sottentats convoF&ng together, diey would 
be taken for a parcel of ftaaittnerers. Alt 
thcfc aiTertions, which fo ftrangely ciafti 
and cohtraiii£t each other, natQfal^f Iliad 
enc to fuppofc, that none of thofe f favel- 
lers who had defcf ifced the Hmmm lan- 
guage ever gave themfel^es the trOCihlt to 
obtain any precife idea of it, and confe- 
quciitly, without endeavouring to atxount 
for thefc miftakes any othenx^ife, they have 
deceived their readers juA as they happen- 
ed to be deceived themfelv^M, 

This language, notwithftandmg thitf 
lingularity and difficulty of its pronuncia-' 
tion, .is not fo difpleafirig as many havd 
reprefented it, and may be attained by p6f- 
fevefance* 

I have known colonifts who fpokc it 
readily, and found that witha little ap- 
plication 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA* I77 

l^ication I could (bon make myfetf under^ 
ftood; though it is cerjtainly very difficult 
for a Edropean, and more fb to a French* 
man than a Dutchman or German, be- 
caufc the Uj the b^ and the g are pro- 
nounced muoh the fame as in the Dutch 
and German languages, that is to fay, the 
iy by the ^ u^ and the two other letters 
by thofe expiratipns which the throat of a 
Frenchman does not feem formed to eze« 
cute, and which they never perform with 
fecility. , 

Of all the Vocabularies published in ^ 
different works, there is not one from 
which a fihgle word may be learned ; in 
vain would any travdler endeavour to 
make himfelf underflood, a Hottentot could 
4)ever fti^>e£t he was endeavouring to fpeak 
.to him in his own language. 

One would fuppofe they had taken pains 

ifi an thefe vocabularies to omit a cha- 

Vol. IL N rafter 
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rafter X of the greateft fignification > they 
have not endeavoured to mark thofe dif- 
ferent duckings of the tongue, which arc 
indifpenfable figns, that precede or fepe- 
rate their wDrds, and without which, 
they, have no precife meaning. 

^ Thefe duckings are of three different 
kinds; the firft I fhall exprefs thus, (a). 
This, which occurs more frequently than 
the others, is the fofteft and moft attain- 
able ; it is formed by prefling the tongue 
againft the palate of the mouth and fore- 
teeth-, the mouth being fhut, then open- 
ing it, and fuddenly detaching the tongue 
at the f^me time, the cluck is prodiiced. 
Indeed, it is no other than the finall noife 
which ia fb familiar to us, when being 
plagued' with a troublelbme companion^ 
We endeavour to exprefs our impatience 
without fpeaking. 

. The fecond (v) is louder than the firft; 

to 
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to ppoduce this the tongue muft be de- 
tached from the middle of the palate ; 
it is the noife a coachman makes wjien he 
wifhes to put his horfes in motion : but 
it fhould be obferved, that limply detach- 
ing the tongue is fufficient ; for when toj> 
much articulated, it is very difficult to 
join it with the firft fyllable of the word 
to which it belongs. 

The third kind (A) requires greater 
force, and may be readily heard; this is 
the leafl: in ufe, and* is exceeding difficult, 
requiring much time and attention before 
you can join it properly to the fuccecding 
word. 

It is produced by a Angular contraftion 
of the tongue, which muft be drawn tQ 
the bottom of the palate near the throat j 
and it may be eafily conceived that after 
this collifio/i, it is difficult to bring it to 
tile lips iftftantly, in order to articulate 
Na the 
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atie following Tvord widiout any fenfible 
iitcmiption. 

Thcfc duckings have difibrent modu- 
lationSy and are more difficult to be united 
to Ibme letters or fyllables than others 5 
for, as I have already hinted, they muft 
be founded at the fame inilant, or the 
meaning would be equivocal^ as die force 
of the language may be faid to lay in thefie 
founds^ 

Thefe various combinations will appcat 
almoft impracticable, and found harfh 
.to the car of an European; in die be- 
ginning they appeared fo to me, but I 
foon became habituated to them, and can 
affirm that, when learned, this language 
is not deftitute of harmony, and in the 
mouth of a female HMtentot has its graces, 
as well as the German, when fpoken by an 
janwaWc wjman of Saxony, 

- lani 
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I tax pcrfuaded that if any que fliould 
endeavour to ftudy this language from the 
vocabularies that have yet. appeared^ with- 
out any further inftruftbn in'thp prin- 
ciples of it, he would fbon be bewildered 
in a ^tedious chaos, where the fai:igued 
imagination would find nothing but ridi- 
culoufiiefs and abfurdity. It is trucj; they 
make ufe of iqme w6rd» unaccompanied 
by a clucking, but thefe exceptions are 
very rare. 

To prove how much the different founds 
produced in this manner by the tongue are 
neceffary to afcertain the fignification of a 
number of fynonimous words, I fhaU add 
a few examples which will help to eluci- 
date the fubjedl. ^dp fignifies a ^or/e, in 
the Hottentot language, the fame word 
means a river ^ and again, an arrow i it is 
the clucking alone that determines thefe 
variations. Naturally pronounced, with-f 
out any cpHifipn, it fignified zborje^ with 

N3 > the 
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the fecond cluck a river, and with the 
third an arrow. . In the fame manner, 
A.-ou /^ means a r^^^ while ^-ottip is the 
hame of the bujlard. l^-^kaip is the term 
given to one of their venomous ferpents, 
but h^kaip fignifies the pa/on, z kind of 
African gazel. Ihdependent of thefe three 
indifpenfaUe duckings, there are fome 
imperfedt founds produced by the throat 
that cannot be defcribed, and can only be 
acquired by a long courfe of practice ; I 
ihall mfark them by a fmall crofs, thus, + 
placed over the letter where they (hould 
be introduced. 

What I have faid is fufEcient to give an 
idea of the difficulty that would attend 
writing this language, in fuch a manner 
as to be pronounced with the precifion it 
requires. In the firft place, it would be 
neceffary to form a particular alphabet, 
and acquiring the duckings would be the 
printiple difficulty. But as the ftudy of 

tbi» 
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language will never enter into any plfin of 
polite education, I (hdl not fatigue the 
reader with a tedious didionary 5 but, for 
the fake of thofe who may be curious in 
this refped, add a fmall lift of words that 
concern n^ral hiftory ; and if any na- 
turalift (kRild chance to vifit the lame 
country, he may be pleafed to have it in 
his power to alk the Hottentots for thoie- 
animak he may wifli to procure. 

The following, are the names moft of 
the African animals are known by among, 
the Hottentots of the defert ; I have added 
thpfe which have been given them by the 
colonifts. 

It fhould be obferved that the Hottentots 
of the colonies having forgot part of their 
language, disfigure the remainder by a 
mixture of bad Dutch, in fuch a manner, 
that many of the animals are called by 
other names, or known by feveral in the 
different cantons, which produces a con- 
N 4 fufion 
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fuiioA difficult to be defcribed; this made 
me give the fweference to a. vocabulary, 
foraied among thofe people whofe lan- 
guage is not fubjedt to fo many variations. 



VOCA BU L A R Y. 



EngHjh Names. 

The Elephant 
Th€ Rhinoceros 
The Hippopotamus 
The GiraiF 
The Buffalo 
The Illand-Gazcl 
The Pafan 
The Condouma 
The BubaDe 
The Zebra 

The Kwagi 

The Hare 

The Marmofet 
The Wild Boar 
The Porcupine 
A Dog 
Dof^s 
A Rat 
A Bat 
A Lion 
A Tyger 

ATygerCat 
T^e Hyaena 
The Wild Dog 
The Jackal 
The Horfe, 



Dutch Names. tt^f^ot Names. 



Oliphant 

Renofter 

Zee-Koe^ 

Kameel-Paerd 

BufHe 

Ecland 

Gems-Bock 

Coudoe 

Hartc-Beeft 

Welde-Paerd 

Kwaga or \ 

Welde-Ezcl J 

H^aze 

Das 

Welde-Varke 
Yze^-Varke 
, Hond 
Honden 
Rott 

Vleer-Miiyfe 
Leuw 
Tyger 

Tyger-Kat 

Wolf 

Welde-Hond 

J&kalg 

Paerd 



/^-Goap 

V-Nabap . 

V-Kaous 

A-Na-'/p 

^-Ka-oop 

A-Kaana 

A-Kaip 

V-Koudou or Gaip 

A'-Kamap 

V-Kouarep 

V-Nou V-Kouarcp 

A-Ou amp 

V-TCa ottmp 
V-Kou-Goop 
V-Nou ap 
A-Harip 
A-Harina • 
Douroiip 

A-Nouga-Bouroup 
Gamma 
Garou Ganuna 

A-Ou amp 
A-Hil-op 
A-Goup 
A-DirQ> 

Aap 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 



185 



^UjhNami, 


Dutch Namts. 


Hotfmtot Names. 


The Bull 


Beull 


Karamap 


A Cow 


Koe 


Gouma* - 


An Ox 


Ofs 


Goumap 


A Sheep 


Shaap 


Goou 


Sheep 


Shaajpen 


Gaouna 


A He-Goat 


Bock 


Bri-i 


A She-Goat 


Gytt 


Tarare brii. 


A Bird . 


Voogel 


A-Kanip 


A Buftard 


Trap-Gans 


A-Ou ip 


The Phcafant 


Fefant- 


KoaKoaorV-Kabos 


The Martin 


Welde-Swaluw 


^-O-atii ^-nambro 


The Partridge 


Patrys 


^-Ouri-Kuiaa 


The Quail 


Kwartel 


A-K^bip 


The Spatrow 


Mofs 


V-Kabari 


The Vulture 


Aas- Voogel 


^-Gha ip 
Gaamp 


AWildGoofe 


Weldc-Gans 


The Mountain Drake 


Berg-Eend 


A-Karo hei gaamp 


The Flamingo 


Flamingo 
Tortel^Duyf 


A-Gporip 


A Turtle Dove 


A-Neis 


A Mountain 


Berg 


A-Ouirmi 


A Rock 


Klep 


A-Ouip or A-Karip 


A River 


Rivief 


V-Aap 


A Fountain 


Fontyn 


A-Aaop 


The Sea 


Zee 


Hourip 


A Tree 


Boom 


Haip 


A Waggon 


Wa^e 


Kouri-*^ 


A Flower 


Blom 


A-Narina 


MUk 


Melck 


Deip 


Witer 


Waater 


V-Kama 


Meat 


Vleerch 


V-Gaaus 


Fifti 


Vis 


A-Ko oup 


A Spider 


Spen 


A-Hous 


A Cameliop 


' 


V-Karou-Koop 


A Butterfly 


Kapelle 


Tabou Tabou 
^ Gnioop 
A-Aoump 


Three diiFerent •) 


Ree Bock 


Spcfci^s t)f Ga* i 


Dnyker 


isels 4 


StccnBock 


A-Harip ^ ^^ 



A Fly 
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Englifl} Names. 

A Fly 
A Serpent 
A Tortoife 
AToa4 
The Legonan 
AMufkct 
An Arrow 
A Bow 
An Ailagayc 
An Enropean 
A Negro 

A Hottentot Man 



Dutch Names. 

Vlig 

Slang 

Schil-Pad 

Fade 

L'Egouane 

Snaphan 

Feyl 

Boog 

Sagaye 

Europccs 

Swarte-Jong 

Hottentot 



A Hottentot Woman Hottentoten 



Hotteatei Names^ 

^-Dinaap 

yV-Kanou-Gonp 

y^-Otina 

V-Oorokoop . 

V-Nafeep 

A-Kabooup 

A-Aap 

Kgaap 

^-Aurc-Eoop 

V-Orce-Gocp 

Kabop 

Khoe-^oep 

Tarare-Khoes 



After what I have fald of the manneri 
and fimplicity of this nation, it might 
cafily be conjectured their language is a 
barren one ; before the arrival of the Eu- 
ropeans it was ftill more fo, but they 
having introduced new objedts, new names 
Became neceflary; this accounts for the 
Hottentots of the colonies having expref- ' 
fions which are neither employed nor tin- 
derftood by the Hottentot favages, to whom 
many of thefe objedls are tmknown. 

Thus much is certain, there is ufuall/ 

a great 



Digitized by 



Google 



V^TRAVELS IN AFI^ICA. 187 

a great analogy between the name and the 
thing lignified ; for example, they call a 
muiket t^'kaboQUpj the cluck, and pro^ 
nouncing the firft fyUable. A-^^, imitates 
the fnapping of the lock on pulling the 
trigger, while the conclufion of the word 
booup^ approaches as near as pofliHe to the 
explofion of the^iece; and as thefe people 
ufe a vaft deal of gefticulation in fpeaking, 
reprefenting (if I may fo exprefs myfelf) 
in pantomime what they exprefs, it is 
fufficient to have but a very fuperficial 
knowledge of their idiom to comprehend 
every thing that is important* 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X:. 



THE AUTHOR VISITED BY A TROOP OF 
GAFFREES*— ACCOUNT OF THE EXPEDI- 
TIOK OF Hl» D^PtTTlES. 



r 

THREE weeks were now elapfed 
fince the departure of my deputies. 
I had for fome time paft been refledting 
on the caufes that could occafion fo long 
an abfence, but I kept my fufpicions and 
inquietudes to myfelf^ not wiftiing to 
communicate them to thofe who fur- 
ronnded me, as it would be only fur* 
tokhing them with arms to combat my 
defigns. 

Th« 
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The relblution I had formed of pene-- 
ftating into Caffraria^ was by no meana 
acceptable to my Hottentots, I fome- 
times furprifed them confulting togethei: 
on the fubjedt, and muraiuring more ot 
lefs againft me ; not but I was convinced 
a fincere attachment to my perfop, and 
dread of the dangers I Ihould be expofed 
to, were among the objedtions they had to 
the journey* 

The conclufion of their eonfultations 
feemed to be, that I difcovered too much 
temerity in running thus on the moft im- 
minent dangers ; that, apparently, I was 
regardlefs qi my own life, and obftipately 
bent on leading them to be flaughtcred 
by their enemies; and I had r^afon to 
believe they were unanimoufly refolved 
to abandon me if I perfifted in my defign. 

The queftion now feemed to be, how 
tiiey fliould put this plan vi execution; 

for 
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for of the five and: twenty vHbo were cKf- 
iatisfied, I found fcarce two were of a 
mind. Thofe I had hired in the courfe 
of my journey need make no ceremony 
of leaving me, but I had engaged fome at 
Mr. Mulders, in the country of Auteni- 
quasj and others I had brought^from the 
Cape, under the reconuncndation of the 
Fifcah, thefe laft, in particular, were 
'much embarraffed, not knowing whether 
they might venture to return to town, 
after having forfaken me* Meantime I 
was almoft univerfally accufed with hav- 
ing facriiiced my deputies. 

I muft confefs their ftay began- to be 
very extraordinary : Hans had affured me 
it- only reqilired three, or four days at 
moft, Xo reach the Caffree king, Pharoo ; 
thent giving him as many days to ftop 
there, and allowing an 'equal number for 
his return, he had already doubled the 
time that, ^ bjj this calculation, appeared ' 

neccA 
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jieceflary for the journey : the natural 
conclufion was, fome finifter accident had . 
detained them, and the moft probable ona 
feemed to be, that the fufpicions of the 
Cqffrees had been fatal to my unfortunate 
meffengers. 

Floating on a fea of uncertainties, not 
having yet relinquiflied all hope of feeing 
them return, I was at a lofs what orders 
to give my people', or how to put an end ' 
to their debates and inquietudes. 

My faithful Klaas was of opinion, that 
I fhould not come to any conclufion, but 
ecped for fome time longer the return of 
Hans and his party ; letting thofe depart, 
who expreffed the greateft degree of ob- 
ftinacy and ill humour. 

All this time I affeded an air of tran- 
quillity, and continued my cuftomary 
hunting; but a kind of involuntary in- 
clination' 
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Clination ufually drew me in that direc- 
tioft from my camp, from whence I ip 
ardently defired to fee the return of my 
people. During the d&y I contrived to 
keep hope alive, but at night my hoirors 
returned with double force, arid in the 
morning I renewed my fruitlefs melan- 
choly fearch. 

At length, Klaas (who was almoft as 
unhappy as his mafter") fhut himfelf up 
with me in the tent ; and, to complete 
the dejedtion which already preyed upon 
my fpirits, afTured me he had given up 
every expedtation of ever feeing Ham or 
his comrades again. He fuppofed Aa 
mufkets with which they were provided^ 
had tempted the Caffrees^ i?«dio, being 
now adually at war, were in great want 
X)f iron, and that they were infallibly af- 
faffinated. He advifed me to remain here 
no Jongcr, as It would be impoffiUe after 
'this nxisfortune to advance into Caffraria^ 

Ifclt 
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I felt the whole force of this reafonii^^ 
jvhich I knew to be didbted-by the moSt 
lively intereft for the fafety of my perfbny^, 
and ihouldi perhaps^ have been perfuaded 
to quit Kois-Kraa/, the only rendes^vous 
where my generous deputies coold hope 
to rejoin their mailer, when one ^f the 
four Hottentots who were fet to watch our 
cattle, entered the tent out of breath, 
widi all the iigns of fear and trepidation 
on his countenance. He informed me 
that they hadjuil difcovered a numerous 
troop of Caffrees on the oppofite fide of 
the river, that they advanced towards my 
camp, and were now about to crofs the 
fiream. 

• ■ 

This news univerfally alarmed my peo- 
ple. As the hope of feeing the meiTen- 
gers return was not entirely extinguifhed, 
my fir ft impulfe was to run to meet them; 
but the confideration of the great numbef 
I was aflured were approaching, presently 

Vol. IL O deftroyed 
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«kflifoyed tliat idea, and dtffipftted every 
iatcemg ijlufion, 

I Immedktely ^patched four of tny 
pe0pfe> under th^ command of Klaas,^ to 
help to ootle A my cattle, and drive dbem 
inAandy to tke camj>. After havbg per^ 
foraied this fgmce> I wifibed Mm to re^ 
coi^inohre the party^ if po^te, wkhoufr 
heing perceived, to be i&l^is^^ virhe^ep 
lAi€^ were m fuch numibeirs a6 had hee«ir 
ifeprefeated, and endeavour te judge by 
tl^ir proceedings what defignslKtd brought 
tVm here. I exprdsly defired K/aas^ tf 
he difeovered my deputies among them, 
to caufe his party to fire their muikets ; 
' but if not, to keep themfelves concealed 
and endeavour to fend one of the four to 
inform me of the motions of the enen^.. 

Juft as they were departing the cattle 
arrived at my camp, conducted by^ the 
remaining three, who had the care oF 

' ^ them. 
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them, and who wtere equally aknned with 
their comrade, 

I inftantly fet about examining and 
charging our arms : it was not my inten-* 
tion to commence hoftilities, but I deter- 
mined to remain' firm in my camp, to put 
every thing in the beft pofhire of defence^ 
and (if attacked) to make a vigorous 
refiftancfc. 

I confefs I was greatly agitated j not 
that I doubted the fbccefs of die con^t f 
the fuperiority of our arms inspired m^ 
with confidsnce iii this particular : but I 
was unhappy at the thought of c6mlng to 
Acfe extremities without any prfcvious ex* 
planation. I fa^ the hopes of my futufe 
journey, all thofe paciik meafures I had 
refolved to maintain, and under the fane-*- 
tion of which I flattered myfclf I (hould 
be able to explore every part of Caffrarict^ 
on the eve pf being irrevocably deftroyed* 
and myfelf ranged; in the opinion of this 
O 2 people. 
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people^ among the coloniiis, who take 
pleafure in loading them with unmerited 
injuries, in revenge of which, they would 
now endeavour to exterminate my whole 
caravan. 

I was roufed from thefe di&greeable 
refledions by hearing the report of ievend 
mufkets^ which, after the orders I had 
given Klaas^ confiderably raifed the fpirits 
of myielf and people, as it affured us Hans 
and his companions were yet alive, and of 
^party. Still I hadenough todo to calm 
their apprehenfions, efpecially as thofe 
who had been with the cattle affirmed, 
thty had not difbovered a (ingle Hottentot 
^unong the troop of Caffrees : paffing, 
theref<xe, immediately from hope to fear, 
they ftt{^red the difUiaige we had heard 
was occafioned by Klaas and the reft being 
fuddenly furpriled by them ; and concluded 
that at this moment ihey were contending, 
or pethaps, murdered by the enemy^ 
^ At 
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At the very inftant thzt my imagina-* 
tion began to be infected with this idea, 
how great was my fatisfadHon to fee K/aas 
himfelf make his appearance from behind 
a little rock at about* three hundred paces 
diftance ! The compofure of his counte* 
nance, which, by the aid of my telefcope, 
I could perfeftly diftinguifh, convinced me 
he had no ill news to announce; and I was 
confirmed in this opinion, when, a few 
minutes after, I faw the whole troop file 
off by the fame road, and advance peace- 
ably, and in good order towards the camp. 

My Hottentots walking sunong the Caff-* 
reeSf with ^the greateft appearance of cor- 
dially, aifured me I had nothing to fear. 
I now ordered my people to lay down their 
arms, and endeavour to • appear calni and 
compofed. 

How impatient was I to queftion my 

jjeputies, and to leara what \ might un- 

O 3 dertake 
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dcrtake refpefting my future journey, 
without danger to them or myfelf ! Yet, 
I refolved not to advance, or quit my little 
arfenaL 

When the company had approached 
within reach of the ajfaygay^^Hans ordered 
them to halt, and advancing alone to 
where I ' flood, .informed me in few 
words, that I was at liberty to travel into 
Caffraridy without running the fmalleft 
danger, being on his reprefentation, re- 
fpedted there as a friend ; the nation he 
had juft quitted, having conjured me not 
to defer my intentions, and declared they 
ihould fee ipy approach with joy. He 
added, I might judge of the favourable 
opinio^ they entertained of my defigns, 
by the confidence they had themfelves 
teftified in taking the liberty to vifit me, 
in ordef to make gin oiFer of their friend- 
fhip, ^nd dejmanct mine : in ^ word, they 
hafl undertaken this journey on the aflu- 

rances 
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rafices h« gave tiiem cf a favourable rdtep« 
tioa at my catnp. 

In regard to the length ortime they had 
been abient^ Hans infbm^ me^ that^ on 
fai$ arrival among the Caffrees, he had not 
bten abie to meet with king Pbarod^ who 
wa« removed thirty leagues from his uiu^ 
reiidence. That, after remaining there 
Ibmt time in hopes of his return, fhag^ 
reened at not being able to execute my 
cpmmiflion to his fatis&Aion, he had fet 
off in queft of him> but had the mortiii- 
cfition to learOf from a Ihord he met with 
00 the way, that the chief was again re^ 
jnoved, |ind thit (hey were utterly ignof 
rant c^ th^ rout he had t^keti, or how 
Jong he WiQuld be abfenjt, Some thought 
he w^s gone towards the cal6nies ; others 
that he was with tl^e Tamboucbk^ a ni^tibn 
on the borders of Caff war ift^ which the^' 
hoped could fupply them with arms and 
jrpQ ; he added| that fin4Jktg If iipppflible 

O 4 t9 
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to obey my orders, and not knowing what 
further to do, he thought it beft to return 5 
that owiiig to the advantageous ideas he 
had given the Caffrees of my character and 
peaceable difpofition, they had offered to 
accompany him, and form in their turn a 
a deputation to me, to aflure me of the 
general good will of the country, and thit 
being convinced I was no colonift, they 
were ready to receive me as a fiiend and 

Thefe Caffrees flattered themfelves I 
fhould be able to revenge them on a cer* 
tain colonift oi Bruyntjes^Hoogte^ of whoitt 
tbsy had dreadful complaints to make, 
and whofe very name infpired hotvot. In 
the iequel I learned a number of incidents 
rc/peding the condud of this wretch,^ 
whoib odious name fome particular con- 
fiderations prevent my publiihing, but the 
crimes which have acquired him diftinc-- 
tloo even in the clafs of monfters^ are of 

fuch 
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fuch public notoriety, that every inhabi- 
tant of the Cape is acquainted with them. 
In vain has government fummoned him to 
its tribunal, to render an account of his 
conduct; lituatcd on the limits of the 
colonies, where the laws have not fuffi- 
cient power, the orders of the governor, 
or threats of his officers, are but, for him, 
the fjgnals to new offences. 
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CHAPTER XL 



IKSTANCE OF ADDRESS IN A YOUNG C AFFREE 

— THE AUTHOR INTREATED TO ENTER 
CAFFRARIA — THE MANNER IN WHICH 
THE CAFFREES FORGE THEIR ASSAYGAYS 

— RECBIVE SOME USEFUL HINTS FROM 
THE AUTHOR, 

WITHOUT waiting for any far« 
ther difcourfe, I gave Hans orders 
to bid the Caffrees advance; he imme- 
diately made a fign with his hand, and ia 
a moment, I was furrounded by the whole 
company, which (without counting my 
deputies) amounted to nineteen men, five 

women, and two young children. 

They 
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They laluted me by the T^^^, which 
was as familiar to me as to themfelves, 
and was the only anfwer I made to their 
compliments, I found I could not undcr- 
ftand the Caffree language, and that they 
did not employ in pronouncing, it fhofe 
ductings moft frequent with the Hotten-^ 
tots I in every other refpedt their faluta- 
tions were the fame as among the Gona-^ 
guais, but they addrefled me all at onc^ 
with a precipitation and volubility, that 
appeared the ftranger, as for more than a 
year I had been accuftomed to the delibe-^ 
ration of my inactive Hottentots; this 
tmpiition was fo fudden, that I was cen- 
founded with the immediate buzzing that 
attacked my ears, and prcfently out of 
patience at not being able to make out 
»oy diilant found, 

I obfcrved they were very bufy in mak-' 
5ng remarks an the diiFerent objeds thai 
mycwnpptr^fefitpd to their view. They, 

examined 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

examined every article; and each, ia hit 
turn, exprefled furprize and £itisi&£tion. 

I have fomewherc read, that aftonifli- 
ment is a certain indication of ignorance ; 
however that may be» ignorance is no 
tertain ipzrk of incapacity : this lafl ob/er- 
tation, at Icaft, holds good with the Caf^ 
Jrees, who cannot without injufticc be 
tccufed of inaptitude, diere being a pro- 
digious difFerence between them and the 
Hottentots in refpeft to addrefs and in« 
dufhy. 

Hans had enlarged on the merits of my 
double barrelled guns and piftols; and, 
on the ftrength of his reckals, they were 
already diipofed to look on my weapons as 
fitde fhort of miraculous. One of the 
Caffrees^ in the name of the reft, loon ' 
begged permiflion to fee them. I ordered 
feme to be produced, and put them myfelf 
into their hands, without any appearance 

of 
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of diftrufl ) on which> they were handed 
from one to the other and examined with 
the moil minute attention : but their cu-^ 
riofi^ demanded fiimething more than a 
bare examination; this I was aware of^ 
and chance furnifhed me with an excels 
lent opportunity of gratifying their wifhes^ 

Two iwallows were at this time pafling 
and repafling before us ; tlje two charges 
£rom die piece I had in my hand brought 
them down; this very much aftonifhcd 
the Caffrtes ; they did not know which 
td admire mod, me or my weapon. 

It is certain I was very fortunate in this 
demonftration of rtly fkill, which might 
very pdSbly have failed; but my fuccefs 
gave them the higheft opinion of my 
abilities; which, in the fequel, I never 
failed to take advantage of. 

I demanded^ if they could do as much 

with 
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With (heir ^Jfaygays? but, fmiling, they 
ihook their . heads, and coniefied tha^t 
weapon was infufficient to arreft % bird in 
its flight. One among them advanced^ 
and pointing to the fhcep that were af 
about a hundred paces diftance,. gave me 
to underftand, that one of his cotraradcs 
could ftrike, while running, either thofe 
or any other quadrupeds**. Hans now 
prefented the young Caffree alluded to? 
he was perfectly well made,, and his cowi- 
tenance immediately interefted me in his 
behalf. I could not help admiring the 
appearance of this youth, who they afliH-cd 
me he was accounted among his country- 
men to be one of the meft expert at 
throwing the ajfaygay atid flioit tmjfut^ 
(which weapon they make ufe of in- the 
iame manner), ^and that his sfddrefs'in d>is 
refpedt, had acquired him great reputa- 
tion. 

I had heard fo much of Caffraria^ and 

the 
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the redoubtable weapons ufed tltere^ that 
I wiihed to be myielf a witnefg of what 
could be efieded with them by a youth ot 
about eighteen ^ who, with a good grace, 
prep^ed himfelf for the triaL 

As I pfopofcd treating this company,- 
one of my HottentoU hsA already feparated 
a iheep frcxn the flock, which I thought 
wouM oftfwer the purpofe ; I therefbra 
bad Mm try hfe Ikill on that. Vie took 
five affaygays in his teft hand, and one m 
\m right; en a fignal giVen, my man let 
go the flieep,* which ran to rejoin thcf 
flock; fte brandiftied hiis weapon, and 
running four or five fteps, threw it witfc' 
ama2;ing force : die fliaft whiftkd through^ 
the air — the head was prefently buried- in 
the fide of the animal, who fell and died 
on tile fpot. 

I could not conceal my pleafure and fur- 
prize, fo much fkill, united with ftrengtb 

and 
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and grace, enchanted all my people. Self^ 
love is a univerial paffion, though modi- 
fied according to the tafte and manners of 
diiFerent climes and people : in Europe, it 
fparkles in the eyes of a handfome wo-* 
man, and renders her difdainful ; it is the 
foul of genius, the il;imulator to every fur- 
prifing effort of art ; it exults in the pomp 
of luxury; it. hides itfelf upder filth and 
tatters. In Africa, the &vage has not the 
art to difgi^iie his fentiments ; the tefli-» 
monies of admiration this young Caffree 
liad drawn from us, gave an additional ani- 
* mation to his countenance : proud of his 
triumph, he fcarcely appeared to touch the 
earth, he ranged himfelf by my fide with 
a look of exultation, and feemed to fay, 
'where is the difference T* 



i( 



His countrymen were not lefs charmed 
with his fuccefs i they fixed their eyes 
upon me, wd endeavoured to (earch my 

thou|jhts. 
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thoughts, for the efftA this eflay of hk 
addrefs had produced on my mind. 

I had many opportunities after this, of 
remarking that there only wanted an ex- 
perieaced chief at the head of thefe people, 
to overthrow the whole Hottentot nation, 
arid all the colonifta; but at prefent, the, 
great fuperiority of our arms renders all 
their couirage and addrefs iBeffe^bial. 

After having drawn his lance from ther 
bodyof the animal, the young Caffree 
plunged the head of it ieveral times mto 
the fand, and wiped it carefully with a 
handful ^f grafs. 

I was very ibrry I could not converib 
firceiy with thefe new comers ; the tedbuf- 
neis of interpretation, perhaps, the limited 
conception of the interpreter, gave mc a 
vouttion I could hardly moderate; thejr 
Q]^ . their, p^rt, morp animated^ having 

Vol. !!• . P nothing 
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nothing of the heavy taciturnity of the 
Hottentots^ were equally eager to commu- 
nicate their thoughts, or rather to learn 
fomethmg of me. . 

Ever fince the arrival of thefe people, I 
had been fully employed in anfwering the 
queftions curiofity had prompted them to 
alk ; meantime, I wifhed to queftion th«n, 
and flattered myfelf this torrent of words 
and geflures would fhortly be exhaufted ; 
hoping, when the firft moment of eflfer- 
vefcence had fubfided, I fhould have my 
turn at interrogation. 

More prudent than the Hottentots y Ieav-» 
ing their fubfiftence lefs to hazard, they 
had not erribarked on this expedition with- 
out a quantity of bifket, feveral oxen def- 
tined to fupply them with meat, and four 
others to carry neceflaries. They had not 
forgot to bring fome of thofe bafkets I had 
fo much admired among the Gonaquah^ 

which 
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which they hoped to exchange for fome- 
thing that would turn to their advantage. 
They had likewife fome cows and calves; 
fo that upon the ^ whole, this caravan had 
an 'appearance of eafe and abundance, 
which we fliould vainly expedt to en- 
counter in the difmal vallies of Savoy. 

I marked out, a!t fome diftance from my 
camp, the precife place where I wifhed 
theni to ere(9: their huts, and was more 
fortunate, and better obeyed than Idome^ 
neus, when he meant to build the city of 
Sakntum; for, in the fpace of a quarter of 
an hour, I faw them bufily eftabliftiing 
their little colony. The fires were kind- 
led; the flieep the young Caffree had 
killed was cut into pieces ; it was roailed, 
and prefently nothing remained of it but 
the bones*. 

I was not to learn what a powerful agent 

intereil is, and how readily fhe difpofes 

P 2 man^ 
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manidfld to acconunodate themfelves to 
each others neceffities, having frequently 
foun4 myfelf in citumflances where the 
application of this remark had proved of 
the greateft utility; I wiflied to attach 
myfelf to the CaffreeSi as I did to the firft 
favages I had encountered, particularly die 
Gonaquais : I diftributed therefore, anK)ng 
my vifitors, a part of my trinkets and 
tobacco. They received my prefents with 
fatis£i6tion, and on the fpot, every one 
began to make ufe of them according to 
his fancy; but what moft ftruck their 
attention, and which^ I believe, they 
would have b?en very glad to have robbed 
me of, was the iron. They gazed ar- 
dfsntly on it, extolled its value, and feemed 
to prize it above all things ; the hatchets, 
pick-axes, augers that were in my wag- 
gons, they beheld with aftonifliment, and 
feemed to covet with a degree of im- 
patience. 

. In 
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In order to diminifli the ardour of thefc 
defines, (finCe it was now irapoffible to 
prevent them from knowing I was in 
poffeflidn of thefe articles), I gaver orders 
to have them carefully concealed. 

After what I knew of the embarraiT- 
ment thefe favages are under on account 
df materials for their weapons, it was ex- 
tremely dangerous to ftimulate thefe defires 
too fkf , firice they might fuggeft intentions 
inimical to my repofe ; or, at leaft, excite 
them to obtain that by art, which they 
delpaired of accomplifhing by force, 

Su€?h is the general difpofition of man* 
kind in a ftate of in^ultivatidn ; indeed, ' 
nature herfelf feems to inculcate the kffon, 
and declare it unreafonable that any one 
(hauld monopolize for his own particular 
purpofes, what is the general birth-right of 
an ; and any glaring inftance of inequality, 
may bring on the moft alarming confe-* 
qucnces. 

P3 Whoever 
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Whoever has read Captain Cook's Voy- 
ages to the South Seas, muft have re- 
marked^ that this celebrated navigator or 
his party, fcarce ever fet foot on fhorc 
without meeting v^rith fome lofs. The 
iflanders came and plundered them, even 
in their fhips ; they ftole the hunters 
arms, and the failors habits. Mr. Forfter, 
the naturalift, relates of doiftor Sparman, 
that after having robbed him of his fword, 
they helped themfelves to more than two 
thirds of his apparel. 

The Caffrees and Hottentots are not yet 
arrived at their degree of dexterity, but 
they are not entirely exempt from blame, 
and thofe who would live at peace with 
them, muft fometimes, wink at this foible. 

Some trifling inftances of how difficult 
it is for a Caffree to refift the temptation 
of pilfering iron, foon prefented thei;n- 
felves ; but I reproached my own folly, 

with 
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With being in fome meafure the caufe of 
this, as I fhould certainly have taken more 
timely precautions. Meantime, I took 
care to have them narrowly watched, 

Myfelf and Klaas obfcrved (not with- 
out inquietude) by their manner of dif- 
courfing among themfelves, and the eager- 
nefs with which they meafured the length 
and thicknefs of the plates of iron my 
waggqn wheels were fliod with, hov^f 
happy the poffeffion of that treafure would 
make them. The obferving and jealous 
ejres of my Hottentots were never off the 
Caffreesy and as if my own remarks wcrq 
not fufficient, they Were ever adding their 
fufpicions, and endeavouring to alarm my 
fears with refpedl to my guefts. 

I obfcrved with regret, that a fpirit of 
hatred and difcord was every moment fer- 
menting iand gaining ground among my 
people, and jullly reproached myfelif with 
P4 having^ 
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having been, m a gr*at mcafure the caule 
of it, by prematurely difcovcring my future 
plan of operations, in which they cxm- 
ceived there was too great a degree of 
temerity. I regretted the few hours I had 
ftq3ped at Bruyntjes-Hoogtej to fi^icit the 
fuccour of the colonifts, who, by their 
difcourfes concerning the Caffreesj had 
frighted my people, and difturbed the good 
intelligence which till then had fublifted 
among us- So true it is, that in every 
' cxpeditidn fccrccy is abfolutely jieceflary . 

For my own part, I apprehended no 
danger diat could reafonably alami mc i 
we were fo fuperior to our vifitors, dpe- 
cially in point of arms, that had they feir- 
boured any ill defigns.they could have but 
little profped: of fuccefs ; but I was not 
the leis particular in my precautions, and 
took care not to relax in the feverity oi^ 
my difcipline, aa well to keq> my peopic 
firm to their duty, as to prevent the Caf. 

free^ 
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frees froipi entertaining ^ny idea of attadc:«- 
ing us with iuccefs, in cafe they ihoiild 
be fo difpofed. Except the two huntf- 
men, who went out every day in fearch of 
game, and the four men who guarded my 
cattle in the paftures, none of my Hotten^ 
tots were ever out of fight of the camp« 

I pafled whole days among the Caffrees^ 
converfing with them by means of an in- 
terpreter, and having a number of parti- 
culars explained refpeding that nation, 
which is lefs known to Europeans than 
even the Hottentots. The embarraflment 
and difficulty of this modfe of difcpurfe 
took up, it is true, much time; the im-^^ 
provement of each day was veiy .trivialt 
and the fum total not very voluminous, 
I employed i whole wfeek in this manner, 
difcovcring nothing but good -will and 
candour in my vifitors. Fully convinced 
they were ingenuous in their expreffion$ 
pf ^tt^hment, I was the lefs on my guard 

with 
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with refpedt to them, and admoniflied my 
people to appear lefs fufpicious* 

I fbon became more habituated to their 
language, began to underftand them, and 
to make myfelf underftood^ confequently 
our difcourfes became more interefting oh 
both fides. 

They were inceflantly conjuring me to 
acccrtipany them into Caffraria. Twenty 
times had they repeated every motive they 
conceived rnoft hkely to induce me to it. 
I was' fufficiently inclined to clofe with 
thefe repeated invitations, but I had fomc 
very powerful reafons that forbad my giv- 
ing way to this defire, which the reader 
will fhortly find explained. I excufed 
myfelf by afTuring them it would be im- 
poffible to begin my journey fo foon as 
they wi{hed ; and added, (examining them 
meantime with great attention), that I 
had been informed their country was io 

befet 
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! m bcfet with woods and mountains, that it 

would be abfolutely impoflible to take ihy 

waggons. with me, I obferved with plea- 

tlifi fare, that this declaration did not feem 

^ -: to efFedt them, and by the fatisfaftion they 

jfj,- continued to exprefs on my renewed aflur- 

j^j(' ances of vifiting them with the , earlieft 

opportunity, I was fatisfied their afFe<5tions 

were not fo unalterably fixed, as I had 

,^, apprehended, on my augers, hatchets, or 

^,- the (hoding of my waggon wheels : but I 

r obferved, that in proportion as I aflured 

f^ them of my friendihip, yengeance feemed 

^ to fparkle in their eyes, while every look 

and gefture plainly evinced how much 

they fhould think themfelves ftrengthened 

by my alliance ; then, turning about, they 

confered eagerly among themfelves, de- 

monftrating, by their manner, the high 

opinion they entertained both of my 

power, and inclination to ferve them. 

The name of the above-mentioned cruel 

inha- 
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inhabitant of BruyntJes-^Hoagte, was in- 
ce&antly in their mouths ; one of the Gj^ 
frees, in particular, in an agony of rage 
and defpair, violently ftruck his head^ 
while relating the tragical flory of his 
wife big with child and two of their off- 
Jpring being muAhered by die hand of 
this relentlefs colonift, whofe unnatoml 
thirft of blood carried to the wanton com- 
mifiion of the moft abominable crimes* 

The following anecdote however ex- 
traordinary it may appear, was related to 
me by one of thefe Caffrees ; and I have 
twenty times fince had the truth of it 
confirmed by different people* 

At a time when peace was ef^abliOied 
between the Caffrees and colonifts, while 
they lived together in tolerable good in- 
telligence, haying no apparent rcafoft ci- 
Aer to fear or perfecute each other; this 
tygcr of Bruyntges-^Hoogtey who fcund 
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his fchemes difconccrted by this good fel- 
lowftiip, being only happy in the bofom 
of horror and carnage,, in hope of renew- 
ing the flame of war, contrived to pur- 
chafe at Cape Town, fome old unfervice- 
able muiket barrels, which he knew he 
could readily exchange with the unfuf- 
pcfting Caffrees^ who are always in want 
of that metaL The bargain being made 
before he delivered them, he nailed up the 
.touch-holes, and having loaded them with 
a double-charge of powder each, ramed in 
bits of broken brafs, old iron, &c. up to 
the mouth. The unhappy favages, who 
underftahd only the dreadful efFeds of 
fire-arms, and nothing of their mechanifm, 
took home their purchafe, and immedi- 
ately fat about converting them into af-- 
faygays : the fire is kindled, and the fatal 
inftruments of deftrud:ion difpofed on it ; 
prefently the powder takes fire, and pro- 
duces a dreadful- detonation, which .fcat- 
tcrs in an inftant the barrels, their con- 
tents. 
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tents, aud the flaming brands that fur- 
rounded them, burning and wounding in 
every dire(9:ion. One ^njiong them, who 
related this event, which the whole Hoord 
had been witnefs of, made me remark the^ 
fears of feveral wounds he had received 
on this tragical occafion. 

An inftance of this nature is fufficient 
to juftify the Caffrees for that implacable 
refentrnent that rankles in their wounded 
minds, and urges them incefTantly to ven- 
geance. Why fhould we fuppofe this the 
eiFe(3: of a natural atrocity, when, in fad, 
it proceeds from a fpirit of reprifal ? 

Nature has no more played the ftep- 
mother with the Caffree, than with any 
other favage ; injuftice and tyranny are 
univerfally odious to them. 

The moft thoughtlefs and tranquil fet 
af beings we know, the Carribets on the 

coaft 
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coaft of South America, would be convert- 
ed into furious lions, fhould any one have 
the temerity to endeavour to difpoffefs 
them of the miferable retreat with which 
they are content. 

If rendered defperate by perfecut;on, 
continually harrafled and defpoiled, defpair 
has conduced the Caffrees to cruelty ; if 
their plans of revenge have fometimes 
proved fuccefsful, if they have fpoiled the 
produce of the field, burned the habita- 
tions, and murdered the proprietors, the 
whites have been to^ blame in fetting themt 
examples of thefe ihocking excefles. 

The hatred of this people is unhappily 
extended to the HottentotSy whom the 
perfidious politics of the colomifts have not 
failed to prevent and employ in their ma- 
cinatiohs; thinking by this means to di- 
miniih the dangers to which they arc 
fometimes expofed ; -but thefe precautions 

£re- 
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frequently prove abortive when' oppofed 
to the adive and enterprifing diipbfition 
of the Cqffrees. 

The Hottentot is too timerous . and ill 
armed to face danger boldly, he therefore 
chiefly depends on his cunning ; and 
charged with the office of a Ipy, recon- 
noitres the pofts of the enemy, endeavour- 
ing particularly to diicover where his ef- 
fects are concealed; the piercing eye of 
the Cqff'ree frequently difcovers thcfe 
manoeuvres, he darts on his prey with 
the rapidity of lightning, and iacrifices 
him in an inilant. 

Having taken Ibme pains to ftudy the 
diipoiition of thefc people, (who have 
been fo muA calumniated), 1 began to 
entertain as favorable an opinion of them 
as of the Hottentots*, my days paflcd as 
ufual, continually varying my amufements 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA, itg 

and occupations, without being tormented 
with fufpicions on account of my guefts. • 

I. iJDw recommenced my hunting, fome 
of my vifitors ufually attended me; but I 
was beft plcafed when accompanied by the 
young Caffrecy who frequently gave addi-» 
tional proofs of his addrefs, ftriking the* 
game with his unerring affaygay. 

In x^nc of our cxcurfions he helped me 
to kill a very large male hippopotamus % 
this was the only one we met with, th<p 
frequent reports of oar fire-arms having 
probably frighted away the reft. This did 
not prove iach good eating as the female 
we had killed ; my people afTured me il: 
was an old one^ though (according to their 
account) the females are ever the moO: 
delicate food. Its fat has a rancidity whkh 
is veiy difagreeable^ except to a Hottentot. 

Th&Caffrees did not fet much ftore by it, 

prefering their own beefs . this, indeed, is 

Vol. II, CL the 
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the favourite food of theie people, to which 
they think mutton — ^by no means com* 
parable, confequcntly they never give 
themfelves the trouble to breed fheep. 

I had not yet remarked the homed cat-* 
tie they had brought with them, for at 
day-break they are driven to pailure, and 
do not return till the evening; but one 
morning, happening to be very early at the 
Kraal y I was ilruck with the. appearance 
of theie animals, and could hardly fuppofe 
them to be cows and oxen ; not becauie 
they were fo much lefs than ours^ but from 
the number and formations of the horns. 
Perfuaded theie were natural concretions, 
I looked on the cattle of the Caffrees as a 
different fpecies from any I had ever ieen ; 
but I was quickly difabufed by my guefls, 
who affured me the peculiarity i was fo 
much furprifed at was an eifeft of art, and 
varied according to the fancy of the ope- 
rator. That by means of a procefs, fami- 
liar 



Digitized by 



Google 



/TRA 



/ 



AVELS IN AFRICA. 22/ 

^' liar^ them, they would not only multiply 
^ thjfe horns, but give them almoft any form 
i ' wey pleafed, and they offered to give me 
'yoccular demonftration of the poffibility of 
what they aflerted. I was too. curious to 
'\ learn a method which feemed to produce 
; fuch unaccountable effedts, to make any 
l^ difficulty of becoming their pupil. 



I found they begin the operation when 
the animal is young ; juft as the horn be- 
gins to appear they make a vertical incifion 
in it, on which the parts naturally divide 
from each other, and grow up in two or 
more diftinft horns, as the perfon by cut- 
ting it happens to determine. If after- 
wards they wifh to make one of thefe 
divifions, or the whole horn (fuppofing it 
has not been feparated) form a circle, they 
pare off a fmall part from the fide without 
injuring the point; this operation fre- 
quently repeated, occafions it to bend in a 
contrary direction, and in time will bring 
0^2 the 
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the point to the root. Convinccdibj^cgr* 
perience that this method will aMlnfvs 
determine the bend of die horn/ it JtiaV 
eafily be conceived they may form an in- 
finity of variations, according to the caprice 
of the operator. 

One day, while I was examining tl 
different utenfils belonging to the Cqffrees, 
and aJfking thetai a number of queftions 
refpeding their country, I took notice of 
i, particular kind of noife which llruck my 
ear at intervals, and feemed at no great 
diftance. I enquired whence it proceeded, 
and was informed two or three of their 
countrymen were bufy at the 'foot of a 
little rock, forging feveral pieces of old 
iron they had brought from home widi 
them. Wifhing to know whether they 
had robbed me of fome of my tools, and 
curious to fee them perform fo difficult an 
operation as forging iron niUfl be to peo- 
ple who fcemcd to have no conveniencies 

for 
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£9r that purpofe, I engaged two among^ 
thet» to conduct me to the ipot. 

, This unexpeded vifit, that furniihed m« 
with aa opportmiity of giving thefe peo* ^ 
pie fome infight into the iirft mechanijGa 
of a forge, of which they feemed to enter- 
v^ but a very imperfea idea, was fo re- , 
markable, that I think it may not be 
unproper to relate the circumftances of iU 

The Cajrees make and forge thdr own 
affaygii^Sj but know nothing of iron beyond 
its malleability ; the melting, or feperat- ' 
ing it from the oar. It is what has been 
already wrought, fuch as nfufket-barrels, 
hoops, or indeed, any kind of old iron, 
that they are fond of. 

The ajfaygays are of two kinds ; fome 

have a plain iron head, rounded, and 

finiply ftiarpened to a point ; others are 

more artfully^ I might fay, more cruelly 

0^3 formed. 
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formed, being fquare, and the four angles 
cut into notches or teeth, two rows v^rg* 
ing downwards, and two in a contrary 
direiStion, fo that they neceflarily tear the 
flefh, either on entering or being drawn 
from the wound. 

One cannot help admiring the patience 
of thefe favages, when it is conlidered that 
on a block oigranitCj or fometimes on the 
rock itfelf, which anfwers the purpofe of 
an anvil, with a piece of the fame fub- 
ftance for a hammer, they will produce 
inftruments fo neatly formed that the beft 
armourer might not be alhamed of, and I 
think I mighft defy any one of them, with 
all his addrefs and genius, to produce, 
with fuch tools, weapons that could com- 
pare in neatnefs with thofe formed by the 
Cqffrees. 

Thofe I am now fpeaking of were bufy 
round a large fire, at the foot of a rock of 

granite i 
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granite ; they took from it a piece of iron 
tolerably red, laid it on their anvil, and 
began beating it with fragments of ftone, 
chipped into a ihape cpnvenient to be held, 
which they feemed to ply with great 
dexterity ; but their bellows appeared to 
be the moft extraordinary part of the appa- 
ratus, and furniflied me with an excellent' 
opportunity of giving them a better idea of 
an inftrument which would be fo profit- 
able did they once know the full ufe of it^ 

The bellows they were furniflied with 
were moft miferably contrived ; formed of 
a fheep-fkin, from which the animal had 
been extracfted with the leaft poffible in- 
cifion, and the hole carefully fewcd up 
again;. The parts which had .covered the 
legs were cut off, and the holes tyed to 
render it as air-tight ^s poffible. The 
pkpe of the head was fupplied with a piece 
of the barrel of a gun, to whiph the fkin 
w^s ftrongly faftened. The blower pre- 
C^4 fented 
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iented this pipe to the fire xvidi <me 
hand^ while heading the extremity of the 
fltin with the other, he alternately prefled 
k towards, and drew it from the tube, nor 
would this fatiguing method ftimulate the 
fire fufficiently to give the iron a requifite 
degree of heat; but, as they knew no bet- 
ter, thefe poor cydops did not feem to 
conceive it any hardfhip. I pitied than, 
and the pains J faw them take redoubled 
the pleafure I promifed myielf in fiimifli- 
ing them .with a more convenient inflru- 
ment. 

i had much trouble to make them com- 
prehend how fuperior our contrivance was 
to theirs, and not being certain that I had 
furnifhed them with any ideas they would 
be able to reduce to praftife, was refohred 
to join example to precept, and demon- 
ftrate the fupcriority of the machine I had 
been defcribing. 

In 
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In ptirfuance of this rd<:dution» I iefit 
one^ of my people to the camp for two 
pieces of board, part of an old fummer 
Krbs, a fmall hoop> feme nails, a hammer* 
faw, and other tools I )(hould have occa- 
fion for, and prefently produced a very 
d^m^fy pair of bellows, which had about 
the i(aihe ibroe as tho£e commonljr ufed in 
kitchens. I fupplied the place of an iron 
pipe, with an old tooth-pick cafe, whofe 
end I fawed off, and, as I only meant 
theie for a model, the fubftitute did tole^ 
rably wdl. 

Having finished my machine, I placed 
it on the ground, at a convenient diftance 
from the fire, and driving in a couple of 
ftakes, faftened it to them with ibme 
packthread, leaving fufBcient fpace for the 
claper to play eafily. 

One muft have feen the attention with 
which thcfe Cafrees watched all my mo- 
tions, 
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tions> and the incertltuck^ or rather deiire 
they expreffed to know whence all this 
preparation tended,, to form an adequate 
idea of the intereft they took in it; but 
when I hkd got them fattened to my mind, 
they could not contain their exclamations 
of rapture and aftonifliment, on feeing 
that with an eafy motiQn of one hand I 
could give the fire a much greater degree 
of activity than they could widi all their 
labour. I put in fome fmall pieces of iron, 
and convinced them I could make them 
much hotter in three minutes than they 
could have done in half an hour; this gave 
the finifhing ftroke to their furprize. In 
a feeming extafy they leaped about the 
fire, blowed it by turns, then clapping 
their hands, exprefled fatisfadion by a 
thoufand extravagant geftures. 

When the firft moments of furprize 
^ere over, they entreated me to prefcnt 
them with this wonderful machine, and 

feemed 
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feemed to attend my anfwer with inquiet- 
ude, fcarcely believing I could perfuade 
myfelf to part with what appeared to them 
fo eftimable. 

. I fhall be delighted to hear, at fonie 
future period, that they Ufe my bellows, 
have improved on the model; and remem- 
ber the ftranger who gave them the idea 
of an mftrument fo neceflary in metallurgy. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIL 



ATTACHMEKr OF THE CAFFREES TO THEf* 

CATTLE AKD DOGS FOUR SPIES DETECTED 

IN THE CAMP THE CAFFREES GREATLY 

ALARMED AT IT. 



TH E inhabitant of Caffraria lives fo 
familiarly with his cattle, and fpeaks 
to them in fo kind an accent, that they 
puijflually obey his voice. As they are 
not tormented by their condudlors, thefe 
pacific animals never attempt to make any 
xnifchievoys ufe of the weapons with 
which they are fupplied by nature. Thoie 
who have the care of milking the cows, 

have 
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have no occafion to tye them. I have al- 
ready mentioned the inftinft which in this 
part of Africa teaches that animal to re- 
tain its milk for her young. The means 
the Caffrees make ufe of to countera<ft 
tlBis, is different from that adopted by the 
Hottentots: fhey faften a cord to one of the 
hind feet of the animal, which a man pulls 
with all his ftrength; incommoded by 
having its leg drawn in this manner froni 
under it, the creature gives its nndlk freely. 

Whatever may occafion this difFererice 
between the African cows and thofe of 
Europe, there is no doubt of its exiftence^ 
and that fome fuch expedient is neceflary^ 
and in generd ufed among the favagcs. 

They milk into thofe bafkets I have 
already defcribcd; thefc are cxclufively 
fabricated by the woitten ; the fize depends 
entirely on the fancy of the miker, but the 
form rs coniUritly the fame. Being very 

light. 
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lights and not made of brittle jthateriak^ 
they are, without contradiction, very fer- 
viceable. The Caffree women were not 
idle while at my camp, they had brought 
plenty of ruflies, and employed themfelves 
in making thefe bafkets, which when they 
had worked with all the art they were 
miftreiies of, they wiflied to exchange 
with me for hardware. 

They are always well wafhed before they 
attempt to put milk in them, not indeed, 
from an idea of cleanlinefs, but to fwell 
the rufhes, and render them capable of 
containing liquids 5 for, to confefs the 
truth, they are not very delicate or care- 
ful in cleaning thefe utenfils, which are 
frequently very difgufting. They had a 
cuftom of bringing a bafket of milk every 
evening, which my Hottentots and Kees^ 
who were not fo difficult as their mafter, 
enjoyed the benefit of. I took care, how- 
ever, not to let my neighbours fee my 

repug- 
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repugnance, not wifhing either to afHi<a or 
humiliate them by refufing to partake of 
their prefents : for it has always been my 
maxim never to ridicule, or contradict the 
manners or cuftoms of any nation I might 
happen to be among, nothing being more 
grating to the difpofition of a people ; and 
it is certain nothing can be'more indecent 
or abfurd, 

I am concerned at having to reproach 
one of the moft amiable and fecial of na- 
tions with this vice, ^nd to fee them 
remarked for it by their neighbours,^— 
Should we be furprifed at not finding at 
London the airs, the faftiions, and amufe- 
ments of the agreeable flirts that inhabit 
the banks of the Seine ? A fenfible man 
will never openly reprove the pradice of 
the country he vifits ; however ridiculous 
their prejudices may happen to appear to 
him, he will feem to refpe<Sl, becaufe he 
has no right to contradid: them; and this 

behaviour 
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behaviour (whfle he gives free play to his 
rcfleftions) will be furc to gain him the 
good will of every one, however they may 
happen to differ among themfelves. For 
me, I can accommodate myfelf, with the 
greateft facility, to the manners of the 
country where I happen to refide ; 'there 
is nothing I prefer to roaft-beef and pud- 
ding when I eat them in England; I could 
mingle with the Laplanders y and partake of 
their train-oil without repugnance; and in 
Africa, content with the broiled collops oS 
the Hottentots y I could eafily forget bread, 
and think corn an unncceffary luxury. 

However fgnd the Caffree may be of his 
cgttle, they do not entirely engrofs his at- 
tention ; indeed, his partiality for his dog 
feems moft predominant, and the atten- 
tion beftowed on him rather border on the 
ridiculous ; while the gratitude of the ani- 
mal feems proportioned to die kindncfs 
with which he is treated. 

My 
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My pack ^as never fo mach carefled, 
or fed fo plentifully as during the time the 
Cajrees were with ipe. My great dog 
gager, was particularly an objcft of admi- 
ration ; they were continually avering 
that it was impoflible to form a concep- 
tion of a more beautiful animal, and he 
was fo great a favourite that there was 
hardly a man in the party who would not 
have purchafed him at the expepce of a 
dozen of his oxen. 

It muft be CDrifeflcd gager was one c£ 
the fineft dogs in the country : neither he 
nor his fellow animals ever quitted the 
Kraal of the Caffrees but with regret ; 
and ufually fpent the major part of the day 
there. The good people never checked 
them for putting their nofes in the bafkets 
and lapping as much milk as they pleafed. 

I ,am pierfuaded (though they every 

night flept about my tent) they would 

Vol. IL R have 



Digitized by 



Google 



242 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

have been of little fervice to me, had I 
apprehended any thing from thefe fevages ; 
they were fo firmly attached to them, and 
feemed fo much to have forgot my peo- 
ple, that when any one of the Hottentots 
happened to be later than ufual from the 
camp, he was forced to call out to his com- 
rades to hold the dogs, and prevent them 
from attacking him* 

Had I apprehended any danger from 
the Caffrees^ I fhould have endeavoured 
to prevent this ; but as I entertained no 
fuch fuipicions, I did not wifli to deprive 
them of a felicity that helped to attach 
them more firmly to my perfon, but giv- 
ing them every pardon and indulgence, 
endeavoured to mark the confidence! put 
in them. 

In the fituation I then was, it would 
have been extremely impolite to have ex- 
preflcd any apprehenfions I'efpeding my 

' vifitors, 
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vifitors, fince by fo doing> t fhould only 
have added to t^e vain, terrors of my HoU 
tentots^ who were already alarmed to luch 
a degree that all my confidence, with 
every poflibledemonftratioh of the friendly 
dilpofitions of thefe people, could never 
obliterate their fufpicions. Caffraria^ in the 
ideas of my people, was the tomb in which 
they had refolved neither to be accom- 
plices nor fall viftims to my imprudence, 
nor could the fear of punifhment on their 
return to the Gape, nor threats of chaf* 
tifing on the fpot, fuch weak defcrters', 
prevail over their fears. 

This change in the temper of my Hot-' 
tentots appeared the ftranger to me, as I 
had not before been accuftomed to the 
leaft degree of obftinacy or contradi<ftion. 
It is true they always feemed averfe to 
the expedition, even before our arrival at 
BruyntjeS'-Hoogtey where I was fb dif^ 
agrcebly and cruelly abandoned by the 
R a Hoord 
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Hoord that had for fome time accompa- 
nied me ; but our prefent circumftanccs 
were widely different, we had not then 
received any friendly aflurance from the 
Caffreesy we had never met with any of 
them, their manners, charad:er, and mode 
of living were utterly unknown, and pre- 
judice, as ufual, had magnified every idea 
of danger, and preiented them to our im- 
maginations as a people fanguinary and 
ferocious. The propofition, therefore, to 
crofs their country, even to the fea, might 
reafonably be fuppofed to alarm men who 
have no great fhare of fortitude or intre- 
pidity; but at prefent arefuM feemedthe 
effeift of obftinacy and difobedience, of of 
difguft a:nd fatigue on the contemplation 
of fo long a journey. Other caufes might 
contribute to this backwardnefs, which I 
then knew nothing of, nor became ac- 
quainted with, till it was too late. 

No^ithHanding every impediment, X 

was 
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was fully determined to adhere to. my 
plan. I could not bear the idea that my 
people, who had until now been ib fub- 
miflive to my 'will, Ihould flatter them- 
felves with having made me alter jmy refb- 
lutions, or didating to their chief, as a 
prudential kw, what I knew to be the 
fuggeftions of pufiUanimity. I torliicnted 
my imagination (if I may ufe the expref- 
fion) and contrived a thoufand expedients 
to extricate myfelf from the embarafling 
delemma.in which I was plunged. 

I counted on Klaas as on myfelf; I was 
equally certain of old Swanepoel^ of the 
huntfman Zeariy who had followed me 
from the valley of Soet-^Melk, and fhot 
my firft Tzeiran ; Pit and Adam feemed 
alio well difpofed; and the coufin of Na^ 
rinUj with two of his companions, had 
offered their fervice : it muft be confeffed 
the three laft were unacquainted with the 
uie of fire-arms, and would have been 
R 3 almoft 
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almoft as much intimidated at firing a 
piece as ftanding in the way of the hall; 
yet they helped to make up a number, 
andwere, therefore, of fbme coafideraT 
tion in the party. 

I was fully refblved to hazard the jour^ 
ney with thefe eight men, but ,my plan 
being not yet thoroughly digefted, I 
bought it moft prudent to poftpone an- 
nouncing it to my Hottentots till after the 
departure of the Cqffrees. 

A circumftance now happened, which 
placed this matter in a new light. Klaas 
returning one afternoon from hunting, 
entered my tent, and informed me that 
four Bajiard^wbites had concealed them- 
felves in niy camp ever fince morning, 
and he fufpedlcd* they were fpies from 
Bruyntjes-Hoogtey employed by the cojo- 
nifts. He had picked out of the conver- 
sation of thefe four rogues, that the 

whites 
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whites had been informed of the arrival of 
the Caffrees, and were furprifed and mur- 
mured at my haying treated with fo much 
cordiality their mortal enemies. Klaas 
conjured me to be on my guard tfll he 
had nwle,a more certain dHcovery of their 
intentions, and have an eye particularly 
on, one of my people called Slinger^ whom 
he fufpeded of havmg held intelligence 
with thefe four emiffaries. 

Violently irritated at the audacity of 
thefe ppople, I ordered them to be imme- 
diately brought before me. The embar- 
rafled and timid appearance of thefe fel- 
lows, fufficiently demonftrated the culpa- 
bility of their defigns. I queftioned them 
with feverity ; demanding by what right, 
or^whofe order, they had dared introduce 
and conceal themfelves among my peo- 
ple ? This apoftrophe, accompanied with 
a threat to have them puniflied on the 
fppt, with the anger that animated my 
R 4 counte- 
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countenance, difconccrted them fo much 
that they were unable to reply. I added, 
whoever had been fo bold as to introduce 
them, merited my anger, and deferved to 
be punifhed as a traitor ; that I ihould 
not now proceed to extremities, but, 
whatever their commiffion was, they 
might inform thofe who had employed 
them of every thing they had obferved in 
my camp ; that abfolutely independent 
and free to profecute my own defigns, I 
owed no one any account of my a<3:ions, 
^nd that a condud void of reproach, 
placed me above the reach of fear ; that 
being a friend to mankind in general, I 
Keld traitors of every nation in abhor- 
rence; being unconnected with any.fet 
of people I efpoufed none of their quarrels, 
had none with the Cqfrees, with whpm 
I was furrounded, and to whom I fliould 
be happy to render every good office, that 
fmcere friends and worthy people have an 
Vndpubted right to expedt from every juft 

mi 
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compaffionate man; that I would be re- 
fponfible for the behaviour of the Caffrees 
as long as they remained with me, and the 
equity that conftrained me to intereft my- 
felf in their defence, while they conducted 
themfelves peaceably, would equally oblige 
me to turn my arms againft them the mo- 
ment they difcovered defigns inimical to 
the peace of the colonies; I concluded, 
with an aflurance, that I was fufficieiitly 
inftrudted in the motives of both parties, 
to be convinced thefe favages were peace- 
ably inclined,* and would never commence 
hoftilities. 

After this difcourfe, I ordered the /pies 

to be condudted out of fight of my camp, 

by four of my Hottentots ^ armed with muf- 

kets, and aflured them, if ever, under any 

pretext whatever, they fet foot in my 

camp clandeftinely, I would treat then! 

like beafts of prey, or any others who 

/hould dare obtrude themfelves with fimi- 

lar intentions, 

lob^ 
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I obferved that theie h& menaces made 
great impreffion on my Hottentots, and 
when it came to their turn to be interro- 
gated on having concealed theie fellows in 
my camp, . no one dared to ojfFer a fingle 
word in his own excufe. I reproached 
them with the greateft feverity, declaring 
I would punifh, and afterwards drive from 
me, the firft among them that fhould 
approach the habitations of the colonics, 
with whom I meant for the future to hold 
no manner of conmiunication, I endea- 
voured to mark with particular feverity 
thofe words which were addreffed to 
Slinger, and forbad him to quit his poft 
without my orders. 

The Caffreesy who were witnefles of 
this fcene, having remarked my looks and 
geftures, feemed ftruck with the vivacity 
of my refentment, and the confternation 
that was imprefled on the coimtenances of 
the Hottentots. T^ey knew fomething 

that 
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that had happened in my camp made me 
entertain great aninjofity againft a part of 
of my people, but underftood too little of 
our language to comprehend the meaning 
of what they faw; yet they appeared greatly 
alarmed and furpriied at the diilurbancet 
expreffing by their looks and adtions die 
perplexity and uncafinefs it gave them. 

Hans took great pains to explain this 
enigma; and I thought this precaution 
tended to calm the inquietude that exifted 
among them, but when they confidered 
the colonifts had been with us, nothing 
could fupprefs the idea that the perfidious 
and yindidtive whites would (hortly affem- 
ble, and attack them even in my camp. 
In vain did I endeavour to aflure them of 
my protedlion — of fafety, I faw no more; 
that chearful and unfufpicious gaiety which 
before fat on the countenances of niy Caf- 
frees^ and annoilnced the tranquillity of 
their minds ; they fpake much amoii^ 

them^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



252 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

themfelves, feemed eager in confultations, 
and evidently wiflied to haften their de- 
parture. . 

Hansy who accompained them to the 
Kraaly informed me next day that they 
entertained fome idea of his having betray- 
ed, and brought them here to be aflafli- 
nated ; confequently, I could not be in- 
terely free froni their fuipicions. They 
recoUeifted that one of thefe Bajiard-wbites 
hadbepn feveral times among theni on pre- 
tence of exchanging commodities for cat- 
tle ; that, confidering him as their friend, 
he had their confidence, and they beheld 
his return with fatisfadtion, tvhile the 
monfter was endeavourihg to betray them; 
enraged at this inftance of perfidy, they 
unahimoufly refolved, fhould he dare repeat 
his vifit, to punifh his villany with death. 
Hans concluded,^ by acquainting me with 
the refolution the Caffrees had formed of 
returning into their own country, and 

begging 
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^^iS^^S ^^ ^^ behalf of my vifitors to 
exchange part of my old iron for fome 
oxen. 

I peremtorily refufed this article, allur- 
ing them I would not poffibly acquiefce, 
as the colonifts would naturally complain 
that I had furniflied them with arms; be- 
fides, I had before formed the refolution 
of obferving the moft perfed: neutrality"; 
but iron excepted, they were welcome to 
any thing I had in my pojSeffion, and be- 
fore their departure, I meant to give proof 
of my .attachment; and ftill further to 
foften this refufal, which I knew to be a 
trying difappointment, I affured them, I 
was ready to make the fame anfwer to 
their enemies, if fcarcity of arms fhould 
prompt them to a fimilar application, dur- 
ing the continuance of the war. 

Though thefe reafons \^ere fufficiently 
ftrong, the Caffrees were not to be rcpulf- 

ed 
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cd by a fingle refufal^ they returned again 
to. the charge, and the moft eager Iblicita- 
tions were more than once repeated; but 
I had already formed my refolutions on 
this point, and they were not to be fhaken* 

I was too well acquainted with the ex- 
agerating dilpofitionof the colonifts, who, 
for the moft trifling article of this kind, 
drawn from me by the utmoft importuni- 
ty, would not have foiled to magnify the 
vfxohg done them, and to reprefent my 
condefcenfion in this particular, as a crime 
deferving the fcvereft reprehenfion. 

However powerful this prudential rea- 
Ibn may appear, I had one, which to me 
was ftill more forcible ; I wiihed to fup- 
prefs rather than foment the dangerous 
animofities that liibfifted between thefe 
parties, well knowing that if they came 
to blows, at this time, it would be diffi- 
cult to avoid taking part with one fide, 
^ or 
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or the other which would by no mean* 
correlpond with my defigns. 

On the departure of the Caffrees^ I 
meant to prefcnt them with a quantity of 
glafs^ and hardware, which I had fiwnc 
days before refufed to exchange for iomc 
of their oxen. I ardently wifhed tp per- 
fuade the yonngCaffree^ Ihave before mea- 
tioned, to remain with me, but it was no 
more poffible to prevail on him in this 
particular, than it had been for his coun- 
trymen to alter my refolution refpedting 
iron 5 neither my prefents, nor promifes 
that he fliould be entirely his own mafter, 
and free to return whenever he pleafed, 
had, any influence on him 5 he pppofed all 
my folicitations fo abfolutely that I fpund 
it would be impoflible to fucceed. ^^ I 
*^ know the whites too well,'* faid he, 
'* to truft them. They are ever ftudying 
^* to ppprefs us, and was I fimple enough 
** to. follow you> after being once reduced 

'y to 
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** to llavery it would be in vain to remind 
" you of your promifc, I fhould never be 
** permitted to re^ifit my native country/' 
Pe feared to be treated as the colonifts of 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte treat their flaves ; but 
fuppofing he ^Vas fufficiently convinced of 
my humanity, and refolution to fulfil my 
promifes, he was not certain, he re- 
marked, that I fhould always have it in 
my power to protect or fend him back to 
Caffraria. - 

I attempted a thoufand times to calm 
his fufpicions, telling him, he fhould not 
confound the Hollanders with the fangui- 
nary and perfi4ious colonifls. I demanded 
if the men I had in my fefrvice appeared 
unhappy, or had reafon to coniplain ? — • 
that every one of them might make ufe of 
his liberty, and quit me on the inftant if 
he thought he could better his condition : 
but, notwithflanding all my arguments he 
continued firm to his refolution* 

Our 
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^ Our frequent huntings and the above« 
tacntioned alteration in my camp, inter* 
rupted in iome meafure thofe familiar coq« 
vcrfations I had held with the Caffrees | 
yet I did not entirely negledtj^ when op* 
portunity ofTered, to obtain every poflibla 
information, which they gave with tha 
Utmoft cordiality and cheerfulnefs, Thq 
news of their departure made me the naoro 
eager to queilion them, as /I had by no 
means forgot the unhappy fufFerers who 
were fhip-wrecked in the Grofvenor, an 
i^nglifh Eaft India^man^ 

They could not give me fo ample an ac- 
count as I wifhed in this particular, being 
iimply acquainted with the fad. Situated 
towards \the north- well:, they were fer- 
ther from the fea than myfelf, and could 
give no pofitive account of this melan- 
choly cataftrophe : they had, indeed, feea 
part of the effeds taken from the wreck, 
which had been exchanged with other 
Hoards for cattle j even the Cqffres^ now 

Vol. !!• S at 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 TRAVELS IN AFRICA.' 

at my camp, poflefled fome trifling part 
of the property. One ftiewed mc a piece 
of filver coin, which he wore at his neck, 
another a fmall fteel key ; they likewife 
defcribcd, as well as they could, a curiofi- 
ty which had fceen divided among them. 
By their account I judged this muft have 
been a watch, whofe wheels they had fe- 
parated, and formed into diiFerent orna- 
inents; and i was convinced I was right 
in my conjedlure, when on fhewing them 
mine, they all exclaimed it was the lame 
thing, only of a dijfFerent colour, their's 
refembling the piece of coin the Caffree 
wore about his heck. They added, the 
moft valuable of the efFedls had been taken 
by their countrjmien that inhabited the fea 
coaft, who were in poffeffion of a great 
quantity of pieces fimilar to that they had 
fhcwn me. As for the people who 
efcaped the wrecks they had been inform- 
ed fome were found dead upon the fand, 
but that others, more fortunate, had 

reached 
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reached fome country inhabited by white 
people. 

My confiiltations with the Caffrees ufu- 
dly concluded with their united folicita- 
tions for me to accompany them. 

Had this ftep agreed with my tafle, it 
CQuld not with my prudence ; for though 
I did not believe them capable either of 
deceiving me, attempting my life, or pil- 
laging my eifedts, I by no means wifhed 
them to be acquainted with the differences 
I had with my people refpedting the jour- 
ney, or that no more than eight of my 
Hottentots confented to follow me ; on the 
contrary, I wifhed them tO' inform the 
Cajrees-.thzt we were flrong, numerous, 
and could entertain no fear of them, vsrere 
they inclined to do us an injury. 

I thought it fafefl to ufe fome precau- 
tions with thefe favages : for example, I 
S 2 fuffered 
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fufiered none of tiiem to pafs the m^t at 
my camp; Swanepoel taking care thele 
orders fhould be rigoroufly obeyed. We 
ever flept in our inclofures, which none 
of my Hottentots were permitted to quit 
in the evening, which is the time the la- 
vages generally chofe to attack the whites, 
as their colour renders them lefs difccrn-r 
able. 

Had the Caffrees been acquainted with 
my^tuation, I jflboujd certainly have en- 
tertained fome apprehenfions on account 
of thofe I left behind me ; but, keeping 
them ignorant of the exaft time and man- 
ner of my departure, they fuppofed, when 
I began my march, I fhould leave nothing 
behind, having taken ibme pains to make 
them believe I &ould fend my wa^^ons 
back to the colonies* 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



DEPARTURE OF THE CAFFR££S-«*AUTH01t 
PREPARES TO VISIT CAFFRARIA-»TA,KES 
JLFAVE OF HJS CAMP-^BEGIKS HIS JOUR- 
NEY, 



ON the twenty-firft of Oaober, the 
Caffrees came to inform me they 
purpofed to fet ofF that day. Every pro* 
teftation of friendship and gratitude vras 
renewed ; joined with promifes, that, 
through whatever Hoards they pafled, 
they would publifh how kindly and hof-* 
pitably I had received them, and the riches 
J ^4 gratified them with pa th?jr ddpap^ 

§ 3- m^i 
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ture ; after this favourable account, every 
Kraal would expert my arrival with im- 
patience, and welcome my appearance 
among them with joy. They promifed to 
defcribe my camp, my perfon, but above 
all my beard, this being an evident mark 
by which I could be diftinguifhed from 
the polonifts ; obferving the flag on my 
tent, they demanded whether I fliould take 
it with me ? And on being anfwereid in 
the affirmative, exprefTed their joy by loud 
acclamations • DeUghted with the thought 
of feeing me among them, they appre- 
hended my being confounded with their 
unworthy perfecyitors, and afFedtionately 
wiihed to fecure me. from any unlucky 
miftake. 

After the ufual ,Ti2:^(?^, I accompanied 
them to the river fide ; having, with their 
beafts, fwam to the oppofite fhore, I fa- 
luted them for the laft time with a gene- 
ral difcharge of my mulkqtry ; and foon 

after 
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after the trees and bufjics intercepted them 
from my view. 

The annexed plates are engraved from 
two drawings I took of thefe people, who 
were aftonifhed to fee the refemblance I 
produced. 

The Caffrees gone, I flattered myfelf 
the Hottentots in my train would refleft 
on the eafy, tranquil manner they had paf- 
fed their time with us, confider every for- 
mer 'fear ^s fll founded^ and conclude by 
cpnfenting to accompany me in my expe- 
dition • I did not defign to appejir violently 
interefted in this projed:, wifhing them tp 
be determined by their own opinion of the 
cntcrprize : I fet off, therefore, immedi- 
ately to vifit the venerabje Haabas ; de- 
termined, if j found this defirable change 
in the fentiments of jmy pepple on my re- 
turn, to ftrike the camp, • and begin my 
journey before they had time to cool, of 
^ter their determination, 

S 4 Puring 
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During the ftay of the Caffrees^ I had 
feen but two Gonaquau ; I wifhed to re-5 
new my acquaintance with thefe worthy 
neighbours, ^nd inform them of what had 
paffed fince our feparation. 

I went to their Kraal unattended, they 
were overjoyed to fee mc. Haabas in- 
formed me of his fears, and likcwife thofe 
of the Hoard on my account, during the 
time of the Gqffrees ftay with us ; thei^ 
afked me a hundred times if I was furc 
their retreat • was undiicovered ? I laid 
every thing in my power to quiet thefe 
fears; as that the Caffrees had told me 
they bore no hatred to the Gonaquaisy 
knowing they had no communication witl^ 
the' Whites, ox other Hottentots. I like- 

wife aflured them that the fituation of 

« 

.their Kraal virzz perfe<9tly unknown to th^ 
Caffrees ; but if their fear^ (notwithftand- 
ing this aflurince) were ftill predominant, 
it would be better for them to remove^ 

Haal^as 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA, t6f 

Hoards embraced this ptopofal witli 
warmth ; he did not, he faid, give much 
credit to their profeffions, having been 
obliged very lately to defend the HoorJ 
from their attacks ; and being unwilling to 
fubjedl himfelf to a like misfortune, he 
defired I would advife with him concern- 
ing a new fettlement : the refult of our 
deliberations was,; that they fliould gain 
the weftern mountains, Mdiich extend to- 
^ wards the nprth^eaft, at a grca( diftance 
^om Caffraria^ 

The banks of the Sondag werg formerly 
the limits of the Cajrees, whofe princi- 
pal habitations were at Bruyntjes-Hoogfe^ 
the veftages of which are yet to be feen. 
The exprefs orders and intentions of go- 
vernment (who wiflied to live in peace 
with thefe favages) were, that thofe limits 
ihould be facred ; but the colonift, who is 
neither aduated by a principle of wifdom 
pv found policy, finding the lands of his 

defence- 
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defencelefs neighbours preferable to hia 
own, has from time to time extended his 
limits, and gained with impunity on thefe 
people, obliging them to retire even to 
the Groot^Vis. 

Several motives engaged me not to ftay 
with Haabasy but before my return, I 
wifhed to know whether he could not 
perfuade more of his people to join thofe 
who had offered to accompany me ; and 
in order to remoye every idea gf compul- 
fion, I affigned the three who had ten- 
dered their fervice a rendezvous in my 
camp, and gave .them four days to pre- 
pare for the journey, 

I could not take my waggons with me, 
as I could only rely on eight men to ac- 
company me in this journey to Caffraria^ 
and thefe were by no means fufficient for 
the management of my caravan ; I there- 
fore wifhed to procure fome oxen for the 

parriagc 
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.carriage of my baggage, as we had but 
pne ufed to that bufinefs, and would gladly 
have exchanged fome commodity I was 
in polTeffion of, for more of thofe ufeful 
animals. 

Notwithftanding the hofpitality of the 
chief, and indeed of the whole Hoordj I 
refolved to quit them, and for that pur- 
pofe pretended immediate bufinefs: to 
ponfefs the truth, I was in no mood for 
pompany, a fudden and unaccountable 
^dnefs having overwhelmed me; my 
.travels no longer appeared in that pleafing 
point of view as before y crpfled in all 
my defigns, frefh difficulties fprang up, 
and deprefled my Ipirits with vexation and 
fatigue. ^ 

Before I quitted Haabas^ . I did not for- 
get to enquire after the fick Hottentot^ 
though I did not wifh to fee him : th^y 
^ffured me ^U pur endeavours to reftorc 

him • 
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him had been ineffe^ual, that his pains 
had not cCminifhed, and they now.de- 
fpaired of his life. I alked after the young 
Narina^ who was abfent with her mo^ 
ther ; I fufpedted fome of the Hoard were 
gone to inform her of my arrival; as (in 
the prefent difpofition of my mind) I did 
not wiih to fee her^ I faluted Haabas and 
feturned to my camp. 

I immecBately began exj^mining my men 
feparately, wifliing to be informed from 
their own mouths of the intention of each; 
and, if poflible, difcover whether there 
was not fome mutinous fpirits among Aem, 
wljio blew up the flanje of difienfion. 

I found them unanimous in declaring, 
that their non-compliance was occafioned 
by my temerity, in un4ertaking fitch a 
|iazardou8 cnterprife. 

Whateycf anger I felt from this difobc^ 
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dience, whatever inconyeniences I wai to 
fi^er by it, I had not power to reprimand 
them feverely. Too many realbns fpoke 
to my heart in their favour, and I ftill felt 
my attachment to them as ftrong as ever. 
Fear had, indeed, deranged the duty they, 
owed me, but by no meanis annihilated it. 
How could they go into a country, they 
faid, from whenire a fF&ite or Hottentot 
fcarce ever returned ? 

I conjured them to remain faithful, and 
not forget their duty in my abfence. Re- 
gard was fo ftrongly pourtrayed on the 
countenances of my Hottentots^ and thefc 
words feemed to make fo great an impref-# 
fion on them, that I drew a favourable 
ppinionof what I might expeft from.their 
affedtion and fidelity could I have renoun- 
ced this contefted and fo much dreaded 
journey* I concluded, by promifing them 
an equal fliare of afFedion for the future ; 
and, fliuttipg inyfelf up in the tent, em- 
ployed 
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ployed the greater part of the night in 
forming fchemes for putting my plan in 
immediate execution. 

The next morning I aflembled the £&/- 
tentots on whom I could depend, and in- 
formed them I was ready to depart, if they 
Were yet refolved to follow me. To dif- 
pel every idea of danger, and prove I did 
not wifli to aft with incautious temerity, 
I afTured them, I had no intention of pe- 
netrating farther into Caffraria than ap- 
peared perfectly confiftent with our com- 
mon fafety. 

As, from the account of my meflengers, 
it appeared uncertain whether I fhould be 
able to meet with king Fharooy I (imply 
propofed vifiting thofe Caffrees who ex- 
pected me with fuch impatience; and 
then, turning eaftward, defigned to ap- 
proach the fea, and endeavour to difeover 
the wreck of the unfortunate Grofvenor. 
• I had 
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I had the fatisfadlion to find thefe all 
continued firm to, the promife they had 
before made me/ I then addreffed Swane- 
foely telling him I confided in his care 
during my abfence, and conjuring him to 
to maintain good order in my camp. 

My three Gonaquais arrived at the ap- 
pointed time ; our provifions and neceffa- 
ries were prefcntly got ready, I filled two 
leathern bags with gun-powder, thefe 
were inclofed in a third to preferve them 
fi'om damp; we caft fome balls and fhot, 
defigning to take eight guns, leaving the 
fame number for the ufe of the camp. \ 
prepared an aifortrtient of glafs and hard- 
ware, in fmall parcels ; took my tent, a 
woollen coverlet, a large cloak, arid other 
efFe(5ts indifpenfably neceifary. My cook- 
ing utenfils confifted of one pot and a 
boiler ; and I did not forget fome tea, fu- 
gar, and fait. .My companions were oc^ 
cupied in rolling up their Ikins, mats, &c. 

* and 
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and requefted me not to forget ft plentHUl 
proviHon of brainly and tobacco* 

The buiUe and agitation occafioned 
ip my camp by thefe neceflary prepara-^ 
tions, . Would have afibrded me a ftriking 
and entertaining pidure, had my people 
hccn all willing to follow me, and my 
mind tolerably at eafe. The mingled air 
of contrition and regret, that marked the 
^cs of one part of my people, was flrik- 
ingly contrafted by the loud voices and 
haughty looks of thofe that were about 
to accompany me, who feemed to regard 
the reit with pity and cont^npt. 

Every thing being now in readincfs^ wc 
fixed our departure for the next day, being 
the third of November* 

When our evening fires were lighted^ 
and I was ieated as ufuai among my peo*^ 
ph, I obiierved thofe who were to reoma 
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al the camp, expreffed their uneafincfs for 
our departure by a number of queftions 
refpedling the length of our journey, the 
time we fhould be abfent, and a number 
of other particulars which demonftrated ' 
their impatience of our return. I feized 
this opportunity of making a gentle ex* 
hortation, but without the leaft appearance 
of difcontent ; nay I even feigned to ap- 
prove their reafons, well afliired that fuch 
approbation would have no ill effedl on the 
determination of my intended companions* 
In anfwer to the apprenhenfions they en- 
tertained for my fafety, 1 aflurcd them I 
relied too much on the affiftance of my 
comrades, and peaceable difpofitions of 
the Caffrees, to apprehend any, danger. I 
recommended obedience to old Swanepofl^ 
promifing rewards to fuch as behaved 
properly in my abfence; and finally, to 
obliterate all borrow, ordered a general 
bumper to the fuccefs of our journey*; if- 
ter which we retired to reft. 

Vol. 11. T I could 
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I cpuld not dole my eyes the whole 
night ; 9t ilay-^brcak I called up my peo«» 
pk^, ordertiftg the four .oi£ii to b^ harneff- 
edj thafwtt pvrjpofed taking with us.-«^ 
Wh^ile we wece at foreak£Lft9 I ordered my 
ilogs to be tied up, a$ wkhout thi^ precau«^ 
<io(i I fhpuid have been £>liowed by the 
whole pack, <uui it wa^ my defign to take 
oaly five of them with me. 

B^ore I bad adieu to my camp, I took 
old Stvanepoel afide, telling him, that if I 
found it impoffible to cvois Caffrarta^ \ 
fliottid return in fifteen days ; if, at the 
expiration of iiiis time he faw nothmg of 
me, he was to remain where he was fix 
wedcs^ when he was to jftrike the camp and 
go ta Camdeho (Ms country) , and Igave him 
leave to take- that tout even before this 
time was elapfed, fhould he fee occafion, 
or apprehend any danger in remaining 
wliere he now was. I entreated him to 
mind my people, to be careful of my 

waggons 
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waggons and collediohs; in k M^fd, on 
the kaft fignal of danger, to think of no- 
thing but getting away in fafcty. ^* And 
ihoidd my ftay," faid I, with an enniotion 
I could not fupprefs, " give you reafott 
** to believe I have perifhed in my expe- 
" dition, take the road to the Cape with 
** the remainder of my people, and put 
" all n^y cfftiSts into the hands of my 
'* friend Mr. -Bd^rj.'* 

The honefl: old man could not hear 
tiiefewords^ without tears. I confoled 
him by promifing to attempt nothing 1 
might not reafonably cxpeft to fucceed 
in, efcaped from his afFedionatc remon- 
ftrances, and joined thcrfe who were wait- 
ing my departure. 

Kees was among the foremoftj thus 

attended by my eight men, one of whom 

carried my flag, I began my journey, and 

foon loft fight of the camp . It was necef- 

T 2 fary 
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fary to go a league and a half up the river 
before we could crofs the ftream; part of 
my people, who had accompanied me thus 
far, returned liack when we had reached 
the oppofite.fide. 

We quitted this river and took the 
north-eaft road, ftriking at jonce into the 
moft extenfive part of Caffraria^ which 
agreed both with my opinion, and the in- 
formation I had received from Hans. 

We marched continually under the 
ihade of the Mimofa Nilotica, the whole 
canton being overipread with theni. The 
ground was covered with fuch very high 
grafs that it was very fatiguing to walk 
through it. My people fufFered more 
from this than myfelf, for being very dry 
it fcratched their legs at every ftep, and 
obliged them at length to make themfelves 
boots, either of fkins, or wo v^n grafs. 

My 
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My oxeri wfere the only part of my cal- 
valcade that feemed pleafed with this fpot, 
feeding as they walked along, without 
having the trouble of bending their heads 
to the ground. We had continually be- 
fore our eyes a great number of gazells of 
different fpecies, particularly the kind 

My dogs fprung a bujlard which I kill** 
ed; it was different itova any that have 
yet been defcribed, and larger than the 
European duck I its plumage on the neck, 
breaft, and bdly, light blue 5 the reft of 
tiie body red, pointed and ftreaked with 
black. The croaking of this bird refem^ 
bles that of a togd, but is iConfi4efably 
louder. 

We continued our journey for five hours, 
though the heat was exceffive, which, at 
length, obliged us to ftop. It is true, we 
were in fome meafure fheltered from the 
^n by the above-mentioned trees, but 
T 3 their 
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their leaves are fo finall and iJ^nly fet, 
that its* fhade is not very fervieabk ; there 
were no othets 6n the plaifa, but I ob- 
ferved fome large ones on the mountiains 
at a diftance, like thofe of the counify of 
Auteniquas.. 

I remarked as we went along, that rtiy 
monkey frequently flopped at the Mimo/a^ 
pulling 6fF the briars with which that tree 
is garnifhed, and eating them with the 
greateft dppearahce of fati§fa<^ion, Ttuft- 
ing to the gbodnefs of hfe palate, I re- 
folved to partake of thife regale ; and 
fbtind^ oh exariiinatioh, that the greeneft 
ef thefe thbrns only are eatable •, they are 
two oi- three inches in length, and as 
brittle as afparagus ; but the event did not 
anfwer my expeftation : at firft, indeed, 
tne tafte was fweet and agreeable, but the 
mouth and throat are immediately after 
attacked with a difagreeabld burning fen- 
fation^ accompanied \Vith a tafte which 
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has a greet afBiri^ to garUdk ; and I found 
the feed, \^hich fcemcd particularly to 
plea& Kees' pakte^ was equally difagree- 
i^le. 

On this tree I found a beautiful forge 
caterpillar; it was circled with a black like 
velret, on a green ground; the wings 
white, with brown fpots ; and the body 
£o foft that it felt like cotton. 

I have fince remarked^ that when the 
Mimofa bloHbms (which is generally about 
January) the flowers are covered with 
vail quantities of infefts of diiFerent fpc- 
cies ; confequently, the cantons, whcr# 
tbeie trees mofl: abound, are convenient 
for the ftudy of this part of natural hif- 
tory ; and, at the fame time, colle£t an 
infinity of birds, whi;> are attracted by^ 
and feed on theih^ 

The fifft time we halted, \ fkinned the 
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bujlard I had (hot, and made an excellent 
meal of it, while my men ufed the pro- 
vifions we had brought with us. My 
oxefi had fo well regaled themfelves by 
the way, that we no fooner flopped thatn 
they laid down to fleep, and, notwidi- 
ftanding the loads on their backs, the 
height of the grafs entirely intercepted 
them from our view. 
♦ ■ 

The afternoon became cloudy, and we 
were aflailed by a dreadful ftorm, accom- 
panied by thunder i notwithftanding this, 
we purfued our journey, for finding no 
ihelter where we dined, the inconvenience 
arifing from the bad weather^ was not 
augmented by travelling. By five o'clock 
in the evening we were fo fatigued, that 
finding it impoiTible to proceed, I ordered 
the fmall tent we had with us to be erect- 
ed, kindled feveral large 'fires, and having 
dried myfelf as well as our prefent circum- 
ftances would permit, retired to refl j my 

people 
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people, laid on mats and covered vnth 
ikins to fhelter them from the rain, did 
the fame. The dampnefe of the earth foon 
penetrated the coverlet on which I had 
ftretched myfelf, and the rain,- that fell 
without intcrmiffion, foaking through the 
tent, and overflowing the Hottentots, ren- 
dered this fituation fo difagreeable that wc 
began to prepare for our departure before 
day-break. 

Hans aflerted we were at no great 4i- 
ftance from a Caffree Kraal, which had 
been deftroyed by the colonifts. The rifing 
fun difperfing the clouds, reanimated my 
ipirits, and I refolved to gain this Ipot, 
which would aflford us a comfortable fhel- 
ter ; but after eleven hours march, I found 
we had yet three leagues farther to go. — ^ 
The wearinefs of our oxen, approach df 
evening, and meeting with a charming 
rivulet, made me determine to remain 
^here I was for the night. 
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Every league wc proceeded th* Mimrfa 
became fcarcer, arid not fo flouriMng.^i^ 
From our qncampment (which was on a 
gentle eminence) we could difcc>vcr a very 
high mountain, which my people bought 
they recognized, and I could plainly di- 
ftinguiih by my glafs it^vas that adjoining 
to Koks^Kraalj which might now be about 
twelve or fifteen leagues diflant. ^ 

When the oxen were unloaded, and my 
tent pitched, I took a walk by the fide of 
the ftream, which I judged, after many 
windings, difcharges itfelf into the Groot-^ 
Vis. In this excurfion I fhot a bird I was 
unacquainted with, it was a kind of 
cuckow, which, notwithftanding itfi af- 
finity to that I have before defcfibed,. 
(and which is likewife fpoken of by Buf- 
fbn, under the name of the Coucou^verd^ 
dorixA the Cape), I have great reafim to 
believe of another fpecies, its note being 
Itptally different. I lofl much time in pur- 
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fuihg the ftmdle» which is very ihy: I 
could compare her te nothing but an ^art^ 
fill coquette, who every moment flattered 
my hopes> and when I thought myfelf fore 
of hcTi inftantly flew to a greater diftanc^ 
jhan ever. I was employed in this puffuit 
a whole hour, and at length lofl: her en-^ 
tirely in a thick wood. 

I arrived at the tent juft, as one of my 
men was bringing in a kind ofgazeU, call- 
ed X Gnou. This fpecics was iirft noticed 
by Mr. Gordon, and the dcfcription he 
fent to the Profeflbr AUaman, which that 
gentleman has fince publiflied, is very 
fexa(ft, though it is to be regretted that the 
figure is ^ery defedtive, and ill executed. 
This animal ( whofe form refembles a finall 
ox) is not better known by the engraving 
in the French tranflation of Do(9x)r Spar- 
man; for the artift, or the defign froni 
which he copied, not content with giving 
it the cheft and loins of a horfe, has alfo 
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added a horfe's tail, though the Gnou has 
one exaftly like an ox. 

The Hottentots call it Nou^ which word 
is preceded by a cluck of the fecond kind, 
(as before defcribed), and it was probably 
this found that influenced colonel Gordon 
to add the g to the proper name, which in 
pronunciation produces an efFeft fome- 
thing fimilar. Doftor Sparman writes it 
Gnu^ becaufe the Swedes and Germans 
pronounce the tu^ like ou. Tranflators 
fhould take into confideration the confu- 
fion occafioned by fuch errors relative to 
the proper names of animals, which it is 
eflential to defcribe exaftly, 

The night pafled quietly; we heard, 
indeed, the roaring of lions in the moua- 
tains, but that did not give us any un- 
eafinefs, as we thought ourfelves and 
cattle out of danger ; having taking the 
precaution to confine our horfes and ox:en 
to the fpot by means of long bridles. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



ARRIVES AT ADESERTED KRAAL — ACCOUNT 

OF TREES, . MOSS, &C. DESCRIPTION 

OF A PARTICULAR KIND 'OF GAZELL— 
ARRIVES AT ANOTHER KRAAL. 

ON the fifth of the month we fet out 
very early, and arrived at the Kraal 
we had expected to reach the night before, ' 
but did not find a fingle inhabitant. The 
greater part of the huts were entire, itvtn 
of them flood near each other, the reft, 
to the number of fifty or fixty, were 
fcattered over a fpace of half a league. 
Here, for the firft time fince my quiting 
the colonies, I difcovered fome figns of 

cul- 
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cultivation, the natives fowing a kind of 
millet, known by the name of Caffrarian 
Corn 

Each perfbn, after choofing the fpot 
he means to cultivgti^, eredts his hut in 
the centre; w^hich is the reafon their 
dwellings are not huddled together like 
ifyoik of thf? Hottentots. It appeared ^t 
tS^ inhahitantfi of x\m Krq^f H%<1 hp^n 
recently fiirprifed by the coionifts ; for we 
found a number of dead bodies half de- 
voured by the wild beafts. Some fields 
of corn, ready for cutting, had begomg 
the haunt of a number of gazells^ who 
having nearly laid them wafte; we let 
loofe our oxen to complete the trefp^fs. 

I took up my refidence in the tent as 
ufual, while the Hottentots occupied the 
ieven adjoining huts. They cut down 
large branches of trees and covered my 
tent in fuch a manner, that it could hardly 
^ be 
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be diftinguifhed from one. Juft before 
us ran a fpring over a pebble bottom; a 
few fcattered Mimofa trees grew here and 
there ; while at a fmall diftance from our 
camp, rofe a majeftic foreft, in which I 
generally pafled the heat of the day: a 
number of trodden paths, in a hundred 
different directions, plainly (hewed the 
fpot had been much and long frequented. 

I faw a number of trees which I had 
before obierved in the country of Autene^ 
quas ; the Cms-puant abounds on all iideSj 
this I have already obferved, grows m the 
bay of Lagody from whence the inhabi-. 
tants of the Cape procure it for cabinet- 
work; but the price of carriage ren- 
ders it very fcarce and dear. This wood, 
capable of receiving th^ fineft polifli, is 
inacceflable to worms; when old, it 
changes to a maroon colour, variegated 
by Kght and dark veins. While green, 
it exhales a fmcU, fo difagrecable, as to 
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excite ficknefs, particularly in damp wea-^ 
ther ; but it lofes this quality as it dries. 
The growth of this tree (like all other 
clofe compact woods) is flow, though in 
time it furpafles in height and Jfize the 
krgeft oak. 

I alio remarked the Geele-Houttj (yel- 
Ipw- wood) fo called from its colour j; which, 
though not fomuch efteemed as the form- 
-er for furniture, is very ferviceable for 
planks, beams, and rafters- It bears a 
yellow fruit, about the (ize of a fmall 
plumb, covered with a thick rind; con- 
taining a very hard ftone, the kernel of 
which is die only part that can be eaten. 

Another tree, called Roye-Houtty (red- 
wood) fo namedifrom its deep red colour, 
grows, very thick, and, is fo foft that the 
tincture may be . eafily extraSed. The 
fruit, which is as big as a large olive, is 
likewifered, and when ripe may be eaten 
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With pleafure : the inhabitants diftil a 
kind of brandy from it. 

I ftopped nndcr ^KaerJen^Boom, (cher- 
ry tree) which had no other merit than 
calling to remembrance my killing the 
four elephants. I recollected thefe ani-^ 
mals appeared fond of this tree» feeding 
on its fruit and leaves; as I had never 
tailed them, I took this opportunity of 
fatisfying iny curiofity, but judged from 
the experiment, that elephants alone 
could be feniible of their goodnefs. 

The Hottentots made me remark a tree 
which I had never before feen> though 
they informed me it was formerly com« 
men in the tolonies, and tifed particularly 
for wheels by the cart-wrights belonging 
to the company ; who had exprefsly pro- 
hibited» under fevere penalties, any indi- 
vidual from making ufe of it. This ediA 
has occaiioned its extirpation, except in 

Vol. II. U 
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fBLTts diftant from the fettletnents^ the 
colonifls having entirely given ,up Ac 
propagation of it. This tree is called at 
the Cape Boeken'^Heutt. 

Near the fmall rivers, ot in Avampy 
parts of Caffraria^ I frequentfy found 
trees refembling our willows; alio wiM 
almonds, with narrows leaves, and fruit 
fimilar to ours, differing only in the red- 
nefs of the fkins. 

An enlightened botanift might certain- 
ly, in travelling through this country, 
find many objefts worthy his attention, 
and ufeful to fcience ; for me, incapable 
of affigning to plants, fhrubs, or trees, 
their particular merits, or ran^ng them in 
proper'claffeo, T only Hopped when fome- 
thing unknown or extraordinary ftruck 
my attention ; for example, the chains of 
yellow mbfs, which frequently (in fome 
cif the cantons) fhbot to ten or twelve 
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feet in length, and fo furround the trees 
that you can neither diftinguifli trunk, 
leaves, nor branches, was a circumftance 
that to me appeared remarkable. 

I found this mofs very ufeful in prepar- 
ing my birds, and I would advife any or- 
nithologift, who may be tempted to vifit 
this curious part of Africa, not to incom- 
mode himfelf with flax, tow, cotton, or 
any fuch materials, as this mofs anfwers 
the purpofe equally well. Wifhing to 
flock myfelf with it for all my travels, I 
had one of thefe trees cut down and ftriped 
of all its covering, fearing I might not 
meet with it again. While young, it 
is very foft and (hort ; but when fix, or 
ten feet long, it is only fit for quadrupeds, 
or large birds. 

There are, likewife, numbers of Lian^ 

nesj which are covered from top to bottom 

with nets 0/ the fame growth ; . thefe arc 

U 2 finall 
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fmall and weak at firft, but aftarwaids 
attain the thiqknefs of a man's arm, and, 
like thofe of America, . form numberlefs 
links, which the inhabitants call Bawians 
ST^ww (Bawians cords) ; the monkeys of 
that name climbing by them to the tops 
of thefe trees and gathering the fruit, 
which is about the fi^e of a cherry, and 
of a cf imfeto colour. Birds in general, 
but particularly the Touf^acos, are fond of 
a round flat feed, which is inclofed in the 
pulp. I fpeak here of the kind of Lianne 
which is fometimes called the. WA/^r^^^, 
fr6m the refemblance the leaves bear to 
thofe of a vine^ Thefe natural cords will 
fuftain the weight of a man; provided 
the branches they are attached to are fuf- 
ficiently ftrong. This fruit is very good 
when fteeped in brandy, and ftill better 
wh«n conferved. I have frequently im- 
mitated the monkeys in climbing by thefe 
nets to gather it, and Ibmetimes in fearch 
of infedts, 
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Thefe woods abound in two difFerent 
(pQcits of gaze/Is ; th^ Bof-ioci, which I 
was before acquainted with; and another, 
named by the Hottentots, Noumetjes, which 
I had only juft a fight of in the country 
of jiutentquas I not that it is fcarce, but 
fo (hy, that there is a difficulty in getting 
near enough to ihoot it ; never venturing 
in the open country, but remaining among 
the. buihes ir/the thickeft part pf the 
foreft. The height of this animal is, at 
moft, twelve or fifteen inches j the male 
has ftraight fmooth horns, at the diftance 
of a hand's breadth firom ^ch pthcn It 
is of a light moufe colour, with a redi/h 
tinge .on the back ; the belly and infide of 
the legs white; its form is beautiful, and 
fpeed furprifing. It fquats like a hjrQ ; 
but no fooner perceives any one near, than 
it darts away with the rapidity of light- 
ning 5 flopping at fome diilance, it ex-f 
amines the huntfinan; and, though the 
paufe is but momentary, this is the only 
U 3 inftant 
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inftant in which you have any chance of 
killing it. Its cry, which I might call 
note, or warbling, is very fliarp, and of 
confiderable continuance ; it would, in- 
deed, be difficult to give a proper difcrip- 
tion of this; but fuppofe a flirill whiftling, 
prefently interrupted by founds like thoie 
produced by a tabor with fmall bells ; and 
you may entertain no very diftant idea of 
it. It is hardly conceivable that fo finall 
an animal (hould make fo loud a noife, 
which very much amazed me the firft 
time I heard it. The flefh is excellent ; 
being fuperior to every other kind of ga^ 

Among other birds, which were new 
to me in thefe parts, I (hot a fmall kind 
of eagle, with a long tuft on the back 
part of the he^d; and another bird which 
1 called Martin-Chaffeurj on account of 
its analogy to the Martin-Pecheur (Kiug- 
fifher) 5 its beak is long and red ^ the 
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back, wing$, and tail, of a brigjit blw ; it 
liV^es in. (he forefts, feeding on infedls, and 
builds in hpUow trees. 

Nothing remarkable happened during 
our encampment at this place; except 
that every day, bejtween three and four 
o'clock, we experienced ftiort but violent 
ftorms. 

Oaa the ninth day of the month, we 
fguchtA up the baggage, and continued 
<»i: journey. 

My Hottentots f according to their ufuaj 
cuftom of giving names to our encamp- 
ments, catted the Kraal we had jufl: (quit- 
ted, Tbe Camp ofMaJfacre, 

We took an eaftward courfe, croffing 
% country whofe grafs had been entirely 
ddiferoyed by fire.; the frefti verdure, whic^i 
was juft fpringiiig up, prefented the eye 
wiA a beautiful green carpet, 

U 4 ^ We 
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We hw on every fide flocks of die 
jpring-bock,. gnous, and ojbicbes. As 
we had plenty of provifions, I did not 
fire at the gazells^ but fcnt a firwr unfuc- 
cefsful /hot after the ojlricbesj who were 
too fhy to let me approach them. The 
gazells^ colleding in a. prodigious body, 
ftood gazing at us ; and the wither being 
extremely hot, the tranfpiration arofe in 
clouds froni this innumerable flock. In 
my way I (hot as many partridges as dined 
all my people, but did not ftop to drefs 
them till after five hours hard travel. The 
florm pf r^in, which came on at the ufual 
hour, ferved to refrefh us. 

In thefe cantons I frequently faw the 
print of oxen's feet, but by no means 
frefh ; and was furprifed to find fo beau- 
tiful a country defert, not meeting with a 
fingle Caffree^ though we had already 
travelled thirty leagues. * Hans fuppofed 
the alarm given by the colonics had oc-* 
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cafioned this, and I began to deipair of 
meeting with any Hoord; ever]^ thing 
evincing that the inhabitants had retired 
into the heart of the country ; and fhould 
we chance to meet any, it could only be 
fpies i who, devoted to the general fafety, 
eirilpr ranged the country or lurked ia 
ambufcade* 

As I was chatting with my men, a 
fmall flock of gazel/s rufhed by with 
great celerity, purfued by fevcnteen wild 
dogs; I immediately leaped on my horfc, 
determined to proteft the gazells and at- 
tack their purfuers : unfortunately I foon 
loft fight of them, the high grafs con- 
cealing ftones • againft which my horfe 
ftumbled every moment, and endangered 
breaking both our necks; I was forced to 
rejoin my people. 

An ojiricb ftarting before me at the 
diftance of twenty paces, I thought it 
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might be fitting, and haftened to the fpet 
from whence (he rofe, where I jR>uad 
eleven eggs quite warm, and four others 
at the diftance of two or three feet from 
the neft. I called to my companions, 
who broke one of the warm eggs, in 
which was a young ojlricby perfcftly 
formed, about the fize of a chicken jufl 
hatched. I thought thefe quite fpoiled, 
but found my people entertained a Very 
diiFcrent opinion of the matter, every one 
being eager to come in for his fliare. 
Atmroty. meantime, caught up the four 
outwalk &M^ aiiuring me I fhould find 
them excalieiit. In the fequel I learned 
from thia African what the refl; of my 
Hottenmsy and even naturalifls themfelves 
are unacquainted with, fince none that I 
recolle6l have ever mentioned it. The 
ojlrich ever places near her nefl a certain 
number of eggs, proportioned to thofe 
fhe intends to fit on, thefe remaining fe- 
parate and uncovered continue good a long 
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while, being defigned by the provident 
mother for the firft nouriihment of her 
young. Experience has convinced me of 
the truth of this obfervation, for I never 
met with an ojlrich'h neft without find- 
ing eggs difpofed in this rnannef at a fmall 
diftance from it. * 

At half paft feven we ftopped at a large 
lake formed by the rains, not knowing 
whether we fhould be able to procure any 
at a fhort diftance, and wifhing to water 
our oxen, who had none at our mid-day 
halt. Our fires made, my people bcgau 
^irefling their eggs, each in his own man- 
ner : they broke the top of one of thofe 
referved for me, and putting in a piece 
of fat, half covered it with the hot em- 
bers, then ftirring it with a w^oodcn fpoon 
made what they called a mixed egg. Not- 
withftanding I was very hungry, and this 
new food delicious, I could only eat half 
of one, which at leaft equalled in quantitj^ 

two 
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two dozen pullet's eggs. Some of my 
men, after taking out the young from 
thofe which were partly hatched, made 
an omelet of the remainder. I could not 
help joking them on this delicate ragout ^ 
but, being perfuaded to tafte it, I muft 
confefs that had I not been prejudiced by 
a difguft the idea had occafioned, I fhould 
have found no difference between thele 
and that I myfelf had eaten of. 

The evening pafTed cheerfully, not fo 
the night, being difturbed by the conti- 
nual barking of our dogs, which gave us 
the greater inquietude, as we heard no 
other kind of noife, and could think of 
nothing but ambufcades of Caffrees-, for 
had wild beafts been approaching, their 
howling would have announced them. 
The day returned, but did not diffipate 
our fears ; we vainly explored every part 
about our camp, and ftill remained ignc^ 
rant whether it was Caffrees^ or tho/e 
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thieves, the Bofhis'tnen^ that had given 
us the alarm, not being able to difcover 
the traces of their feet, or what path they 
had taken. On the tenth, without farther 
infornution, we continued our journey 
caftward. 

This direftion led us to a canton where 
the mimofa trees grew in great abund- 
ance. Being very high and branching, 
they formed a thick foreft ; which hav- 
ing crofled, we approached a finall river 
that was fordable ; we walked along its . 
banks for full two leagues ; when, night 
beginning to approach, we pitched our 
tent. 

Our guide informed m^ that three lea- 
gues further we fhould find the Hoord of 
Caffrees that had folicited me to vifit 
them ; a$ this was a numerous eftablifhed 
fettlement, very commodious and well 
known to the lavages, I particularly wifh- 
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ed to fee it. Thinking the report of our 
pieces might betray our fituation, • I or- 
dered none to be fired at game. My tent 
being pitched^ and fire kindled, we fat 
round it till late at night ; when, laying 
on frefli fuel, to prevent its being extin- 
guifhed before morning, we retired to reft 
as ufual, and our ilumbers were undif- 
torbed. 

Next morning I fent Hans forward, 
attended by two of my Hottentots well 
armed, appointing a rendezvous at two 
leagues diftance, and within one of the 
above-mentioned XrW; ordering tiiem to 
bring me an account of any difcoveries 
they might be able to make. 

This party returned, according to ap- 
pDintment, informing me, with grief and 
aftoniftiment, that they had found the 
Kraal in a good ftate ;' but, like the laft, 
abfolutely def«rted. We now oontimied 
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our journey, aild tookpofleflion of this new 
empire, where we found a hundred old 
huts, folidly cohftrudted, and fituated, as 
ufual, at a confiderable diftance from each 
other. Probably the inhabitants had taken 
feme falfe alarm, as we faw no iigns of 
' havock or devaftation. In one of the huts 
I found two (ifaygaysj the iron of which 
was rufty ; in another, a woman's apron, 
feveral wooden inftruments, and fome 
other trifles which I took poflfeflion o£— 
The plantations of corn did not exhibit 
fuch images of defolation and pillage as 
thofe we had encountered ; here the har- 
veft appeared to have been peaceably got 
in. I deterniined to remain two days in 
this place; and meantime endeavour to 
difcover if any Caffrees were in the neigh- 
bourhood. I well knew, that by diredling 
our fteps northward, we fliould fall into 
the very center of Caffrariay which* was 
what I wifhed to avoid ; defigning to pro- 
ceed by degrees, hazarding according to 
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' the dangers that prefented themfelves, or 
the information I might receive by the 
way. All our refcearchcs were in vain, no 
Caffree was to be feen. 

I fliall not deny that the ficStious de-* 
fcription 1 had been entertained with, of 
the magnificence common with Afiatic 
defpots (which I expedled to fee realifed 
in the ftate of thefe C^j^r^^princes) con- 
tributed at firft to infpire me with the re- 
folution of vifiting king Pbaroo ; but my 
' curiofity had not the fame incitement fince 
the Caffrees^ who had been at my camp, 
informed me he had no particular atten- 
dants, inhabiting a hut neither larger nor 
more commodious than the meaneft of his 
fubjedts, and ran the fame danger of being 
reduced to indigence,, fhould a mortality 
happen among his cattle, the people af- 
fordihg him neither ♦aid nor tax ; in a 
word, he is only a chief Ijke thofe of the 
Hottentots I the only difference being, that 

his 
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his dependants are more numerous, and 
his dignity hereditary; he is decorated 
with no external marks of royalty, and 
enjoys but a limited authority. I now, 
therefore, turned all my thoughts to the 
(hip-wrecked veflel; which, from the ac- 
count given by the Caffreesj I entertained 
but little chance dF finding; notwith- 
ftand I turned towards the (hore, ftill 
flattering myfelf with the chimerical idea 
that I fhould obtain more certain infor- 
mation. 

On every fide we faw deierted huts,^ 
but difcovered no appearance of any in- 
habitant. The buffalos, gazells^ and other 
game, abounded in every place we pafifed 
through ; which proves that the Caffree 
is not fo great a huntfman as the Hotteh-^ 
lot^ trailing lefs to chance, depending 
more on his flocks tod corn than the re- 
fources that arife from his flcill in the 
management of the ajfaygay. We faw 

Vol. IL X feveral 
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fevferd elephants^ but they pafled too 
quickly to give me any chance of fhoot- 
ing them. 

Since my d(?parture from Koks-KraaU 
I had made fo confiderable a coUedtion of 
birds, that I hardly knew where to ftow 
them; the bulk and care neceflary for 
their prefervation being more inconvenient 
than the weight, though I ever took care 
*.to flatten them that they might lay in the 
leafl poifible compafs. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



I^URSITES ms JOURNEY— DESCRlt»TION OF 
THE KOOPER-CAPEL— ALARMED BYTHi 

APPEARANCE OF SOME FIRES MEETS A 

COMPANY OF CAFFREES —DISTRESSES 
OF THAT PEOPLE-— RESOLVESTORETURN 
TO KOKS-KRAAL. 



ON the fifteenth we crofled the little 
river, along whbfe' banks we had 
tontiftued our journey* tUl this time j in 
order to avoid the barren and craggy 
mountains that prefented themfelves. I 
now deteimined to incline towards the 
fouth, but finding no beaten path we were 
obliged to purfue our way as circumftance 
X 2 or 
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or chance direited.' A large buftard rofe 
before me, whicli I immediately (hot : it 
was fitting on two eggs,, whofe fhells the 
young were juft ready to quit, being co- 
vered with their firft down. I was de- 
lighted that chance had thrown this bird 
in my way, which was entirely new to 
me ; the male and female alternately fit 
on the eggs : that I had juft killed was 
^.male, its head is adorned with a large tuft 
of feathers. The fenaale prcfently re- 
turned i and, flyjng rounds appear^ to 
wfttch^us, giving^ from time to time, a 
hoarfe kind of cry ; wifliing to entice her 
to the fpot, I left the eggs in the neft, 
pucpoiing to ihoot her fhould ihe return ; 
but finding no f^ace convenient to conceal 
myfelf, I relinquifhed. the projedt, and 
continued my journey. 

It IS probable there was not' a. fi^igle 
Caffree in the part we had traverfcLd; or 
in our different encampmentsand ma^es 

we 
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we fljouid certainly have tnet witli them:; 
for l)eii>g by no means fearful, they would 
have fought no conceakment. We were 
fiot all of the fame opinion on this fobjcd:, 
which fufnifhed matter for our ordinary 
difcourfe j fome afibrted tiiere muft be 
- Caffreesy who, not being powerful, feared 
to fhew themfelves; others maintained 
there were none, as we had not been at- 
tacked ; fomedmes we talked of the con- 
duft we ihould obferve in that cafe, each 
fohniAg ridiculous and impracticable plans 
ofd^nce, 

I was of opinion that we (hould fuflain 
their firft affault, and endeavour to come 
to a peaceable explanation before we made 
ufe of our arms, which would infure us a 
decided advantage when ever \ve might be 
.conftrained to have recpurfe to them. I 
had no doubt but this plan W6uld fuccee^ 
if we happened to be attacked during the 
day ; fpr the night it was quite a differenjf 

X 3 pafe. 



Digitized by 



Google ' 



310 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

cafe, and I forefaw almpft infurmountable 
difficulties. To avoid misfortune, I had 
conftantly purfued my firft method of 
fleeping at fifty paces diftance from my 
tent, on which I ever took the precaution 
to place my flag, that it might be feen at 
a diftance. This I thought might fave us 
from any. fudden furpri^e. 

We began to experience a fcarcity of 
V/ater, which gave us great alarm. One 
day when the weather was cloudy, and 
our march on that' account very, agreeable, 
though long, I perceived Kees ftop fiid- 
denly,. and turning his nofe towards the 
wind, fet out with the utmpft fpeed, fol- 
lowed by all the dogs, who were totally 
regardlefs of my call. ^ Aftonifhed at this 
Angularity, I fct fpurs to my horfe, and 
was fiirprifed to find them affefnbled round 
a fountain, at about three hundred paces 
from the plax:e when they fet off. I called 
to my men, whp foon approached, and 

wc 
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we encamped near this welcome fpring, 
to which I gave thenamc oiKees-fountain. 

1 fhall more than once have occafion to 
mention circumftances in which the in- 
ftindt of animals 'ha« been particularly fer- 
viceable, having extricated me from feveral 
dileoimas. I do not doubt but man has 
received from his Creator the fame advan- 
tages, which infenfible depravity has made 
him Toofe ; for the greater diftance the 
favage is from us, the nearer he approaches 
Jo a ilate of nature. 

Refolving to pafs the night at Kees-^ 
fountain^ I feized the occafion to prepare 
my bujlard. The gathering clouds an- 
nounced ?i ftorm; I therefore ordered my 
oxon to b^ unyoked and tent pitched. The 
rain fell. abundantly, but was not lafting; 
as foon as it was over, while ranging on 
every fide to difcover birds, two ferpents 
^f a bright yellow colour, fud4€nly i^arted 
X4 up 
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up before me ; thi^ were of the fpecies Co 
well known in the colonics by the name 
of Kooper-Capel. Thefe reptiles at fight 
of me, Iwdled their heads prodigioufly, 
hifling in a fearful manner j I knew their 
bite to be mortal, and the facility with 
which they dart to a confiderable diftance, 
fenders them ftill more dangerous : I fired 
imrticdiately, one fell, dead on the fpot, 
and the other took refuge in his hole. 
That I had killed meafured five feet three 
inches in length, and nyie inches in cir- 
cumference; befides an infinite number 
of fmall fharp teeth which furnifhes his 
mouth, on each fide his upper jaw, at the 
height of his nofi:rils, was a hook which 
meafured about five lines, fupplied with a 
joint like the talons of a cat, or tyger, and 
which he could contradt or throw out at 
pleafure, 

* » 

My Hottentots broke one of thefe } I 
Wfts pleafed to hear them dcfcant on na- 
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tural hiftbry, frcqucndy gaining more in- 
formation from their rude reafoning, than 
from the ingenious fpeculations of our 
learned men. I queftioned them refpeft- 
ing .thefe fcrpents, and received more 
lati$fad:bry anfwers than I expeded. — 
They made me obferve, among other 
fingularitics, that this hook, or hollowed 
gutter, is the condudlor by which the 
venom is inje<3ted into the wound itfelf 
has made. The fame thing has already 
been obferved, if I am not miftaken, of 
the Boidmnga, or Rattle-fnake, which I 
had often met with in South America. 

I remarked on the occafion how much 
monkeys are afraid of thefe reptiles; it 
was not poffible to make Kees approach 
this, though it was quite dead. I contriv- 
ed, however, to amufe myfelf for a mo- 
ment, by tying it to his tail ; and not being 
able to ftir without giving motion to the 
fcrpent, it may be eafily imagined by what 
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leaps and anticks poor Kees expreflied his 
fright and impatience, while his dreaded 
enemy was in this iituation. 

At night we perceived a fire ; which, 
as well as the darknefs would pennit 
us to judge, might be at about three 
leagues diftance. My Hottentots diought 
they difcemed the fhadows of men paffing^ 
and repaffing before it, and my glafs con- 
vinced me they were not miilaken. The 
queftion now was, were they Caffrees^ or 
deteftable Bopis^menj enemies of all na- 
tions, thieves by profeffion, and with 
whom no terms are to be relied on ? We 
concluded thefe. muft be the latter fort, 
as the Cajf'rees iiever inhabit the tops of 
mountains; therefore took the precaution 
to extinguifti our fires, aijd the night 
palTcd in tranquillity. 

On the morrow our,flfifft care was to 
4iicover where the fires were, , and to 
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Digitized by 



Google 



I 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA, 315 

whom they had bdopged ; the weather 
was fo fine, that we might eafily have 
difcerned the fmoke, but, being extin- 
guifhed, we .were deprived of any fixed 
point of dire<ftion, and our fearch might 
have involved us in the narrow pafles and 
defiles of the mountains, wherfe we en- 
dangered loofing our way'; but my peo- 
ple, perfuaded they were hot Cqffrees^ 
feemed lefs repugnant to follow me on 
this fide 2A all eyents: we, therefore, 
packed up our baggage, ?nd bad farewel 
to JQeS'fountain^ 

We crolTed a wood where the mtmofa 
trees were fo numerous, thick, and bufhy, 
that we could hardly go tien paces with- 
out flopping to clear the paflage; this 
perplexed us extremely on account of our 
.oxen, but perfeverance brought us, at 
length, through this troublefome forefl ; 
though I am perfuaded that after all our 
^tigue, wandering, and turning for the 
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fpace of three hoors^ wc had not advanc- 
ed more than a leagne from Ktes^Jb$ai^ 
tain. Before us was a copfe like that vra 
had juft traverled, to efcape which m^ 
continued om- ws^ more to the fouth-<afl. 

Covered with duft and overcome witii 
heat» after fix hours march^ we flopped 
at the fide of a lake which prefented it* 
felf very conveniently. One of my dogs 
(that had been much heated in purfuit t>f 
game) muft infalliably have perifiied, ^J^'^ 
had not perceived him in the water^ and 
immediately jumped in to refcue him. I 
mentk)n this circumftance^ which nlay 
&em indifferent to die reader^ that I may 
eflablifh a fa£t I was witnefs to in Africa* 
If a dog, while violently over-heatccj, 
throws himfelf into the water, he dies 
jf not inftantly taken out. In a fhooting 
party, I had with Mr. Boers^ a grey-* 
hound, that preceded us, leaped into a 
ftream we had to crofs, and expired before 
we cpuld reach him. 

As 
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As fbon as we were encamped^ and had 
refrefhed ourfelves, I fent Ibme Hottentots 
to difcover, if ppflible, thofe ,who had 
given lis fuch inquietude the night before; 
in leis than an hour I received news from 
one of my people, who. ran full ipeed to 
inform me, they had difcovered a cop- 
pany of Caffrees ; he now condudtea me 
^nd Hans through feveral turnings, till we 
could difcern ten men who were con- 
diiding fome cattle very peaceably ; having 
nothing to fear fiom fo fmall a number, 
we prefented ourfelves at a little diftance ; 
on fight of our fire-arms thefe people 
made an inftinftive effort to efcape, but 
Hans calling in their own language, and 
afifuring them they might advance with 
lafety y they inftanly flopped till he joined 
them ; and, on being informed I was the 
friend of the Caffrees^ they inmjediately 
approached ^ I prefented my hand, faluting 
them widi tdbe. Their fears fubfided at 
fight of my bpard^ having heard of me 
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from thofe Caffrees I had entertained it 
Kois'-Kraal ; one of them was likewife 
acquainted with Hans, whom he had 
feen in his own country, I led them to 
my tent, where I regaled them with bran- 
dy and tobacco; pointing at my flag^^ 
Aefe Caffrees gave me to upderftand they 
ha3* heard of me, and exprefled furprife at 
not feeing my waggons. Not willing to 
acquaint them with the apprehenfions of 
my Hottentots, I gave them to underftand^ 
I was only taking a little turn into their 
country, which I fhould hei'eafter travel 
through at leifure. 

They appeared anxious to learn the 
fituation of the colonifts at this time, and 
whether they yet fought them ? I gave 
fuch anfwers as I thought likely to calm 
their apprehenfions; as that. I had feen 
the colonifts at Bryntjes-^Hootge, where 
they held themfelves on the defehfive^ and 
were agitated by as ftrdng alarms as even 
the Caffrees themfelves. 

They 
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They informed me, that to reach the 
neareft Hoord of their nation, would re- 
quire (from the place where I then was) 
five . days hard travelling ; calculating, 
therefore, the diftance that feparated them 
from their enemies, at about fixty leagues, 
I could, witl|put any deception, leflcn the 
fears of thcfc Caffreesj by informing them, 
that the colonifts were neither prepared, 
nor difpofed to undertake fo long a jour- 
ney ; an alTurance that appeared to com- 
fort thefe unhappy people, who claimed 
my utmoft pity from the continual mo- 
leftation they had experienced : for, added 
to the lofles fuftained by the depredations 
of the whites, they were continually dif- 
treffed by the Tambouchisy a neighbouring 
nation, who, inftead of yielding them any 
afliftance, feized this critical opportunity 
of making inroads into feveral of the can- 
tons, robbing and murdering the unfor- 
tunate Cqffrees ; who, preffed thus on all 
iides^ in want of impliments of war and 
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every means of" defence^ afled an the de** 
fenfive^ having no rejfourcc but a precipi- 
tate retreat towards the north : meantime 
a third fop, not left to be dreaded, the 
Bojhis'-menj plundered and diftroyed aU 
they chanced to meet with* 

I was aftonifhed to find thatthefe people 
had wandered fo far from the reft of their 
countrymen ; this they prefently explained, 
by informing me, that on the firft incur- 
fion of the whites, they had haftily driven 
away their mingled herds, fbme to the fea 
coaft, and others to the diftant inland 
parts of Caffraria-y but hearing of no new 
hoftilities, they had wandered thus far in 
fearch of their difperfed cattle : they had, 
indeed, about thirty with them. 

I fpoke of the fires we had,obferved 
during the night, and Was informed they 
belonged to them ; they did not perceive 
mine, which would have given them- great 

uneafincfs. 
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Uneafindrs. I enquired about the (txipH 
wrecked yeflcl^ but learned little moxie 
than I was before acquainted with,-^that 
it had been caft away on the coaft of 

Caffraria, 



i judged this melancholy event had hap- 
pened beyond the country^ of the Tambm'^ 
ches^ as high as Madagafcavy towards the 
channel of Mofambique. Thefe people 
affured me, that, befides the difficulties 
I fhould have to encounter after having 
paiTed their limits, among feveral other 
rivers, we muft crofs one that was too wide 
to be fwam over, and mufl advance a 
great way towards the north to find it 
fordable ^ they added, they had Teen feverd 
white men among the T^ambouchesy fome 
time ago, when they exchanged fome 
merchandize with that people for nails 
taken from the wreck, but being now at 
war with them, they could procure no 
m©re iron, which they much wanted : they 
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concluded by a requeft^ common among 
theie unhappy people, that J would fup- 
ply them with this conmKxlity. I had 
expedted the melancholy entreaty, which 
neceffity obliged me to deny. 

To foftcn this rcfufal, T diftributed 
among them a part of my beads, toys, 
&c. with plenty of tobacco. They en- 
treated me to accept two of their oxen in 
return j I anfwered, that fo far from re- 
ceiving what was fo neceffaryto them, I 
wiflied myfelf in a fituation to augment 
the number ; this reply had the more ef- 
fedt on people whb iuppofe white men to 
be the moft dangerous and malignant of 
beings. They declared in very energetic 
terms to Hans^ who repeated it to me 
(but with that ingenuous timidity that 
feems fearful of giving offence where it 
means to praife), that I refembled the 
only honejl man of my colour they had 
ever feen. This perfon; I found, they 
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had encountered* fbme years before, near 
the river of the Bofhis-meriy where they 
dwelt "at that time, as the colonifts had 
not then fucceeded in driving them fur- 
ther ; he was a man, they faid, who tra- 
velled like me for information. It required 
no great pains to recognife Colonel Gor- 
don in this defcription ; and they were 
overjoyed when I informed them he was 
my friend, bidding me remind him of 
them when I fhould return to the Cape i 
and entreat him to make a report to go- 
vernment of their unhappy fituation, and 
draw a true and pathetic pidlure of the 
miferies and cruel dilemmas to which the 
barbarous injuftice of their perfecutors 
had reduced them. 

I pafled the whole day in converfation 
with thefe Caffrees^ informing myfelf of 
the manners, cuftoms, religion, and re- 
fources of this people; their accounts 
were confprmable to thofe I had before 
Y 2 received 5 
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received ; their failings were related with 
18 much candour as their eftin^ble quali* 
tics. My HottenUts found thefe people 
fo friendly, that at night they entreated 
me to let them remain among us; I 
granted their requefl, and then retired to 
my tent to repofe myfelf, and prepare for 
J the fatigues of the morrow. 

In the morning, while the Caffrees 
were preparing to depart, I called my 
men together; the reflexions tbeie 
people (whom they had formerly dreaded 
as wild beadis) might have occafibned, 
efpecially as they had an opportunity of 
converfing together after I had retired to 
reft, determined me not to leave to them 
the merit of advijfing what meafures were 
proper to purfue in our prefent circum- 
fiances ; on the contrary, I wifhed to im- 
prefs them with an idea of my prudence 
and caution, as it >mig^t be uiefiil in my 
future operations. I therefore infbmied 

them. 
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them^ thati after what we had heard the 
evening before of the difficulties we might 
encounter, with the danger of being af- 
faulted by /he Tambouchis or Bojhes-tnen^ 
who were now fcattered over every part of 
Caffraria^ I thought it moft advifable to 
return towards Kbks-^Kraali that if we 
directed our fteps weftward we fhould 
certainly fall in with the Groot-Vis^ by 
following the courfe of which river for 
fome days we could not fail of rejoining 
our camp ; I conqli^ded by faying, they 
were all welcome tor give their opinions 
of my propofal. 

The plcafurc that brightened their fea- 
tures plainly (hewed how much my advice 
had pleafed them ; this they confirmed by 
unanimoufly exprefling their fiitisfadion. 

I then informed them, that off our return 
to Koks^Kraals I fliQuld make no ftay but 
what ihould be neceflary for the repair of 

y 3 «^y 
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my waggons and preparation for a journey 
toward xhcfnow mountains^ from whence, 
paffing weftward, I (hould return to the 
Cape. 

I well knew the latter part of this plan 
was not to the tafte of my Hottentots ; 
for in crofling thofe barren and fandy de- 
ferts in the time of the drought, every 
one might promife hinifelf a full fhare of 
difagreeable circumftances ; but, impatient 
to explore the natural curiofities of that 
country, I was refblved to traverfe it, and 
I communicated my intention at this time ^ 
that my people might be familiarifed to 
the idea before my return to the camp, 
fince their prejudices conquered, I fhould 
have the fewer to contend with on my 
arrival. 

Before 1. parted with the Caffrees^ I 
prefented them with a good quantity of 
tobacco, refcrving no more than was fuf- 
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ficient for my people till we could gain 
the camp ; this furniftied me with room 
for fome birds I had fliot/ ox any I might 
kill by the way ; for I muft obferve, mf 
coUedion was already fo large that I knew 
not where to place it. 

The ten Cajrees helped us to pack up 
our neceflaries and load the oxen ; after 
which (wifhing each other a good journey) 
we feparated, they going northward, >vc 
towards the fouth. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



THE AUTHOR ILETITRNS TO KOKS-KRAAL^ 
PARTICULAR ACCOUKT OF THE CAFFREES 
—•PREPARATIONS FOR HIS RETURN TO 
THE CAPE — TAKES LEAVE Of T9EHO0RD 
OF HAABA$, 

WE were three whole days gaining 
the banks of the river Groot^Fis, 
during virhich time nothing remarkable 
happened. This march had been very 
fatiguing both to my men and oxen ; I 
determined, therefore, to ftop all the next 
day, both to refrefli ourfelves and fee if 
there w^as any thing w^orth obfervation in 
the environst 

We 
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We could entertain no fear of wanting 
water^ as the river was to be our guide; 
indeed, wc had found^no fcarcity while 
fecking it, but we could not afcertain the^ 
precife time it would take to reach eur 
camp^ fince high mountains or other 
eauies might poflibly oblige the river to 
take many windings J>efore it reached the 
fca, which would neceflarily prolong our 
march* . 

We continued our journey along its 
banks for three days, on the morning of 
the fourth we difcovered the high moun- 
tain, the reverfe of which we had feen. 
fome days after our departure; this occa- 
fioned great joy, as it was an affurancc 
that we (hould fhortly fee our camp, our 
flocks, our wealth, and the reft of our 
companions : we quickened our pace, and 
late the lame night reached the camp un- 
difcovered, where every thing was in per- 
fca ordjerj but I could not enjoy the 
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aflonifhment this uncxpeded arrival would 
have occafioned, for the dogs immediatdy 
Spread the alarm, and my people recog^ 
nifing our voices ran out inftandyt every 
one expreffing the greateft joy at our re- 
turn ; even the dogs by their leaping and 
icHidling, appeared to fhare the general 
latisfadtion j but another fight yet more 
interefting, was the augmentation gE my 
family, for fince my departure a fmall 
detachment of the worthy Gonaquais had 
quitted their Kraql and fettled on the fpot 
I had affigned the Caffrees^ having con- 
ftru(5ted feveral new huts. I was informed 
^t during my abfence every thing had 
ronainedin the greateft tranquillity; in-, 
deed, the admirable order the camp 
appeared in, rendered this information 
unnec.eflary. 

Stvanepoel gave me a very fatisfaftory 
account of all my people, .told me that 
?ach night they had thought and fpoke of 

us j 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 7/^t 

US ; that the firft fortnight having elapfed 
without hearing any news, he could not 
help feeling a kind of prefentiment that 
we fhould only meet at the Cape, as he 
well knew that unlefs prevented by infur- 
mountable difHoulties I fhould continue 
my way. 

I muft own that having been near a 
month deprived of the indulgencies of my 
camp, I was delighted to find myfelf re- 
turned. What inward fatisfadtion did I 
experience at the fidelity and attachment 
of the Hottentots ! Wifhing to ihew my 
gratitude, I announced with a loud voice 
that it was Saturday *, this declaration, 
which ran from one to another even to 
the Gonaquaisj completed the rejoicing r 
but this is a circumftance that requires 
foroe explanation, which I fhall enter into 
with pleafure ; for the rememberance of 
thefe fimple, though delicious means of 
^mufing niy leifure hours, while in an 
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^Imoft uninhabited dcfert, and fccluded 
ifrom theufual means of recreation, recalls 
the idea of that pure and tranquil fatis- 
faGion which, in the bofom of the arts, 
zrid furrounded by every attractive delight, 
I have fometimes fought in vain. 

On leaving the Cape I had forgot to 
procure an almanack, but wifliing to rec- 
kon how time went, I computed each 
month at thirty days, and as I never 
pailed one without an exa<3: diftini^on 
of weeks, the omifGon was not very ma- 
terial. 

Every' Saturday it was my cuftom to de- 
liver the Hottentots their weekly portion 
of tobacco : if the name of &e day had 
flipped my memory, and I did not choofb 
to take the trouble of confulting my book 
(which was fometimes the cafe) on rcfer- 
mg to them, the anfwer may eaiUy be 
devined, it was always Saturday according 
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to their calculation i and on my return to 
the Cape, computing my regifter, af- 
ter fifteen months travel, I found feveral 
weeks had contained two of thefe Satur- 
days. 

I was now furrounded by my numerous 
family, who were all fmoaking their pipes 
round a great fire, not excepting the Go^ 
naquais women, each individual being re* 
galcd with, a double portion of brandy, 
while I enjoyed my tea and milk, which 
I had for fome time been deprived of. 

I fpake of the Toad I intended to pur- 
fue, and found that every one of my peo- 
ple was already acquainted with this de« 
termination, nor did I meet with fo many 
objedions and remonftranccs as I had ex* 
petted : worn with fatigue, they thought 
all ways good that led towards the Cape, 
though the pafifage of fhow-mountains, 

which 



Digitized by 



Google 



334 TRAVELS IN AFRICA* 

which are the ufual retreat of the Bochis^ 
men, infpired fome of them v^ith terror. 

I fixed our departure for the eighth, that 
we ipight have time to repair the wag- 
gons, conftru6t a new tilt for that which 
contained my arms, ammunition, &c. 
replace the old traces by new ones made 
from the hides of two buffalosy killed dur- 
ing my abfence, and caft fome ball and 
finall fhot, all which preparations required 
time ; the addition made to my colledion 
wanted confiderable arrangement ; and I 
wifhed to enter in my journal the various 
obfervations I had made in Caffraria. 
Our good neighbours, the Gonaquais, aA 
fitted the Hottentots ^ while Ihut up in the 
tent with the idea frefh on my memory, I 
fettled my journal. . 

To judge of the Caffrees by thofe I 
had fcen, they are taller than the Hotten^ 
t0fs of the colonies, or even than the 

Gonaquais^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IM A1!*RICA. 33^ 

'G(maquais, though they greatly refemblc 
the latter, but are more robuft and poflefs 
a greater degree of pride and courage ; the 
features of the Caffrees are likewife more 
agreeable, none of their faces conf rafting 
towards the' bottom^ nor do the cheek 
bones of thefe people projed: in the un- 
couth manner of the Hottentots \ ^neither 
have they large flat faces and thick lips 
like their neighbours, the negroes oi Mof-- 
ambiqucy but a well formed contour, an 
agreeable nofe, with eyes fparkling and 
expreflive ; fo that, fetting afide our pre- 
judice with refpedl to colour, there arc 
many women among them who might be 
thought handfome by the fide of an Eu- 
ropean. The drawings of a Cqffree man 
and woman, as reprefented in the plates, 
were taken from nature. They^ do not 
disfigure themfelves by daubing their eye- 
brows like the HottentotSy but are very 
much' tatooed, particularly about the face. 

The 
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The hair of the Cqffrees (which i4/ 
ilfong arid curling) is nev» greafed, but; 
tiiey anoint the reft of their bodies with 
a view of making t})jemfelves adive and 
ftrong. 

The men are more particular in decora- 
tions than the women, being very fond erf* 
beads and brafs rings; they are feldom. 
fcen without bracelets on their legs and 
arms, made of the tuiks of an elephant, 
which they faw to a convenient thickncfs, 
and then polifh and round them. As theie 
rings cannot be opened, it is neceflarjr to 
make them big enough to pafs the hand 
through, fo that they fall or rife accord- 
ing to the motion of the arm. Sometimes 
they place fmall rings on the arms of their 
children, whofe growth foon fills up the 
fpace and fixes the ornament^ a circum* 
flance which is particularly pleafing to 
them. They likewife make necklaces of 
the bones of animals, which they polifh 

and 
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and whiten in the moft perfeift manner : 
fome content themfclves with the leg- 
bone of a (heep hanging on the breaft^ 
which is thought as pleafing a decoration 
as a patch on the face of a pretty woman* 
This ornament is likewife ufed by. the 
Gtmaquai^ as expreiTed in the plate. 

Sometimes this embellishment is changed 
for the horn oiz gazelle or any other thing, 
. accoirding to the caprice of the moment; 
and I think they would difplay as much 
variety and whimiicality in decoration as 
the Europeans themfelves^ was it equally 
ia thdr power; and are conilant*in the 
fanac habiliments, only becaufe they can- 
not fubftitute any other covering in the 
place of ikins. 

In the warm feaibn ih&^Caffrees only 
wear th^ir ornaments ; when the weather 
is cold, they make ufe of krofes made of 
the ikins of calves or x>xi^, which reach 

Vol. II. Z to 
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to the feet- In the plates I have given 
an exadt idea of the young Caffree holding 
his ajfaygays^ and a woman fuckling her 
infant. 

One particularity which deferves atten- 
tion, and docs not exift elfewhere, is, that 
the Caffree women care little for orna- 
ments; indeed, they are well made and 
pretty, when compared to other favages ; 
perhaps too, thoy have fenfe enough to 
know that decorations are more fit to mafk 
imperfection than to add to beauty : be 
that as it may, thefe women never ufe the 
uncouth profufibn of Hottentot coquetry, 
not even wearing copper bracelets. Their 
aprons, like thofe of the Gonaquais^ are 
bordered with feveral rows of beads, which 
is the only vanity they exhibit. 

The fkin that the female Hottentot ties 
about the loins, the Caffree woman wears 
as high as her jfhoulders, tying it over the 

bofom. 
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bofoih, which it covers. They have, like 
the men, a kros or cloak of calf or ox fkin 
divefted of the haif ; but it is only in the 
cold or rainy ieafon that either fex wear it. 
Thefe fkins are as foft and pliaht as the 
fineft' ftuiFs : the Caffrees prepare them 
nearly in the fame manner as th^Hottentots. 

Let the weather or feafon prove ever fo 
bad, neither men or women ever cover 
then: heads; fometimes, indeed, I have 
feeri the head of a Caffree. adorned with a 
feather, ftuck in the hair, but this fight 
is by no means common. 

One part of the daily occupations of 
thefe women is making earthen ware, 
which they fafliion as dexteroufly as their 
hulbands. Thofe I formerly had at my 
camp, finding a foil that fuited the pur- 
pofe, immediately fat about making pots 
and other veflels, taking with them at 
their departure a quantity of day, with 
Z 2 which 



Digitized by 



Google 



34P TRAVELS IN APR I C A* 

which they loaded fome of the oxen. I 
have before obierved that the women make, 
baA^ets ; they lik^wife prepare the fields 
for feed, fcratching the earth, rather than 
digging it, with wooden pickaxes, . 

The huts of the Caffrees are higher and 
more commodious than thofe of the Hot^ 
tentotsi, their form, too, is more regular, 
being a pc^fedt half globe, compofcd of a 
kind of crofs-barred arbour work, very 
compa^ and ftrong, covered both within 
and without, with a mixture of earth, 
clay, and cow-dungj^ well mixed together, 
^"fech-.is ^^read extremely fmooth and 
even, and ftrike the eye with an air of 
neatnefs unknown among the Hottentots. 

The opening, or door- way, is fb low, 
that to enter the dwelling you muft crawl 
on your hands and knees ^ this cuftom ap- 
pears very extraordinary, but as thefe hvits 
are only ufed to ileep in, this fmall aper- 
ture 
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ture is more readily clofed, and cah be 
better defended, whether againft Wild 
beafts or the attacks of an enemyt Thd 
hearth or fire place is in the centre, fur-' 
rounded by a circular, rilli which rifes tWd 
or three inches ; this confines the fire and 
prevents it from endangering the hut. 

At the diftance of five or fix inches 
found the outfide of the hut, they dig a 
channel of half a foot deep, and about the 
lame width ; this fervcs as a drain, keep- 
ing the cabin perfedlly dry. I have fcen, 
in different cantohs> between feveh and 
eight hundred huts, but never faw one 
that was fquare ; hot that I think it ma- 
terial to the reader whether thefe people 
live in fquare or round habitations, but 
this obfervation proved to me, that the 
traveller who refolves to defcribe every 
thing, fometimes proves that his travels 
have Wen confined to a finall cprnpafs. 

Z 3 - The 
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The lands of Caffraria (eidicr from 
their fituation, or the number of fmall 
rivers that refrefli them) are more fertile 
*han thofe of the Hottentots. The Caf- 
frees praftlfe agriculture,, which proves 
they are, not naturally wanderers ; in faft, 
on the fpot where they are born they ge- 
nerally die, unlefs the fettlement i^ dif- 
turbed, either by barbarous perfecutors, 
pr.fome of thofe cruel maladies tq which 
mankind are fubjedl. 

An agreeable and durable habitation, 
fituated near a fpring, on a tra£t of land 
cultivate^ by his forefathers, is furely 
fufficient to enrich the Caffree language 
with the delightful term of wy native land : 
an expreflion that can never be ufed with 
/propriety by the errant, carelefs, indolent 
Hottentot. 

I have made a remark, which, though 

it 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 343 

it may appear ftrange. Is no lefs certain, 
that, notwithftanding the beautiful forefts 
that adorn Caffrariay and delightful paf- 
tures which fpring up and almoft covet 
the animals who feed on them, with the 
numerous rivulets and brooks that meander 
in a thoufand different direftions, the 
oxen, cows, and almoft all other animals 
in this country, are fmaller than thofe of 
the Hottentots. This peculiarity certainly 
arifes from the properties of the fap which 
gives the grafs a different quality. I have 
made the obfervation both on doraeftic 
and wild animals, which never acquire the 
fize of thofe bred in the dry barren countries 
I had pafTed through ; and I remarked' in 
my travels among the Namaquaisy who 
inhabit the moft rocky and fteril fpot of 
all Africa, that the oxen were the fineft I 
had feen, and that the elephants and hip- 
popotamufes were larger and ftronger than 
elfewhere 5 which proves that the fcanty 
paftures of this country muft be falutary. 
If ^ Induftry 
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Indiiftry is a leading trait in tbc cha- 
ra£br of the Caffreesi fome arts» taught 
indeed by neceffity^ a love of agriculture, 
i¥ith a few religious dogmas, diftinguifh 
them as a more civiliied people than thoie 
towards the fouth. Circumfion, which is 
generally pradlifed among them, proves 
they either owe their origin to an ancient 
people, or have fimply imitated the in- 
habitants of Ibme neighbouring country, 
of whom they have no longer any re- 
membrance.; neither (k> they ufe it (as 
they fay) in any religious or myftical 
fenie. 

They entertain a^very high opinion of 
the Supreme Being, and of his power ; 
bclieve^ in a future ftate, where the good 
will be rewarded and the wicked punifhed; 
but have no idea of the creation, thinking 
the world had.no beginning,^ and will ever 
continue its prefent ftate ; th?y have no 
iacred ceremonies, and aevei: pray ; io that 
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if religbn cannot cxift without forms^ 
they have none. They inftru€l theif own 
thildren> having no priefts -, but inftead 
of them a kind of forcerers, or conjurors^ 
whom they greatly diftinguifli and revere. 

I never enjoyed the fatisfaftion of meet- 
ing with one of thefe, and I much doubt, 
with all their credit, whether they imppfe 
more on the multitude than thofe of the 
fame defctiption, who^ profit by vulgar 
credulity in more polished kingdoms. 

The Cajrees are governed by a chief, 
or king> whofe. powder, as I have before 
obfervcd, is very limited, receiving no tax, 
having no troops at his command, but 
being the fiither of a free people ; neither 
attended nor feared, but refpedted and be- 
loved, and frequently poorer than many 
of his fubjefts ; being permitted to take 
as many wives as he pleafes (who think it 
on honour to belong to him) it is necef- 
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£117 that he fliould have a larger portion 
of land to cultivate, and a greater number 
of cattle to tend and feed; thefe being his 
only refburces for the maintainance of his 
numerous family, he is frequently in dan- 
ger of being ruined. His cabin is neither 
higher nor better decorated than the reft ; 
his whole family and feraglio live round 
him, compofing a group of a dozen or 
fifteen huts ; the adjoining lands is gene- 
rally of his own cultivation. It is a cuf- 
tom among them for each to gather his 
own grain, which is the favourite nou- 
rifhment of the Caffrees^ and which they 
grind or rather crufli between two ftones;' 
for, which reafon, the families living fc- 
parately, each furrounded by its own plan- 
tation of eom, occafions a fmall Hoord to 
occupy a large portion of ground, a cir- 
cumftanpc never (t^n among the Hot^ 
tentots^ 

The diftance of the different Hoords 
r . . makes 
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makes it neceffary that they Ihould each 
have a chief, who is appointed by t;he king; 
when there is any thing to communicate, 
interefting to the nation, he fends for and 
gives them orders, or rather information, 
which the chiefs bear to their feveral 
Hoords. 

The principal weapon of the Caffree i» 
the lance, or ajfaygay^ which (hews his dif- 
pofition to be at once intrepid and noble ; 
defpifing, as below his courage, the en- 
venomed dart, fo much in ufe among his 
neighbours ; feeking his enemy face to 
face, and never throwing his lance but 
openly. The Hottentot j on the contrary, 
hid in the nook of a rock, or concealed 
by a thicket, difpatches an unfeen death, 
without expofing himfelf to the hazard of 
a return ; thus one is a perfidious tyger 
who ruflies by ftealth upon his prey, 
while the other, like the generous lion, 
gives warning, attacks openly, and either 
concjuers or Ms. The idea of inequality 

of 
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of weapons Is hot iJa|)dbIe o( fubduin^ 
hk coawge, which be^fs him above fuch 
confideratioiis. In vcif he tarries a fhield, 
of about three £tet in height, fnade of the 
thickefl part of the hide of a 6uja/d j this 
defends hitti from the arrow or affayga^^ 
but is not proof againft a muiket ball. 

The Caffree alfo manages with great 
jfkill a club, of a about two feet and a 
half long, made of a folid peice of wood 
three or four inches thick in the largeft 
part, and gradually diminifhing towards 
one of the ends. When, in a elofc en- 
gagement, they ftrike with this weapon, 
or frequently throw it to the diftance of 
fifteen or twenty paces, in which cafe it 
fcldom fails of the intended eiFedr. I 
few one of thefe favages ftrike a partridge 
in this manner, aa fhe was rifing to begin 
her flight. 

The fovcreignty here is hereditary, the 

eldeft 
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eldeft fon ever fucqefeding. In default of 
male heirs, it is not the king's brother that 
fucceeds, but the eldeft nephew ; and in 
cafe the king (hould have neither children 
nor nephews, the chiefs of the different 
Hoards ele6l a king ; an event which is 
fometimes attended by an oppofition of 
intereft, and fpirit of jparty and cabal, 
which generally concludes by bloodshed. 

Polygamy is cuftomary among the Ca/l 
fre^s, their marriages are even more fim- 
pie than thofe of the Hottentots ; the pa- 
rents of the bridegroom being always 
content with his choice; the friends of^ 
the bride are rather more difficult, but 
feldom refufe their confent ] after which . 
they rejoice^ 'drink and dance for weeks 
together, according to the wealth of the 
families; but thefe feafts are never held 
but on the firft efpoufals. 

The Cajreeshdxc no mufical inftru- 
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. ments biit fiich as are ufed by the Hotten- 
tots ; except that I once faw a miferable 
kind of flute among them, that does not 
deferve defcription. As for their dances, 
the ftep is not unlike the Englifli. 

At the death of the father, the ions 
and the mother divide the property he 
has left between them; the daughters 
claiming nothing, remain at home with 
their mother or brother, unlefs it pleafes 
fome man to take them; and, if this 
circumftance takes place during the life 
of the parents, they receive cattle in pro- 
portion to the wealth of their father. 

The* dead are feldom buried, but car- 
ried away from the Kraal by their family, 
and depofited in a deep trench common to 
the whole Hoard on fuch occafions, where 
the wild beafts repair at leifure, which 
preferves the air from thofe noxious va- 
pours 
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pours which otherwife the putrefadion 
would occafion. 

The honours of burial are only due to 
the king, or chief of a Hoord; they cover 
thefe bodies . with piles of ftones formed 
like a dome, which may account for that 
range of fmall hills which were formerly 
to be feen in the environs of Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, the ancient dominion of the 
Cqffrees. 

I am unacquainted with the difpofi- 
tion of the Caffrees refpedting love and 
jealoufy; but believe they only feel the 
latter fenfation in regard to their country- 
men '; voluntarily giving up their women 
for a fmall confideration to the firfl: white 
that expreflfes an inclination for them,— • 
Hans more than once informed me that 
thofe at the camp were at my fervice; and 
to fay the truth, they ufed every poflible 
attraction to entice me, even in the pre- 
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fence of their hufbands> who pcrha]ps were 
fcandaliaed at my want of complaifance, 
and the coolnefs with which I received 
thefe advances. 

I fhall carry thefe details no ferther, 
having faid enough to fhew how much 
the Caffreesi differ from their neighbours, 
with whom they have no concern, but by 
bloody wars and eternal enmity. 

The eighth (the happy day we were 
to fet out on our return to the Cape) at 
length arrived ; I took? a general revkw 
of my waggons, harnefs, adid cattle ; my 
collciStions were in good order, the ball 
and fmall ihot prepared y my oxen, who 
had enjoyed a long reft, and excellent paf- 
tare, were fat and healthy; in a wcM-d, 
every thing was ready for our departure, 
which I protradled for two days that we 
might have time to bid farewfel to our 

good 
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good ncighbQurs, arid make merry with[ 
theqi. 

Th^ t^ews of our dtsparture being c^-^ 
rie4 to the ifc«ri/ of Ha^ims^ I iapa faw 
both mca ^nd women haftenlng to us in 
£nall parting; Caabas preceded them^ 4II 
that were able following to take leave of 
Bs. Th^e gopd Haabas prefented four or 
five G(uaifqu4us froia a diderent Hoord^ 
whp> having beard fpeak of my journey, 
fervt thefe d!eputie$ to engage me to viiit 
theif cai%ton$. It waa impoHible for me 
to comply, but I fbftened my refiUal by 
promifing to remember their kind invi- 
tation oa the firfl journey I /hould under- 
take into thefe countries* 

During the forty-eight hours we had tp 
pafs together^ all was rejoieing and plea^ 
fare ; my brandy, was not fpared, any more 
than the mead that Haabas had prepared 
and brought with biiP* My gentle Narinq 

Vol. Ih A a and 
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and her fifter were the only peribhs that 
appeared not to fhare the general joy; 
their traits of innocent fimplicity were 
clouded by melancholy; particularly AT^r/- 
naj whom I ufed every endeavour to con- 
fole, loading her with prefents for herfelf, 
fifter, mother and friends ; in a word, I 
bereaved myfelf of all my trinkets to adorn 
her,- — but decoration did not at that mo- 
ment employ the thoughts of Narina. I 
gave to Haabas and his people all I could 
poffibly fpare, particularly tobacco, keep- 
' ing only enough to fupply my own men 
till we reached *the Cape; - 

At length I took leave of the veneVablc 
Haabas J entreating him with earneftnefs, 
and not without emotion, to follow the 
counfels I had given in refpeft to his 
Hoard J repeating that the colonifts, re- 
maining aflembled in the fame place, 
indicated fomc new projed: and annoujic- 
ed fome frefli treachery to be hatching ; 
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and as his Kraal vfz.^ immediately between 
them and the Caffrees^ they would fooner 
or later become the vicSims of one or 
other of the parties. He promifed to 
take my advice and go to fome diftance ; 
that he fhould have determined fooner, 
but waited to fee me on my. return from 
Caffraria: he finifhed, by faying, (with 
that honeft fimplicity and afFedion that 
marked his charadler^^ that, if the times 
became happier, by the re-eftablifhment 
of peace, he had formed the refolution 
of fettling on the fpot where we were^ 
encamped; as, added to ks agreeable and 
convenient fituation, it would remind him , 
of a friend. 



A a 2 CHAP- 



Digitized by 



Google 



2S6 TRAVEX8 1N APltICA* 



CHAPTER XVIIL 



tBE AVTHOU 1E^T£S KOKS-RRAAL -^ 
DESCRIPTION OF A PARTICULA*l SPECIE^ 
OF MONKEYS—MEETS WITH AN EXTRA* 
ORDINARY FLIGHT OF LOCUSTS* 

ON the tenth of December we de- 
parted. In vain fliould I attempt 
to paint the grief of the affeilionate Gana^ 
quais^ who^ in loiing me, appeared to be 
deprived of their deareft friend ; I can yet 
lefs defcribe the emotion their attachment 
caufed in my heart. I gave the fignal, 
my-mep, waggons, and cattle, began the 
march, myfelf following flowly, the bri- 
dle laying on my horfes neck, I dared not 
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look back, I co^ld. no^ fpeak, nor ain I 
alhamed to pwn, tears cafed the pppreffion 
of my heart. 

My good and true friends whom I fhal^ 
never more fee ! you promifed to remem- 
ber me, nor is the vow I returned oblite- 
rated from my memory, no time fhall ever 
crafc it } perhaps, refledling on my grief 
when quiting you, in your calamities you 
have expefted and wiflied for my return j 
or remembrance has led you to the favorite 
rendezvous of our feafts and entertain- 
ments, where in vain you have called for 
me; alas 1 I can neither defend, nor give ' 
you counfel; immenfe countries feparate 
us for ever. Forget ine ; let »o .vain hope 
embitter the tranquillity of your days, the 
very idea would be the torment of my life. 
I have retaken the chains of fociety, which 
mu/l bind me till death; and though I 
may fliortly be forgotten by my kindred 
and civilifed friends, my memory flialj 
Aa 3 ftOl 
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ftill live, and the track of my fteps be re- 
membered among the worthy Gonaquais. 

From the information we had procured, 
I prefumed we fhould find Snetiw -Bergen 
towards the weft, and , that by leaving 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte'on the left, and croffing 
the chain of mountains, we fhould reach 
this canton after a journey of about forty 
or fifty leagues, as we fhould be obliged 
to make many turnings and windings for 
the convenience of the waggons. 

I had heard fo many different accounts 
of thefe mountains, that I ardently longed 
to traverfe them ; I knew that their height 
and coldnefs made them uninhabitable 
during feveral months in the year; this 
climate promifed me a variety of new pro- 
ductions, worthy of exciting my curiofity. 

We travelled fix leagues, though the 
heat was exceflSve ; and, about one o'clock 

in 
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in the afternoon, flopped on the ruins of 
a Kraah the fight of which infpired hor- 
ror : the unhappy Hoordy moft probably, 
having been furprifed and maflacred, as 
the earth was ftrewed with human bones, 
and mangled limbs ; a revolting fpeilacle ! 
which we quitted as fpon as poffible. 

We continued o)jr journey tilj four 
o'clock, which brought ms to an aban-^ 
doned habitation, the hpuihold utenfils 
of which were all gone. Here we re- 
folved to pafs the night, but were hardly 
fettled before my whole body was over-run, ' 
and almoft devoured. I tore open my 
waiftcoat, *nd ig\xn^ my bofom black with 
innumerable fwarnxs of fleas, neither were 
jny Hottentot^ exempt frpm thefe trou- 
blefome vemjin. We quitted th? place 
immediately, which my men named Flea-- 
Campy and pitched our ,tea^^on the banks 
of a pleafing rivulet, m which I plijnged, 
>vithout .taking time to undrefe. Klaas 
A a i^ iadvifed 
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advi/ed me, after bathmg, to be anointed 
in die manner of the favages ; acctni£n$ly 
I was grcafed, for the firft time in my life, 
and became mtrch eafier. Though we 
had flopped btrt a quarter of an hour in 
that ill-encountercd fpot, my waggons 
?ind dogs were covered with the nafty ver- 
min ', and the balfamic operation I had un- 
dergone was obliged to be repeated till the 
firft ftortn of rain, which cleared us of 
our unwelcome vifitors. The common 
ufeofgreafe, perha5)s, prevented my men 
from being fo mqch aflajled as their ma- 
fter. 

The new fituation we had chofen 
was very agreeable. Sheltered from the 
north wind by prodigious fprefts, and the 
plaLi covered with the mimofa trees, 
which the colonifts call Doorefi^Boomy I 
had the plealWre to fee it in full bloflbm, 
which I regarded as a fortunate circum-t 
(lawe, I have before pbferved, that the 
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I 

flowers of this tree are covered with num- 
bers of in(eds» common in this Ct2iCon, 
and which attrad prodigious flights of 
birds of all kinds ; I therefore fixed mj 
camp on the plain, occafionally varjning 
its fituation. I have no doubt but the 
borders of this foreft were originally inha- 
bited by Caffrees^ as we could not go any 
diftance without meeting with antique 
huts, more or lefs demolifhed by time. I 
found the two fpecies cS gazells^ H^itgnou 
and Jpring-bock. Never did the awful 
filcnce of night ftrike me fo powerfully 
as in this place; the profound calm, 
which was at intervals broken by the roar- 
of lions, gave it an additional folemnity. 

Cuftom had rendered the neighbour- 
hood of thofe ferocious creatures habitual, 
and, after paffing twelve inonths, in a 
manner, perpetually among them, we 
flept without fear, having taken the ne-« 
Cfffary precautions* Each day I added to 
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jny coUedlion, which I enriched by a 
beautiful bird^ unknown to the ornitho-- 
logifls ; my men named it Vyt Lager 
(the Mocker), as it was fufficient for them 
to fee us, or even our animals, to make 
them aflemble by fcores, and, perching 
perpendicularly on the branches, balanc- 
ing their bodies backward and forward, 
deafened us with a quick repetition of 
gra^ ga, ga, ga. This poor bird feemed 
to furrender at difcretibn, for we killed as 
many of them as we ple^fed. It is nearly 
the fize of the blackbird; its plumage, 
fhaded with gold colour, purple and green ; 
the tail long and pointed like the head of 
a lance ; that and the wings are fpotted 
with white ; the beak long and bent, is 
remarkable for being of a fine red, as are 
likewife the feet* It hops from branch 
to branch in fearch of infefts, picking 
them out of the holes in the bark very 
dcxtejroufly. 

This 
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This bird muft not be miftaken for the 
wood-pecker, though there may appear 
fome refemblance, eflential differences dif-. 
tinguifliing it from that bird. Having one 
night remarked, that, infenfible of fear, 
they came in flights to rooft in the differ- 
ent holes of fome large trees, near our 
encampment, I caufed feveral of them to 
be flopped up, and enjoyed the fatisfac- 
tion of taking them by the beak the next 
morning, having made a fmall hole to let 
them pais fingly. All the fpecies jof the 
v^ood- peckers may be caught in this man- 
ner, though they hide themfelves more 
artfully than thdfe juft mentioned. It is 
a general rule, I believe, with all birds, 
who have two claws behind and two be- 
fore, to retire at night into the holes of 
trees ; not that this inftindt is peculiar to 
them, being common to the Mefanges 
(Titmoufe) and a number of others. 

It would be imprudent to run oner's 
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hand into thefe holes^ without being Veil 
informed what they contained^ as they are 
frequendy inhabited by quadrupeds of the 
fize of a rat; and fometimes contain 
fnakes, who are fcarching for the eggs of 
birds; and, though a number of theie 
reptiles are harmlefs^ yet touching them 
unexpectedly is very difagreeable and 
alarming. 

The fpecics called Kfioper-^Kapel^ of 
which I have before fpoken, frequently 
go into trees, and might eafily hjule them-* 
ielves in the hollows ; this might occaiion 
more than an alarm, and curiofity would 
be dearly repaid. 

On the fixtcenth, we continued our 
journey; three hours hiarch broug^ us 
to the river Klein^Vis^ we could go no 
further that day, as we lofl: a great deal 
of time in fecking a part fordable for the 
waggons, which had been nearly over- 
turned. 

The 
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The next morning we crofled fortu- 
nately; a forfaken habitation prefented 
itfelf, but I was not tempted to approach 
it. Some leagues further the mimofa was 
in great quantities, and in bloflbm 5 I did 
not rcfift the temptation I had to ftop in 
this place, as I found a convenient fettle- 
ment, on a fmall plain, in the middle of a 
wood of lofty trees ; the fituation pleafed 
me, and was commodious for my wag- 
gons ; the only difficulty was to get them 
through the buflies, brambles, and thick- 
ets that barred the paiTage; but as we 
had before overcome many difficulties 
that appeared almoft infurmountable, I 
determined to attempt this, in which we 
fucceededj though, on the nineteenth, 
in completing our labour, I had the mis- 
fortune to lofe one of my leading oxen, 
who, dragging violently againft a mimofa 
tree, the thorns penetrated into his 
ihoulder, and, breaking off, remained 
there, 
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We drew out all we tould perceive 
with our pinchers, but this was infufS- 
cient, as doubtlefs many remained. In 
twenty four hours a violent inflamation 
fucceeded, and the refult of our united 
confultations were to kill the animal, 
which was accordingly executed. 

The Touracds were very plenty in this 
wood, and, by no means fo fhy as thofe of 
Auteniquas. I found a new fpecies of the 
Calaoy and a number of others I was unac- 
quainted with, among which was a black- 
bird, with an orange coloured breaft. 

In addition to the pleafure this difcovery 
gave me, it procured me an opportunity 
of remarking the fimplicity of the Hot^ 
tentots. 

• 
One of them named P/V, was the firft 
who brought me this bird, it was a hen ; 
I immediately ordered him to return to the 

' fpot 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVfiLS is AFRICA. 367 

fpot where he had killed it, riot doubting 
but he would meet with the male bird; 
he begged me to excufe him, not daring, 
he added, to fire at it; I infifled on it 5 
but was aftonifhed to fee him aflume a 
melancholy air, and declare in a lament- 
able tone, that fome cruel misfortune 
Would certainly befal him ; for that he had 
no iboner (hot the hen, than the cock 
flew after him, repeating feveral times 
Pit me frow ; it muft be obferved, it is 
the ufual cry of this bird, as I was after- 
wards convinced, on (hooting fome of the 
fame kind. But the fyllables he had pro- 
nounced and which fo much alarmed my 
huntfman are three Dutch words which 
fignify pity or peter , my wife; he there- 
fore imagined the bird called him by his 
name, and demanded his unfortunate 
partner. 

It was impoflible to quiet the imagina- 
tion of the poor fellow fufficiently to make 

him 
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him fire at thefe bir4^i ai>d h^d wc after^ 
wards met with any accident in our 
jnarchesor fhpoting parties, from whatever 
eaufe it migiit have proceeded, himfelf and 
comrades would oot I^ave failed to' attri- 
bute it to the death of the iirft blackbird. 

In the foreft I met with quantities of 
monkeys with black faces, but cquld mt 
catch any ; for, jumping from branch to 
brtoch, they appeared to fet nxe at de- 
fiance ; their motions being ib quick that 
they were feen and hit in the fame inftant. 

One morning as I was^ roving in the 
environs of the camp, I perceived about 
thirty feated on the branches of a tree, 
baflcing in the fun. The tree was alone, 
flnd not (haded by any others ; I went 
round and gained their iettlement undifco- 
yered, without giving them time to efcape j 
though I was certain they could not have 
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got away, yet in an inftant not one was 

vilible ; I turned on all fidies, examining 

the tree very particularly, as I was certain 

they muft be hid, but all to no purpofe. 

At length I feated niyfelf at a fmall di- 

ftance, fixing my eyes conftantly on it, 

and was prefendy paid for my perfeverance; 

for one of the animals ftretched put his 

head, and appeared to be looking for me 5 

I fired, and he inftantly fell. I expedled 

on the report of my piece that the reft • 

would have run as faft as poffible, but was 

miftaken, for during half an hour there 

was not the leaft motion among them.-— 

• Tired with fuch unfuccefsful fport, I 

fired at random, feveral times, among#he 

branches ; two foon fell ; and prefently 

after a third, being only flightly wounded, 

hung by the tail to a fmall branch ; a fe- 

cond fhot brought' him down. I picked 

up my four monkeys, and walked towariis 

the camp. When, at a litde diftanpe from 

the tre^, I looked back, and faw the 

Vol. II. Bb whole 
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whole party deicend widi precipitation^ 
and haftily gain the thickeft part of the 
wood^ fcreaming violently. 

I judged that fome of them were 
wounded^ as they appeared to follow the 
reft with difficulty; hut I did not remark, 
as fome travellers have obferved, that 
thoie in health helped the larne^ or carried 
them on their (boulders ; and I believe in 
refpedl to thefe, as of Hottentots purfued 
in war, that each one is too much occu- 
pied with his own fafety to think of the 
efcape of others. 

On returnmg to my tent, I examin- 
ed thefe monkeys, which were of the 
middle fize, the hair moderately long, and 
of a greenifli colour; the belly white, and 
face entirely black. While I was ex- 
amining them T&^j- entered my tent; I 
knew his fear of thofe animals (though 
thefe were of a different kind) and ex- 

peftcd 
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pefted him to be much alarmed, but he 
appeared to fear dead monkeys much lefs 
than living ones ; he feemed rather afto- 
nifhed than frighted, confidered them one 
after- another, and turned them over as 
he had obferved me do .; nor was he, I 
fancy, the firft monkey that had aped the 
natXiralift. A fecret and felfifh motive 
interefted Kees } he had, in feeling the 
cheeks of the defunfts, difcovered a trea- 
fure; in a little time he ventured to open 
their mouths, one after another, and to 
take from the pouch, that is between the 
cheek and the jaw, Ibme ripe almonds, 
which had been gathered from the gee/^ 
bouty and depofit them in his own. 

The- encampment on this fpot was in- 
terefting and pleafing to me, convenient 
for my people, and plentiful for the cattle i 
we remained here till the twenty-eighth, 
and even then quitted it with regret. It 
was one of thofe fituations in which I felt 
Bb 2 it 
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it might have been caiy to forget other 
climates, manners, and amufements. 

On the followmg morning we con- 
tinued our journey, and after three hours 
march met fome Hottentot favages, with 
flocks of fheep, who were going to 
join, their refpeftive Hoordsy which they 
had quitted for fome reafons I did not 
learn. I purchafed two fheep erf" them ; 
and, our roads laying different ways, we 
feparated. ^ 

About three hours after, having tra- 
velled fome leagues, we flopped at the 
Klein-Vis y which we now met for the 
third time fmce we firft croifed it. 



I 



One of the wheels of my waggon 
became loofe and fhattercd; the fpokes 
playing in fuch a manner that the fmalleft 
jolt made us tremble ; I therefore refolved 
to encamp here for fome days to repair it. 

Two 
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Two days after, according to my caleadqr, 
was theiirft day .of the year 1782. 

The Hottentots y who knew nothing of 
the folar year, were equally unacquainted 
with the etiquette that diftinguifhes the 
day of its commencenient with us ; wp 
had, therefore, no complirnen<ing, jio lyr- 
ing flattery, nor unmeaning proteftations. 
J, however, put on a new hat in honour 
of the day, giving the old one to be (hat 
for by my people. Klaas (battered the 
bottle, which was our mark, into a hun- 
dred pieces. I cannot paint the joy he ex- 
prefled on gaining this prize, which added 
to his wardrobe a decoration yet more 
precious than the worn breeches I had 
formerly given him, on our pompous en- 
try among the Gonaquais. 

The next day, while the Hottentots 
were buiied in repairing my waggon 
wheels, joy fuddenly pverfpi:ead their 
B b 3 features 
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features; and when I afked them the 
caufe of this fudden emotion, they point- 
ed and made me remark a cloud at a con- 
fiderable diftance, I could not yet con- 
ceive why it fhould rejoice them, but, on 
its approach, I found it was compofed of 
millions of locufts. I had heard much 
of the emigration of thofe infedts, who 
aflemble every year in innumerable fwarms, 
and travel from the place where they are 
bred, to eftablifh themfelves el fe where ; 
but this was the firft time I had ever feen 
. them. The light was abfolutely obfcurcd 
,by their prodigious numbers ; they did 
not rife much above our heads, but form- 
ed a column from two to three thoufand 
feet in circumference, and were more than 
an hour in paffing us ; the battalion was 
fo.clofely wedged, that they fell in dufters, 
which Kees caught up and devoured at 
pleafure. v 

My people likcwife regaled themfelves, 
' and> 
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and, boafting much of their excellence, I 
was tempted to try them ; but if it is true, 
as we are affured, that in Greece, and- 
even in Athens, the public markets were 
fupplied with this provifion, which was 
one of the greateft dainties of the time ; 
I muft truly own, I fhould have cut a 
poor figure among thofe epicures, unlefs 
heaven had alfo added, to the Grecian 
tafte, a diiFerent conftitutionp 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



JOURNEY CONTIinTED— rACCIDENT TO ONE 

OF THE HOTTENTOTS ALARMED BY 

LIONS A VIOLENT STORM OF RAIN- 
SEES A PARTY OF BOSHIS-MEN. 

WE departed on the third of January, 
leaving behind us the chain of 
mountains, fituated near Bruyntjes-Hoogtey 
and perceiving thofe of Sneuw-^Bergen to 
the north, which we wifhed to reach. 
.Though it was the hoteft part of the ye^r 
^ve difcovered fnow in the chafins and hol- 
lows towards the tops of thefe formidable 
mountains. While I was amufing myfelf 
with my glafs, the Hottentots told me they 
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faw a white mam ; this news inljpired me 
with the moll lively intereft, being £0 long 
fince I had met with any of that colour. 
This man had travelled a long way for the 
purpofe of procuring fait from a lake, fi- 
tuated near the SwarUKop's river : I im- 
mediately joined him. He. could not re- 
frain from tears, when he . informed me, 
that on the commencement of the war 
with the Caffrees (in which he had never 
followed the example of the other colo- 
nifts) he had the misfortune, with his wife, 
his only fon, and attendant Hottentots y to 
be attacked during the night by fonae 
Caffrees ; ^they immediately concealed 
themfelves in the thickets, but at day- 
break, found. his fcn pierced with feverll 
wounds of the afaygay. This unfortunate 
father's recital excited my commifcration, 
I .could not attempt to footh his grief; 
lilence exprefled more than ufelefs dif- 
courfe, and was all the confolation, that 
a feeling heart could give . He afterwards 

told 
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told me the hatred of the Caffrees viras 
irrevocably fixed: an unfortunate event 
for the innocent, who fuffer equally with 
their guilty oppreflc^s. 

To amufe thi$ traveller I entreated him 
to pais the night at the camp, regaling 
him in my beft maimer, with tea, and 
tobacco. 

I know not how it happened, but the 
converfation turned on horfes ; in the 
courfe of which, he in^^rmed 'me, that 
one of his friends, an inhabitant of Swart-- 
KopSy had (hewn him one he once caught 
while he was hunting, and not being able 
to difcover the owner, had retained it. 
This account reminded me of that I had 
abandoned on the banks of Krom^river, on 
leaving Ange^Kloof^ about feven or eight 
months before. After the defcription I 
gave of him, he remained io convinced it 
5vas my horfe, that he immediately offered 

mc 
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me two of his oxen for him, entreating a 
line to make good his claim. My horfe 
was worth more than what he offered, but 
calculating the difficulties and flop it 
would occafion in my journey, while the 
oxen would be of immediate fervice, and 
really wifhing to oblige him, Ixrlofed with 
his offer, giving him a note to reclaim the 
horfe by. 

We continued our way, keeping 5/z^2/'a;-^ 
'Bergen in fight, where I flattered myfelf 
I fhould arrive the fame day, but about 
eleven o'clock the heat was fo intenfe^ 
that we^were obliged to halt on the banks 
of the Bly^ and there pafs the night. This 
river^ which is fdmetimes a torrent, af- 
forded us but little refrefJrment, . the heats 
having almofl dried it up, we were obliged 
to quench our thirfl with fome ill-tafted 
ftagnate water that remained in the hol- 
lows. 

At 
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At day:break we quitted. this difagreea- 
Jble fpot, and after three hours and a half's 
joaarch arrived at Vogel-river (Bird's riyer) 
J remarked among other fingularitics, 
that the nearer we approached the fnow- 
♦mountains, the ;heat became more intenfe. 
Hie amazing rocks, which appear piled 
on €ach other, to compofe thefe lofty 
mountains, being heated by the Scorch- 
ing rays of the fun, which refled: and 
concenter in the neighbouring valleys. 

The general fatigue would not permit 
ais to continue further. In the (pace wc 
had traverfed, from one river to the other, 
vwe had met but one flock of the gazells 
fpringrrbocky but that flock covered all the 
plain, being an emigration, of which we 
neither faw the beginning or end ; it was 
the Jfeafon when thofe animals abandon 
the dry and rocky lands of the point of 
Africa, to go northward either into Caf- 
fraria or fome other well watered country. 

. ' Were 
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Were I to fix the aiamber of thefe ani- 
mal's at twenty, thirty, or even fifty thou- 
fand, I Ihould fall fhort of truth ; to form 
any idea of the number, without having 
feen them,, is impoffiblc. 

We contin\ied our way through the 
midft of the flock, without their appear- 
ing much alarmed ; I fhot three from 
my waggon ; indeed, innumerable armies 
might have been furniflied with provifions 
for a confiderable time. 

The retreat of thefe gazells prediiSted 
with greater certainty than the almanack of 
Liege y .the droughts we fhould. have to 
encounter. 

On. the morning of the fixth, we con- 
tinued our way up the Birds-river, which 
takes its fource from the fnow mountains, 
when an accident happening that might 
have been attended with ferious confe- 

quence. 
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quences, and flopped us for fome time,— 
The Hottentot y who conducted one of my 
waggons, wiihiiitg to feiat himfelf; in at- 
tempting to get up, fome thorns, he had 
not obferved, caught hold of his garment, 
and threw him on the grouiid ; the car- 
riage ftill continuing jts way, one, oi the 
wheels went oyer his leg* 

I ran to his affiftance, and was happy, 
ion examination, to find no frafture. I 
immediately bathed the contufiori, cover- 
ing it up caFefiilly with feveral bandages 
foaked in brandy ; biit, left my patient 
{hould regriet feeing his favourite liquor 
wafted, I made him fwallow a good bum- 
per. Some days after he entirely got the 
better of this accident, during which 
time he rode in. my waggon. 

Snewwberg Teemed to me the land of 
promifc, obftacles continually fucceeding 
each other, and preventing my reaching 

it. 
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it. On the fevepth, at the veiy moment 
of our departure, on counting the cattle, 
I found* three were wanting ; my peojple 
fought them on all fides, and at length 
fucceeded; but the fearch had taken fo 
much time, that we' could not yoke our 
oxen before feven at night ; the day? were 
now at the longeft, the frefhnefs of the 
evening was attradlive 5 and, as .we could 
not be farther then four or five leagues 
from Platte^rivery it was my intention to 
reach it, and flop there for the night. 

We had hardly proceeded two leagues 
before the horfe on which one of my Hot-^ 
tentots ' rode, who was bringing up the 
rear of my cavalcade, took fright, and, 
running away with him, came fuddenly 
upon us, followed by all the refl in the 
greatefl diforder. The confufion fpread, 
and communicated itfelf to the twelve ox- 
en that were yoked to the waggon we had 
made at Pampoen- Kraal, who, having' at 

that 
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that moment no Hottentots to manage the 
leaders, took fright, and, running violent- 
ly, overfet the carriage and bn^ke the 
beam, which the oxen dragged after 
them, rufhing into a thicket. The con- 
fufion encreafed every moment, whik the 
bellowing of the cattle left us very Ktde 
room to doubt we were purfued by Hons ; 
Ibme ran to their arms, others endeavoured 
to flop the oxen, which drew the otl^r 
waggons, who began running like the 
fir ft ; the reft of my Hottentots were feek- 
ing fuel to- kindle a fire; meantime I 
departed, followed by Ibme of my beft 
markfinen, examining the road we had 
juft pafled, determined to oppofe the pur- 
fuit of the animals, and give my people 
time to prepare for them. 

The night, was not very dark, we were 
on a fandy plain, fo that we could diftin- 
guifti objedts at a confiderable diftanlce; 
finding the dogs approach us, I made no 
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doubt but our purfuers were near, anci 
immediately after perceived two lions on a 
fmall hiUock, apparently waiting for us. 
We fired altogether without any efiedt, as . 
they immediately difappeared. We advanc- 
ed in hopes of (hooting one at leaft, but 
finding our endeavours fruitlefs, and our 
fires at this time appearing tc be well 
kindkd. We returned to them; oUrdifperfed 
oxen did the fame, arriving one after an- 
other, the only ones wanting, being thofe 
belonging to the Pampoen- Kraal waggoni 
We heard thefe low at a diftance, but none 
of my men cared to follow the found ^ T, 
however, engaged feveral of them to ac- 
company me, each carrying a liehted 
brand in one hand and a mufket in the 
other, and was attended by my dogs, who 
prefently conducted u$ to the fpot* The 
piece erf the beamj which they had drag--- 
ged away, having caught between two 
trees, flopped the oxen 5 but the tackle 
and traces were fo entangled that it was 
Yot. II. C c im- 
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impoilible to difengage, without cutting 
them to pieces. Three only were now 
wanting; thefe had broken their yoke, and 
we concluded were devoured; but, on re- 
turnings we found they had juft arrived 
in fafety. 

Could inftin£t alone have taught thefe 
animals that under the protedlitn of our 
fires, they had nothing to fear from their 
enemies ; or, could they have reflefted, 
that during the twelve months they had 
travelled with' me, the wild beafts, who 
had given them fo much inquietude in 
the beginning, had never dared attack or 
even approach them; and from thence 
entertain a high opinion of mankind, con- 
fidering them as powerful proteftors ? I 
Jhall not endeavour to explain this my- 
ftery, but I believe that nature has indif- 
criminately endued animals with a fufBci- 
ent quantity of intelligence to fecure their 
own prefervation 5 and I have had many 
< occa- 
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ociiafions of remarking inftanccs of this 
kind that have ftru^k me with aftonifli- 
ment. 

Natural hiftory has a more extenfive 
moral than has been generally fuppofed, 
the metaphyfic eye looks further; and 
blind c^riofity, which formerly was the 
principle motive in forming coUeftions, 
now gives place to more noble and efti- 
mable ideas ; there is no longer any thing 
trivial ; genius and philofophy have given 
confequence even to a Variety of infe<Sls; 
and, within thefe twenty years^ a number 
of thefe minute objects have occupied ^a 
confpicuous ftation in the chain of being* 

At day break, we returned to the Ipot • 
where I had feen the lions ; by the prints 
of whofe feet I could difeovcr that one 
was a female, the marlfs being fmaller 
than thofe of the mafe. I followed them 
fome time, which brought me within a 
C c 2 little 
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little diftance of my pteople^ a proof that 
we had been clofe beiet. 

We congratulated each other on hav- 
ing been on oirr guard all night, and this 
proved a ufefiil leflbn to me to travel no 
more after dark, in a country I was fo lit- 
tle acquainted with, and whic}i, I after- 
wards learned, was the moft dangerous of 
ail Africa. 

I had in my waggons fbme fpare beams 
to fupply the place of any that 'might 
chance to break by accident, thefe had 
been cut in the foreft of Auteniquas. ^ As 
there was no water in the place we were 
obliged to flop at, and being in abfolute 
want of it, we repaired our traces for the 
prefent ufe, and, faftening the broken beam 
with ttvo ftrong cheeks, departed. Great 
Was our dilappcfintment on reaching tiic 
Platte-rher to ^nA it quite dry: finking 
with drought, we walked up the banks 

for 
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for three quarters of an hour, wheni by 
good fortune, we found fome holes of 
muddy water that the fun had not yet 
dried up. ' . 

What a change, from the charming 
country of Caffraria ! here was ^ no fine 
paftures, or majeftic forefts to delight the 
eye ! but rocks topping each other, and 
dried iands which became, every day we 
advanced, more hedious ; furrouhded by 
mountains of a thoufand dreary forms, 
ahd wh^e tops, inclining over our heads, 
filled the foul with melancholy and difmay. 
That of Sneuwbergy at whofe feet. we now 
were, is much higher than the others % 
and, winter feated on its fummit, appears . 
to diipUte with the fun the empire df diis 
mifcrable climate. 

My intention was to climb and explore 

this famous mountain, but as I knew it to 

be the refort of the Bojhis^men^ as well 

C c 3 ^ as 
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as lions, I determined to fhclter my- 
fclf from the furprifes of cither ; I, there- 
fore, placed my tent openly, fortifying it 
in the beft manner I pofSbly could. 

By chance I found fomc prints of the 
feet of a rhinoceros ^ this fight revived 
my former ardour, and I offered a large 
* prize tp any of iny people v^rho could find 
out one of thefe prodigious animals : we 
were not fortunate enough to fucceed, but 
fell on a fmall group of eight elks. I 
had never before fhot any, but on dif- 
charging my piece one fell on the fpot. 
This animal is perfedtly defcribed by 
Doiftor Sparman ; the favages call it kana^^ 
it is totally different from the elk, men- 
tioned by Buffon, and is no more than the 
largeft fpecies of the Cape gazells. 

On my return to the camp, I was foon 
joined by ;tny people, who returned fa- 
tigued 
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tigued and difappointed. They informed 
me that, during their fearch after the r^^/- 
nocerosy they had met with a Hoord of 
favages, whofe Kraal, was fituated at the 
foot of the mountain, 

I refolved to vifit them; and the next 
morning very early, attended by three of 
my befl: markfmen, took the road to the 
Kraal. We had hardly gone half way, 
when we were met by five of thefe peo- 
ple, who were coniing to the eamp to fee 
me, but turned back to conduit us to 
their home. 

On our arrival, the children no fboner 
faw me, than they fcreamed horribly and 
ran to hide themfelves ; this unufual fear 
appeared very ftrange and greatly difcon- 
certed me. When I entered the Hoord 
of Haabasy and many others for the firft 
time, the women aftd children retired, but 
without any figns of fear or horron I 

C c 4 was 
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was curious to know the caufe of thisj 
and was immediately informed that thcfe 

. people were but juft fettled here, having 
experienced in Camdebo (their native 
country) fuch cruel perfecutions from the 
colonifts, as obliged them to quit it: 
feeling, therefore, for the whites, the 
moft deadly hatred, they implanted it early 
in the minds of their children, hoping it 
would ftrengthen with age ; nor were they 

. forry to fee them give this proof of re- 
membering the catechifm of vengeance. 

The men, on the contrary, received 
ma with great kindnefs ; they were not 
furprifed to fee me, having been informed 
the preceding evening, that I (hould cer- 
tainly vifit them. The Hoord contained 
• pbout a hundred and thirty men. On my 
W2,y to the Kraal I met their flocks and 
herds, which might amount to a hundred 
horned cattle, and treble the number of 
^pep, This fcaiitj^ ftock did not an- 
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nfounce them to be in very eafy circum.- 
ftances, and I was further convinced of 
this, when, on reaching their huts, I found 
th^m bufily drying locufts -on mats, hav- 
ing previoufly pulled off the wings and 
legs : as this mafs of provifion was alrea- 
dy in the higheft ftate of fermentation, I 
took care to avoid the wind, which 
brought, by intervals, the moll abomina- 
ble exhalations. 

It was fix months fince thefe poor Hot-^ 
tentots had taken refuge in this dreary Ipot, 
to avoid the cruelties of the colonifts, 
uncpnlcious of having run into other dan- 
gers ; for here the Bojhis-men might dif- 
cover them ; and they had likewife to 
defend themfelves from the attacks of a 
number of ferocious animals, particularly 
the wild dogs, who took every opportu- 
nity of thining their flocks. 

I 93fchanged feveral articles they flood 

in 



Digitized by 



Google 



.394 TRAVELS IN AFRICA.^ 

in need of for ibme fliecp, which they 
promifed to bring the next day, giving 
them befides fbme prefents and advice. 
I was juft preparing to depart, when a 
violent ftorm obliged me to enter one of 
their huts. It lafted full three hours, 
falling in fuch torrents, that it almoil 
overwhelmed us J the whole Kraal fecmed 
on the point of being carried away with 
it, the floods fweeping before them fands, 
detached pieces of earth, and trees totn 
up by the roots. The hut I had retired 
to was well fheltered, and I contemplated 
with amazement (though up to the knees 
in water) the prodigious cafcades or cata* 
radts, that rufhed from the furrounding 
mountains, meeting and dafhing againfl 
each other in their defcent, and reaching 
the valley by a thoufand diflferent chan- 
nels. The banks of P/aUe-^river, which 
ran at a few paces diflance, were no lon-r 
ger difcernable. I flopped till this flood 
had fomething fubfidcd, then (profiling 

by 
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by the firft interval) I returned to my peov 
pie; being uneafy on account of the camp, 
and wifhing to quit the hut, that contained 
feveral bags of dried locufts, which emit- 
ted fo fetid a fmell, that it was almoft 
infuppoirtable. 

The fain continued all night, and the 
next day the torrents were fo much eh- 
creafed, that the Hottentots could not 
bring the fheep to my camp, according to 
their promife. There was no danger now 
of wanting water, and we found that 
what .was contained in the lakes, was 
preferable to that we got from the rivers, 
whofc courfe rendered it difturbed and 
muddy. 

The next day the rain abated, and we 
were vifited by twenty men and fome wo-, 
men, who brought us four fheep, and an 
old cow, of no great value. Thefe peo- 
ple preferred tobacco to beads, which they 

feemed 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

feemed to have plenty of, the women he* 
ing ornamented with a pfofiifion of them. 
As, on my return to the Cape, I could 
cafily recruit my ftock of tobacco, I was 
not fparing of it ; my prodigality pleafed 
them, and they foon returned with eleven 
more fheep, which I purchafed with the 
feme article, greatly to their fatisfedion. 
Informed I had a dry and difagreeable 
country to crofs, I refcrved thefe acqui- 
fitions, as a refource'in cafe of need. 

One day, when a number of thefe 
ftrangers were at the camp, one of the 
keepers of my flock came to inform me, 
that feveral Bajhis-^men had defcended from 
the mountains, and drew near them, but 
had been kept in awe by a few difcharges 
of their mufkets. Myfelf and Kltms got 
on horfeback, and, attended by four good 
markfmen, went in queft of thefe dan- 
gerous plunderers, and fodh difcovered 
thirteen of them ; but feeing we advance 
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ed refolutely, and hearing our balls whittle 
through the air, they prefently took to 
flight; and, though we followed full 
fpeed, we could not get near enough to 
hit them. They prefently regained, and 
hid themfelves among the mountains ; nor 
could I help admiring the addrefs with 
which they climbed (like mopkeys) the 
moft craggy and .fteep parts of the rock, 
I dijl not pretend to follow, as it would 
have been imprudent to attack them in 
their inacceffable retreats. At a diftance, 
thefe people appeared entirely naked ; but 
I judged, from the prints of their feet, 
that they wore fandals. 

This little alarm was of great fervice 
to me, as it rendered the Hottentots dili^ 
gent. I doubled the guard, Swanepoel 
and myfelf alternately going the round, 
while my faithful Klaas^ at the head of a 
fmaD. detachment, fcoured the valley and 
environs. At ^ftated times we fired the 
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caAine ih our cailip, which my herdfmen 
were obliged to anfwer with their ihuf- 
kets ; by which means I was afTured they 
were not afleep, but kept guard regularly. 
I ufed this precaution for the fake of or- 
der, and. that I might have nothing in 
future to reproach myfelf with. Thefe 
regulations needed no enforcement, for the 
Hottentot fears even the lion lefs than the 
Bojhis'tnen: but thefe perpetual watch- 
ings, in the open country, expofed my 
people to the heatii which began to be 
exceflive. I was no lefs expofed than 
they, never omitting my hunting ; indeed 
it was inimaterial whether I was at home 
or abroad, as remaining in the tent was 
impoflible. Fainting with heat, I found 
fome relief from moiftening my hat 
crown, but my unquenchable thirft feem- 
ed to increafe from the great quantity I 
drank ; I therefore determined to fup the 
water, a method that afforded more re- 
lief than large draughts. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



THE AUTHOR EXPLORES THE HEIGHTS 

OF SNEUWBERGEN ACCOUNT OF THE 

BOSHIS-MEN , CROSSES THE RIVER 

JUBERS — CONTINUES HIS JOURNEY. 

WHILE we were on the borders of 
the Platte-rivery the lions gave 
us but little difturbance> as the rattling 
of our guns on all fides during the day> 
kept them at a confiderable diftance. We 
heard them every night, though they never 
but once approached near enough to give us 
any difturbance. The panthers juft fliew- , 
ed themfelves morning and evening on 
the banks of the river, but latej in th« 

night 
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hight they advanced nearer, though we 
were conftantly apprifed of their approach 
by our dogs, and could eafily judge next 
day, by the tracks of their feet, how neaf 
us they had ventured. 

It is neceffity that renders carnivorous 
animals bold, naturally they are afraid of 
man ; and, I think, the danger of living 
in a country infefted with them has been 
greatly exaggerated. They are feldom met 
with in the woods, as the only fpecics of 
gazells found there are not fufficiently 
plenty to fatisfy their voracious appetite, 
which makes them prefer following nu- 
merous herds, that travel from one canton 
to another, among which they fbmetimcs 
siake a terrible carnage. 

My neighbours, feeing me determined 
to climb the heights of Sneuwbergp advifed 
me to keep on my guard, and not make 
any long ftay there, as the Bojhis-men 

were 
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were in confiderablc numbers, and might 
aiTemble all their force. 

My intentions were not to take my 
whole caravan, indeed that prcjeft would 
have been impradicable ; I, therefore, dc* 
termined to explore ibme of the fummits, 
acccMnpanied by feveral bf my bcft markf- 
men, between fun and fun. In purfuancc 
of this plan, I removed my camp, placing 
it at the foot of the mountain, within 
three hunidred paces of the Hoard oi Hot^ 
tentots. 

V In cojifequcnce of informations I had 
received, I cxpeded to find on the fummit 
a confiderablc vulcano, emitting finoke 
and flame, but found no appearance of any 
fuch phoenomenon. From this eminence, 
by the help of my glafs, I could difcern 
immenfe countries to the north, bounded 
only by die horizon. I fi-equently found 
on the flats, or in the crevices of the 
Vol. II« D d mountain, 
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mountain, pebbles and iand, cxstSAy re* 
iembling thofe on the Downs, bat {bagfat 
in vain for ihells, or any iigns of conchylia. 

I was more fbrtonate with re^)ed to 
birds^ having the iatisfai^on to (hoot £bn» 
that were very curious, particularly one 
of the Ipecies called veuve (widow-bird), 
which was extremely beautifuL Theie 
harbour in the high grafs, with which 
thefe mountains are almoft entirely co- 
vered^ 

In all our excurfions, which always 
tbrminated at fun-fet, I never but once 
faw any Bo/his-men, (except the fifteen 
before mentioned), but one day we ob- 
fcrved three, that were traverfing the fide 
of a mountain oppofite to that on which 
we ftood. Thefe vagabonds are not, as 
feme have falfly advanced, a particular na- 
tion of favagesi natives of the country 
they inhabit. The word Bojhis^men is 
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derived from two Dutch words, which 
fignify, men of the wood^ or thickets ; by 
which appellation the Dutch inhabitants^ 
whether in Africa or America, diftinguifh 
the robbers, or affaffins, that defert the 
colonies to efcape chaftifement ; fiich as 
in the French iflands are called Negres 
Marrons (run away negroes) ; thus, fo 
far from being a particular nation (which 
has been very*recently aflerted), they are 
a colledtion of Mulattos, Negroes, Baf- 
tard-whites, and, fometimes, Hottentots ; 
mongrels of all kinds, and every fliade of 
colour, refembling each other only in 
treachery and villainy ; they may truly be 
called land pirates, living without law or 
order, and abandoned to every excefs of 
mifery and defpair, being hopelefs defor- 
ters, who have no refource but pillage and 
murder. They pafs their lives on the tops 
of the fteepeft rocks, in almoft inacceffable 
caverns ; the height of the fituation giv- 
ing them an extenfive view of the fur- 
Dd 2 rounding 
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rounding country; and, no fooner do they 
perceive, travellers, or fcattered flocks, 
than they dart down unawares upon their 
prey, killing man and beaft without dif- 
tinftion, and, loaded with the fpoil, regain 
thofe dens, which, like the lion or tyger, 
they only quit when infligated by frefh 
wants to the conanaiilion of new mai3a- 
cres ; but »s villainy is ufually attended by 
cowardice, one determined man, weH 
armed, will frequently awe a troop of 
thefe wrptches, who ^ver avoid thofe ha- 
bitations which they know poflefs a ma^ 
jfter ; artifice and trick, the pitiful fub- 
terfuges of weak daflardly minds, ^e the 
only means by which they accompKfh 
their dark dcfigns. 

In places where the track of th^ir feet 
might give alarm to the inhabitants^ and 
occafion them to be purfued, they mftke 
ufe of .means which European robbers, 
endowed with n^re boldnefs, or lefs pa- 
tience. 
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tience, perhaps never devifed : if bare-^oot, 
they walk backwards; if they wear faindals, 
they tye them in fuch a Btnanner that the 
heel may come in the place of the toes* 
When they purloin a confiderable number 
of oxen or iheep, they feparate them into 
fmall parcels with guides to each, after 
which they take different ways, and 
though purfued, fecure by this means the 
major part of their prey. 

Under the n2ime of Bo/his'-men, are like- 
wife confounded a nation different from 
the HcttentotS', who, though theyufe the 
fame kind of clucking, have a particular 
kind of pronunciation, and terms very 
different from the reft. In fome cantons 
thefe are called Chinefe Hottentots^ htC2i\i{& 
their completion refembles the Chinefe 
feen at the Gape ; like them too they are 
of a middling flature. 

FronH' the great affinity that fubfifts 
D d 3 between 
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^ between the language of thefe, and the 
great and lefler Namaquais^ (whom I fhall 
hereafter (peak of )» I believe them to be a 
particular race of Hottentots ; and though 
the colonifls rank the former under the 
general denomination of Bajhis-men, it is 
certain that the lavages of the defert, who 
have no communication with the Dutch 
fettlements, diftinguifh them by the name 
of Houfwaana. 

Whatever name may be given to this 
people, they formerly inhabited Cambedo^ 
the Bocke^Veld, and the Rogge-Fe/J ; but 
the ufurpation of the whites, to whom, 
like the other favageS, they have fallen 
vidlinis, obliged them to feek refuge at a 
diftance from their country, inhabiting at 
this time the vaft fpace that lies between 
Caffraria and the country of the great 
Namaquais. 

Of all the nations who have been ill 

treated 
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treated by the infatiablc avarice of the 
Europeans, none remember their wrongs 
with fo mnch bitternefs ; the colour, nay 
the very name of a white, infpiriiig hor- 
ror. Never will they forget the treachery 
of the colonifts, or the infamous return 
made to the many fignal fervices they had 
rendered them ; and fuch is the refentment 
of this people, that the terrible cry of 
vengeance is ever in their mouths; but 
though they are perpetually on the watch 
to gratify it, no fit opportunity has hither- 
to offered, having failed in every attempt. 
I fhall give a more particular account of 
the Houfwaana^ in that part of my travels, 
when paffing the tropic, I yifited their 
Hoordf. 

Having explored, as far as was confifl- 
ent with my fafety, the mofl confpicuous 
eminences of Sneuwiergen, I determined 
to take a final leave of this dreary country. 
My men folicited me warmly to croffe the 
D d 4 Caroww 
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Carouw before the exceffive heats had 
dried up the fmall portion of ftagnan.t 
water that might poffibly yet remain there, 
and while any pafture was to be found for 
our cattle, who had fuffer^d coniiderably 
glready froni the heat of the feaibn. 

Whether fatigue, or other projeds had 
diminifhed my ardour for thefe refearches 5 
or that bufy remembrance regained its 
empire over my imagination, which had 
fo long been filled with a perpetual fuc- 
ceffion of the greateft novelties, I no lon-f 
ger found the fame amufement in my 
travels as formerly, and ardently wiflied 
to join my friends : on the fecond of 
February, therefore, I continued my jour- 
ney, dired:ing our fteps fouth-fouth-weft, 
accompanied by a part of the Hoardy who 
helped us to crofs the river Jubers, at 
about three leagues diftance, which we 
judged muft be fconfiderably fwelled by 
|he late rains, W? were already thinking 
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of rafts, but our conduftors prevented 
that labour, by fhewing us a (hallow about 
half a league further down. 

. I went firft to examine it, and judged 
(after having tried the depth with my 
horfe) that by taking the precaution of 
raifing the chefta and other lading of my 
waggons about eight or ten inches, by 
means of branches, bufhes, &c. we mighi 
crofs-without danger of wetting my col- 
ledlion. This expedient was put in im-- 
mediate execution, and had the defired 
cfFedtj it is true we were greatly affifted 
by our companions in this opperatibn, 
who crofled the river and pafled the night 
with us, helping, next morning, to replace 
our efFe(3:s ; which fervice I did not fail 
to reward. 

I found in this canton a prodigious num- 
ber of the green-gilt cuckows, that I have 
Ijefpr? fpoken of, and feveral fpecies of. 
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birds new to me^ which I took care to 
add to my colledion. The fame day we 
arrived at a iecond river» which had no 
name ; I therefore called it after my re- 
^dlable friend Mr. Boers. 

We now entered the dry and fteril 
plains of Carouw. The earth, or rather 
fand, only bounded one way by the hori- 
zon, is covered with rank unwholibme 
weeds, and prefents the mind with an 
idea of famine and deiblation : here and 
there a few fcattered fpots of grafs Iprung 
up reluftantly, offering our cattle a fcanty 
fubfiflence ; the other fides are bounded 
by fleep and craggy rocks, whofe appear- 
ance is not lefs dreary* 
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CHAPTER XX. 



THE AUTHOR ARRIVES AT THE RIVER SON- 
DAG DISCHARGES ONE OF HIS ATTEN- 
DANTS — ENTERS CAMBEDO— -MEETS WiTtt 
A BOSHIS-MAN — JOURNEY CONTINUED. 

ON the fourth, after five hours march, 
we gained the banks of the river 
Vogel^ which difcharges itfelf into the 
Sondag. Our inconveniences augmented 
with the heat, which became every day 
more intenfe, though I ftill continued my 
ufual amufements, whenever leifure would 
permit; and, on my way, fhot a cane^ 
petierey of a different fpecies from any I 
bad fcen before, 
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Early the next day we reached the ri- 
ver Sondagy which offered an agreeable 
retreat that feemed to reanimate our fink- 
.ing fpirits. Superb avenues of the mi- 
mofa in full bloom prefented themfelves 
in every direction to the delighted eye, 
and fcattered the moft delicious perfiimes. 
The multitude of curious birds and infefts 
I found about this fpot, detained me here 
till the eighth* 

Notwithftanding the quantity of pins 
I had brought from the Cape, I now ex- 
perienced a vrant of that article m pre- 
ferving my infedrs; but a fudden idea 
ftruck me, that I could fobftitutc in the 
place of them the fmall thorns of the mi^ 
mofa ; a contrivance that anfwercd per- 
feftly well. 

After quitting the Sondagy we met 
fifteen Hottentots on the boi^ders of S^art- 
river-, thefe had retired from Camhedoj 
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land were on thtir way to Sneuivbergy de- 
finging to join the Hoord we had left there. 
They affured me they were forced to 
take this ftcp by formidable troops^ of 
Bojhis-^men^ who feizcd, throughout Cam^ 
bedoy all ammunition, arms and property ; 
deftroying every thing that oppofed them, 
and rendering the face of the country a 
fcene of blood and deveftation. 

Nothing could be more vexatious to* 
xxie than this difagreeable, unexpected 
news, which alarmed all my people, who 
immediately gave into their former fears. 
Perfuaded that tedious perfuafions and re- 
rnt)nftrances would only the more bewilder 
their weak imaginations, I inftantly gave 
orders to continue our way. Confulta- 
tions were already held among them about 
returning back, — it was a moment in 
which my authority could hardly be re- 
coUefted. The bravcft of my men, who 
would have followed me through any dan- 
ger. 
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ger, happfly periuaded die reft; but I 
liad particularly obferved tbat Slinger 
(who at Koks'Kraal had given me fo 
much reafbn to complain of his condud) 
was the moft refradoiy ; I therefore de- 
termined^ for the firft time^ to make an 
example of him, which I hoped would 
have a falutary efiefb on his weak com- 
panions. 

In the evening we encamped on the 
river Cambedoj which takes its name from 
the country it crofles. I now ordered 
Slinger uiftantly to quit the caravan, re- 
proaching him with being the fomentor 
of all the troubles and fears that had pre- 
vented my people from attending me into 
Caffraria, and having, by that means, 
conftrained me .to rclinquifh the moft 
laudable of my defigns for want of the 
affiftance neceffary to bring them to a 
happy conclufion. I paid the wages we 
had agreed on, and ordered his effefts, 

with 
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with a quantity of provifions, to be given 
him } dfter which, I threatened to pur- 
fue him as a wild beaft fhould he ever dare 
to appear among us. The vehemence with 
which I fpoke, ftruck him with fuch 
conflernation, that he hailily caught up 
his bag and departed. 

My people conjedlured he would either 
go to the neareft habitation of the colo- 
niftsy or join the Hottentots we met in the 
morning. I had expedted he would make 
fome excufes, or that his comrades would 
intercede for him, but was very happy to 
find myfelf miftaken in this particular^ 
and found that this well-timed feverity 
had the defired effeft for the reft of my 
journey. 

On the ninth of Febraary, I quitted 
the river Cambedo. Several of my oxen 
were attacked with klauw-Jkte^ which 
rendered their travelling very painful: reft 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



4l6 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

and refreftiment being the only remedy 
that could reftore them, I £xed my camp 
near the fiver, on a plain furrounded by 
mimofa trees, deiigning to remain there 
fome (kys. 

I had no occafion to defire my people 
to be upon their guard, they feared the 
Bofhis-men too much to need any ftich 
injundlion; efpecially as, we v^rere now in 
the canton which we had been informed 
thefc robbcFS fo much infefted. 

Our provifidns ran Ihort, we had no 
large game, and as I wifhed to procure 
jbme to ialt, I went feveral times to a 
good diftance from the camp in fearch of 
it. 

One day, vrarm in the purfuit of an 
elky- I ftrayed a confiderable way, followed 
by one of ipy beft markfmen on foot. On 
pafling a thicket of mimofa trees, wc 
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flumbled fuddenly on a Hottentot^ who 
was feeking the chryfalis of ants^ (which 
is a favouriftr dainty among thefe favages) i 
he no fboner faw us than he caught up his 
bow and quiver, and fled with amazing 
fwiftnefs ; but giving the reins to my 
hoffe, tprefently overtook him. 

From his flight aAd teri^or^ I judged 
him, to have been a Bofhis-^man ; his life 
was in my hands, and I might have pu- 
niflied the inexc\jfable villany of belonging 
to fuch a fet of wretches ; but they had 
never yet given me any caufe of complaint, 
and I hoped to profit by the encounter, 
in procuring fome frefh information. 

tie iooA perceived by my manner that 
i had no intention of doing him any injury, 
and after fome queftions, relative to the 
iituation in which we found him, which 
he anfwered trembling with apprehenfion, 
he became a little more compofed. I 
complained of the fcarcity of game, and 
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he informed me of the cantons where I 
might procure it in abundance. I then 
ordered my Hottentot (who had now join- 
ed us) to make him a prefent of fome part 
of his tobacco ; and, after wifliing him a 
greater fhare of moderation and probity, 
I rode away. My Hottentot remained be- 
hind fome minutes to light his pipe, and 
linifh their converfation. I had hardly 
got fifty paces, before I heard my man 
calling after me in a loud and frighted 
accent. I returned inftandy, and found 
my poor fellow ftruggling with the Bojhis^ 
manj who, armed with an arrow, was 
ufing his utmoft efforts to wound him in 
the head ; the face of my man being al- 
ready covered with blood. 

Tranfported with rage, I leaped from 

my horfe, and at one blow, with the but 

' end of my mufket, ftretched him fenfe- 

lefs on the earth, on which my Hottentot 

caught up his weapon, and immediately 
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difpatched this traitorous enemy. . My 
n>an was greately alarmed, dreading the 
effedl of poifon. 

I found the vHlain had taken an oppor- 
tunity to throw an arrow at my man the 
very moment they were parting ; he had 
received the wound in his nofe, which, at 
firft; I thought dangerous -, but fortunately 
it only proved to be fuperficial, the iron 
head, which is never poifoned, having only 
entered the wound. I wafhed it carefully, 
endeavouring to « connibrt him with an 
aflurance that it was not mortal. I al- 
ways carried in my pocket a fmall bottle 
of volatil alkali y which had been given me 
by Mr. Percheron, on my departure from 
the Cape, to ufe as an antidote againft the 
cffe6ls of venom. I tore off a piece of 
my fhirt, which, dipping in this liquid, I 
applied to the wound ; but all my affur- 
ances could not pacify the poor fellow, 
who obftinately attributed to the poifon, 
the pain occafioned by the drefling. 

E e 2 It 
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It was very fortunate for me that he 
had not been killed on the ipot, as the 
ailaflin, armed with his gmi, which he 
would have feized immediately, might 
have watched an opportmiity (by coming 
round ibme by-way, and taking me una- 
wares) to have difpatched mt likewife. 
• • 

I took pofieflion of the bow and ar- 
rows of the traitor, and we haftened to 
rejoin the camp. 

This adv6riture ipreaa univef lal shtm ; 
my Hottentot was perfiiaded he fhould 
not live till the next day; and, by his 
melancholy complaint, added to the ge- 
neral confternation, in vain did I attempt 
to tranquilife them, being all perfuaded 
that the wounded man woidA not furvive 
the night. Notwithftanding their pre- 
dictions, he pafTed it very i^cly, and the 
pain leftening gradually, he began to ^ink 
the worft was over* 

His 
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His cx)mrades were much furprifed in 
the morning to find him alive ; they 
were how in better fpirits, recovered the 
nfe of their tongues, and defcanted a hun- 
dred diiFerent ways on what had happened ; 
however, they, all coincided in thinking it 
was particularly fortunate that the wretch 
was killed, for had he efoaped, h^ would 
protably have dogged us through the 
thickets, and by-ways, and having dif- 
covered our retreat, he and his infamous 
companions might have defcended in 
numbers, and, falling on us uncxpedtedly, 
jnaflacred the whole caravan. 

The different conje6hires of the Hof^ 
tentots amufed, and fometimes intereflcd 
m€. I concluded that in time they might 
be familiarifed with danger, and was glad 
they had thi« opportunity of comtemplat- 
ing it nearly ; as I knew of no obftacle 
more formidablf to fuch enterprifes as we 
were engaged in, than the vain terrors of 

imagination. 
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We continued our journey the next 
morning ; in the courfe of the day I amufed 
myfelf by firing my piece to ftart game. 
A female oftrich rofe from her neft, which 
was the largeft I had ever feen, containing 
thirty two eggs ^ twelve more being dif- 
tributed at fonie diftance, each in a little 
cavity by itfelf. 

I could not conceive that one female 
could cover fo many : they were of an 
unequal fize, and, on examination, I found 
that nine of them were much lefs than 
the neft. ,This peculiarity interefted me, 
and I ordered the oxen to be unyoked at 
about a quarter of a league diftance from 
the reft ; I then concealed myfelf in a 
thicket, from whence I could overlook the 
place, and yet remain within gun-fhot. 

I had not watched long before the fe- 
male returned and fat on the eggs . During 
the reft of the day, (which I pafled in the 
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thkket), three more came to the fame 

neft, covering it alternately, each con-^ 

tinued fitting for the fpace of a quarter of 

an hour, and then gave place to another, 

who, while waiting, fat clofe by the fide 

of her it was to fucceed : a circumfl:ance 

which made me conjecture that in cold or 

rainy nights they fit by pairs, or perhaps 

more. The fun was almoft down; the 

male bird approached, (thefe equally with 

the females affift in hatching the eggs), I 

inftantly fhot him, but the report of my 

gun feared the others, who in their fright 

broke feveral of them. I now drew near^ 

and faw with regret that the young ojiricbes 

were juft ready to quit the fhells, being 

perfed:ly covered with down. The male 

I had fhot, had not a fingle good white 

feather, all being fpoiled and dirty. I 

choofe fome black ones, which appeared 

the beft, and left the place, fending fbme* 

of my Hottentots to fetch the thirteen dif- 

perfed eggs, charging them not to tduch 
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the Others, as I was curious to Icam whe^ 
thcr the females would return in the night, 
I rofe, and went to the neft at day-break, 
but found only fome fcattered ihells re- 
maining which plainly denoted that I had 
prepared a feaft for the jackals^ or perhaps, 
for the byana^ 

This particularity of female ojiriches 
aflifting each other for the incubation of 
the fame neft, is I think calculated to 
awaken the attention of the naturalifts; 
and not being a general rule, proves that 
circumftances fbmetimes determine the 
adlions of thefe creatures, regulate their 
cuftoms, and ftrengthen their natural in- 
ftinft, by giving them a knowledge not 
generally beftpwed ; for is it not probable, 
that they may aflbciate to be the more 
powerful, and better able to defend their 
young ? 

Ih returning to the camp, my dogs 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 425 

ftarted a hare, which they purfued ; I fol- 
lowed on full gallop, and faw it efcapc 
into one of the little cavities of a hillock. 
I was determined to find it, therefore 
flopped up the hole by which it had en- 
tered. We dug away the mould and 
ftones that compofed this elevation ; but 
how can I paint my aftonifhmeht, when, 
on its removal, I found it was a Hottentot 
tomb, and my hare fquatted in a ikeleton ! 
I took it alive, but, animated by a fpirit 
of generofity, which fcorned the death oi 
this poof animal otherwife than by the 
chace, I took an opportunity, when my 
dogs were employed, to fet it at liberty. 
This action was interpreted by my Hotten- 
tots as a very honourable one ; I did not 
try to undeceive them : they imagined, I 
had liberated the hare, becaufe the afylum 
pf the dead had appeared too facred to be 
infringed, and that it was a refpedt I paid 
to the grave of one of their countrymen. 

Wc 
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We covered the fkeleton^ and continued 

our way. 

During this time our huntfmen had 
killed four gnous, the falting of which 
occupied us for three days. 

On the fixteenth, we reached the plan- 
tation of two free negroes, who were bro- 
thers; one of whom was married to a 
young mulatto. I was received by thefe 
friendly people with tranfports of joy, of- 
fering me every thing that was in their 
power to beftow. How can I confcfs, 
that my heart, overwhelmed with a thou-« 
fand different fentiments, received with 
coldnefs their friendihip, and tender fbli- 
citude ! I began again to recognize the 
manners of the world ; I was again enter- 
ing fociety; I faw inclofures, furniture, 
pofleffions, order, mailers ; in fhort, I 
was in a houfe, and fo much eafe incom- 
moded 
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moded me. I walked feveral times round 
it, my eyes wandering on all fides to dif- 
cern the objects I had left behind, * I ap- 
peared bereft of all ! The torrents, 
mountains, majeftic forefts; the impaff- 
able woods, the Hoards of favages and 
their charming huts, had difappeared !— • 
How rnuch did I regret even the wild 
beafts, that my fancy pidured at this mo- 
ment, with friendly difpofitions towards 
me ! I know not whether caprices of this 
kind are common to other men, but the 
more I think of them, the more I am con- 
vinced they are the genuine efFefts of na- 
ture. Sovereign charm of liberty! in- 
vincible power,; that fhall only perifli with 
my exiftence ! how didft thou transform 
into pleafures the moft cruel fatiguesj; in- 
to amufement the greateft danger ; into 
beautiful fcenes the darkefl profpefts ; 
ftrewing my path with the flowers of re- 
pofe and joy ! 

With 
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With thefe negroes I eat the firft bread 
I had tafted for a year ; and I found my 
inclination for it was almoft loft. I only pur- 
pofed ftaying here for a day, but remained 
three. We had a large barren country to 
travel through^ fome prodigious moun- 
tain's to crofs, and many difficulties to 
furmount, in the defert of Cambedoy who/e 
melancholy afpedt every way prefented itfelf • 
Inftead of the beautiful verdure and natu- 
, ral gardens of Pampoen-Kraal^ a mingled 
profpedt of grey, red, and yellow rocks, 
fands and ftones* 

In drawing near habitations I was leis 
expofed to danger; but in adhering to my 
former ideas^ I promifed myfelf moft en- 
joyment ; and, if I except the place where 
I now flopped, I followed my plan as 
cxadlly on my return, as on my departure. 
I procured from thefe friendly brothers a 
jiarge provifion of bifcuit, which was ef- 
fentially fervicable to us ; I gave them in 
. Cjcchangc 
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exchange powder, lead, and gun-flints, all 
valuable articles, which they had been 
without fome time; though fo neceflary; 
in a plantation, to keep of the Bo/his^ 
men, and defend their flocks. The grati- 
tude of thefe people was fb lively that 
they thought I could never be fufficiently. 
requited, for the fupply I had furniftied 
them with. 
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CHAPTER XXL 



JOURNEY CONTINUED^ — DISTRESSED FOU 
WANT OF WATER THE AUTHOR AR- 
RIVES AT HIS FRIEND SLABERS RE- 
CEIVES A» MESSAGE FROM MR. BOERS- 
RETURNS TO THE CAPE. 

ON the nineteenth, at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, we continued our 
journey, travelling two days without meet- 
ing with a drop of water, and almoft fink- 
ing from the extreme heat of the fun ; I 
had taken tlje precaution to fill fome jars 
at the dwelling of the two brothers, not- 
withfl:anding this we were reduced to an 
allowance, which had happened more than 
once before on my journey. 

The 
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The twenty-firft, we crofled the bed of 
the river Kriga^ which was diy. I here 
met with two inhabitants of Cambedo^ 
who were returning from the Cape to 
their habitations. It was more than a 
year fince I had received any news, from 
the town; from them I learnt that, by 
the affiftance of France, the ,Cape had 
been preferved from an Englifti invafion, 
and ftill remained under the Dutch go- 
vernment. The pleafure this news gave 
me was counterbalanced by an account of 
the indifpdfition of my benefactor, who, 
the travellers aflured me, they had left in 
the moft dangerous ftate at the hot baths, 
which is the laft refource of African in- 
valids. This information fpread bitternefs 
and diftafte throughout the reft of my 
journey. 

I wiflied to haften my march, willing to 
rejoin a friend who was fo defervingly dear 
to me, but the fear of finding him lan- 
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guifhing in illnefs^ empoiibned the pl^^ 
fure I had promifed myfelf in our meet- 
ing. The colonifts informed me I muft 
fufFer great inconvenience by the way from 
the drought, as I had fo large a number 
of catde, and there was no refource but 
the ftorms of rain which might chance to 
fall; they likewife told me, that the Bojhis-^ 
men infefted the country, and had taken 
from them thirty- two oxen, and killed the 
drivers, at the paflage of the Black-river* 

This news did not prevent me from con- 
tinuing my journey ) for, after the example 
of feverity I had beqn obliged to make, my 
people did not hefitate; and^ I believe^ 
would have braved all the banditties of 
CambedohdA I required it; but I was not 
willing to expofe myfelf rafhly, or to. tra- 
vel in the night, as that would have de- 
prived us of all advantage. The greater 
part of my oxen were ufelefs from the 
diforder of the hoof, and not being able 

to 
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to relieve thofe who were healthy, I madd 
tbem fet off before us with a ftrong guards 
that they rhight not retard our march. 

Arrived at the fource of Kriga^fontyn^ 
our oxen had as much water as was ne- 
ceiflary, but it was fo brackiih that the 
Hottentots who drank; of it were attacked 
with violent cholics. As I was founding 
the bottom, and examining whether the 
Water might not caufe us yet greater ills, 
I was furprifed to fee Kees^ who was lirft 
every where, draw out a crab of three or 
four inches in diameter; this aftoniflied me 
the more as* the fountain was in a rock 
without any apparent outlet. My monkey 
appeared to eat his crab with fo much 
pleafure, that I caufed thirty to be taken, 
which I found very good when drefled.— - 
Four or five fhot procured me more than 
forty gelinottes^ (water-quails), of a very 
fine fpecies, ipvho frequently come to the 
banks by thoufands* The Hottentots of 

Vol. II. F f ' the 
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the colonie!s call them perdrix NamOquaisi 
(Namaquai partridges) ; in the rainy fea- 
fon they all depart towards the tropic. 

After we had quitted the fountain we 
found nothing but rank wceds^ and locufts) 
all was a fcene of defolation, four of my 
oxen being unable to follow remained on 
the ipot, my dogs were obliged to be put 
into the waggon, all halting and dragging 
after us with difficulty ; their feet being 
worn to the quick, I caufed them to be 
greafed that they might lick them. My 
horfes were afflidred with the fame mala- 
dy as my oxen; I therefore had litde 
boots, or bags made for them, which I 
feftened under the tarfus. I woujd have 
done the fame by the oxen, but they were 
intradtable and would not willingly have 
fubmitted; neither had we fat or ikins 
fufficient, for the wheels of my waggons, 
which had not been greafe^ fome time, 
creaked in turning like fo many keftrils. 

Many 
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Many rivers and fountains on which 
Wc much depended had deceived our 
hopes, and our animals were reduced to 
put their nofes to the ground and lick the 
earth were it appeared damp; deprived of 
all healthy grafs, they had no food but 
rank weeds, which caufed them excruciat- 
ing pains> and reduced them to fkeletons. 

This dcfperate fituation lafted till the 
liight of the twenty-fourth ; we had juft 
crofled the Black-^river^ which Was dry 
alfo^ and were jgoing to unyoke> when 
difcovered a flock of fheep ; I ran to the 
keeper who informed me he belonged to 
a colonift, whofe habitation was a fhort 
league off; we immediately took the road 
to it, encamping near a lake where we had 
the fatisfadion of finding plenty of water. 
This plantation belonged to Adam Roben^ 
hymer^ and was called Kweec^-Valey. I 
received many civilities from the mafter 
©f the houfc, and all the family, whicl^ 

F f 2 con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



436 TRAVELS IN AFRICA* 

conMcd of only two daughters-— 
The eldeiOt Dim Sagrias de Beer, who 
belonged to the mothier by a firft marri- 
age, was oae of the tnoft beautiful Afri- 
cans I had ever feea. My good hofts 
prefled me to remain with them feme 
days, particularly the enchanting Dina in- 
vited me with fo much innocent fweet- 
nefs, that it was impoffible to refift, and 
I confented to ftay three days; fiotwith- 
ftariding I returned each night to the 
camp, the place where I now was, mak- 
ing it neceflary to maintain order; be- 
fides, I was fo accuftomed to my hard 
mattrafs, that a foft bed would rather have 
incommcxled, than given me pleafure. 

This agreeable halt was very ufeful to 
my cattle, who, prematurely old by mife- 
ry and fatigue, were fo weak that I feared 
each moment they would be unable to 
draw my waggons ; but this ftoppage re- 
animated them. The fituation, on many 

accounts. 
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accounts, was convenient, offering to. tny 
men as well as cattle abundant help to- 
ward the re-eftablifhment of their health* 
I wrould willingly haye remained here 
fome time longer, but each moment pre- 
fented to my fdncy the ncceflity of a 
fpeedy return to the Cape, and I was 
obliged once more to tear myfelf from fo 
many enchanting circumftances, and dc-» 
part. Charming Dina had learned from 
my people, that the bifcuits I procured 
from the negroe brothers were almoft ex- 
pended, (he, therefore, delired me to ac^ 
cept of a fmall quantity which flie had 
made herfclf. 

The firft of March I quitted my ami- 
able hofts about fire o'clock in the even- 
ing, and took the way towards the Gamka 
or Leuw^-river^ (Lion's river), where we 
arrived at nine o'clock and encamped. 
Formerly the lions were very common 
near this river, as were alfo the gazells ; 
F f 3 ' but. 
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but, fmcc the inhabitants have drawn 
nearer that way, the gazells are become 
fcarce, confequently the lions are fo like- 
wife. 

I had been informed at Kweec Valey^ 
that in the environs of this fpot were for- 
midable gangs of Bo/his-men^ prudence 
therefore prevented my advancing further 
this firft night ; I had alfo been told, that 
after paffing the Gamka, I fhould not find 
a drop of water till I came to the Buffalos- 
rher, (a diftance of twenty- five leagues) 
^nd that it was neceflary if we v^^ould 
avoid perifhing with drought, to perform 
the journey in two days; to travel in the 
heat of the day was impoffible, I there- 
fore determined to ftop two days near the 
lions river to ftrengthen and repofe my 
cattle, and op the evening of the fecond 
day, thrpwing of all fear, to continue our 
journey. I took the precaution of placing 
i^U my caravan betWQ?n the waggons, 

which 
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which ferved as fore and rear guard : two 
days, or rather two nights forced march, 
brought us to the banks of the wifhed for 
river. We did not negjed during the 
night to fire our pieces at iixtervals of fix. 
minutes each, and from time to time to' 
give water to our horfes from the jars, as 
they were ahnoft overcome with heat and 
fatigue. My cattle had neither eat nor 
drank, they were panting, and appeared 
every moment ready to lay down on the 
fpot ; and though it was night, for half 
An hour before we reached the Buffahs-- 
river y' the relays and other beafts that 
marched at liberty, having fcented the 
water, began running in the greateft dif- 
order ; thofe that drew the waggons now. 
took frefh courage, and went on brifkly, 
but had it not been for the attention of, 
my Hottentots who cut the traces of the 
moft refraftory one, my waggons muft 
have been overfet in the riyer. We foU, 
F f 4 iowed . 
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lowed: the example of our catdc, and 
bathing made us forget our fatigues. 

When eur fires were lighted, part of 
our cattle rejoined us ; I was uneaiy on 
account of the reft though we heard them 
among the bufhes that furrounded us, 
doubtlefs feeking fomething to eat. At 
day-break they all returned except two, 
whom we never found; our he-goat like- 

wife wandered, but returned in the courfe 
of the day. 

On awaking in the morning I was 
extremely furpriled to find myfelf in a 
charming country which the darknefs of 
the night had prevented my difcovering. 
The river was not Wide, but the depth 
and quantity of its water gave a. delicious 
freihnefs to the air, running in number- 
lefs windings, and the borders covered with 
verdure 3 it was a long time fince I had 

met 
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niet with fo agreeable a fpot, the.cries^f 
prodigious quantities of partridges, and 
water-quail, were contrafted by that of a 
fpecies of ducks, herons, brown ftorks!, 
and flamingos, with which the river was 
covered. All my people entreated me ear- 
jieftly to flop here fome days ; I was eafily 
prevailed on, and pleafedthe propofal came 
£rom them. It was one of thofe agree- 
able fituations that prove the poets are not 
always above nature and truth in their 
dcfcriptions. The place where we had 
pafled the night was,^ notwithflandingy 
unfavourable, fome large rocks fheltering 
it too much,' and facilitating a furprife 
from the enemy ; in confequence of this, 
we conduced our. waggons and baggage 
to the middle of a fmall plain, to which 
the winding of the river gave the form of 
peninfula, and there fixed our camp. 

We had now travelled eighty leagues 
fince we left the plantation of the oegroe 

brothers. 
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brothers^ an idea may be formed of what 
we fuffered in fb long a march^ and how 
fbrvicable the fheep were I had procured 
from the Hottentots of Sneuw-berg, fincp 
which time we had met with no game, 
nor a iingle lake pure enough to be uied 
without precaution; all that we had pro^ 
cured being only drinkable whea boiled 
with tea or coffee^ to deftroy and difgwfe 
its malignant and nauciating qualities. 

The delightful fituation and plenty we 
enjoyed were not the only motives that 
Stained me on the banks of the Buffa^ 
ioes^river^ where I remained till the 
fourteenth^ which time was employed in 
repairing my waggons. They had given 
me uneafinefs fpme time, being (battered 
with the rough roads, and fhrunk with the 
fun till th^ would hardly hold together; 
the wheels. particularly wanted repair, the 
fpokcs being loofe in the nave; I had them 
leaked in water fome time before we at^- 
tempted to mend them. 

I topis 
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I tool^ a review of my coUeftion, 
which was in fome diforder, my birds 
being flowed in the chefts that had con- 
tained my tea, coffee, and fugar. As we 
ihould foon arrive more into the heart of 
the colonies, where I was determined not 
. to ftop a fingle moment that I could avoid, 
I purpofed to travel either by day or night 
as might be moft convenient, being per- 
fuaded we had nothing to fear frpm the 
Bojhis-'men^ 

On the fourteenth, we fet off at five 
o'clock in the evening, and marched till 
midnight, then halting at Matjes-fontein^ 
the iky was over-caft and threatened a 
ftorm^ which, however, we efcaped. The 
next day we paiTed Wet-Waater and flop^ 
pedat Conjiapeh, a very agreeable fituation, 
which a fcarcity of water forced the co- 
lonifts to abandon. 

Though the feafon was far advanced, 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



444 TRAVELS IN AFRICA* 

the fultry wpather continued, and we were 
forced to remain ina<3:ive during the ex- 
treme heat of the day, which incommod- 
ed us the more as we had no (hade to in- 
tercept the fcorching rays of the fun. — 
The weather prevented our 'hunting, 
neither had we any appetite for frefli or . 
fait meat ; my Hottentots flept during the 
day { I lived on the bifcuits prelented me 
by Dina, foaking them in goat*s milk, 
which I always took with pleafure ^ and 
would recommend all travellers, who may 
undertake fimilar journeys, to procure a 
number of thofe ufeful animals, who at- 
tach themfelves to man, follow without 
trouble, and need no dare; furnifliing him 
each day with agreeable and refrefhing 
nourifhment ; their wants are eafily fup- 
plied, fufFering drought a long time with- 
out their milk failing. 

On the fixteenth and feventeenth, after 

croffing Touws-rher, at fix leagues dif- 

• . tance. 
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tance, near Verkeerde-Valey^ we found a 
confiderable lake, with a fmall plantation, 
the mafter of which was abfent, and had 
left forae Hottentots to look after it. I 
here law a colonifl who had lately kft the 
Cape, he eafed my heart from a load that 
had long opprefled it, by informing me, 
that Mr. Boers's health was re-eftabliih~ 
ed, and that he was returned to Cape- 
town. 

I here met with feveral forts of birds, 
among others fome moor-hens like thofe 
of Europe. The neighbourhood of the 
lake furniflied us with fo many woodcocks, 
that we made them our ordinary food. 

There was a great many hogs in the 
plantation ; I bought one, but was obliged 
to fhoot it among the rufhes, for as I have 
before obferved, from the manner of breed- 
ing them, they become wild. I likewife 
procured fome flour„ to treat my people 

with 
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with bread, which they had not tailed 
fince our departure : Klaas'% wife prepiared 
it very well. I quitted Verkeefde Valey ori 
the twenty-^firft, and was now entering 
into 'another country, the Bake^Veldf 
(plain oijpring-bock) they might doubt- 
Icfs be found there fome time ago, but 
at prefent are not to be feen in any part 
of it. On the adjoining hills we difco-^ 
vered feveral habitations which we tried 
in vain to avoid, the farther we continued, 
the more frequent they became. We 
pafled that of Jan Pinar^ I refifted his 
entreaties to refrefh myfelf, and continued 
my way; all the inhabitaats, whether 
whites, Hottentots^ or negroes, ran to fee 
us linharnefs our cattle when we halted. 

' My beard appeared extraordinary in d 
country where there is neither capuchin, 
or jew ; frightened the women, and made 
the children run away. I had enough to 
do to anfwer queftions till eleven o'clock 

at 
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at night, when I retired three leagues fur- 
ther into a peaceful uninhabited fpbt ; but 
the news of my return had fpread, and at 
day-break twenty inhabitants of different 
fettlements gathered round my camp, fo 
that take what road I would, I could not 
efcape. They took pleafure in reciting a 
thoufand abfurdities on liiy account, each 
queftioil they afked appearing more ridicu- 
lous than the laft; publiihing that my 
waggons were loaded with gold duft, and 
precious ftones, found in rivers and un- 
known rocks • One of the credulous 
countrymen intreated me to (hew him a 
precious ftone, fuperior to the diamond, 
and large as an egg, which I had found 
on the head of an enormous ferpent I had 
killed. I repeat this to juftify what I 
have before advanced of the ftupid love of 
the marvellous which the colonifts give 
into. 

It was my intention to have ftayed 

qui^tlj* 
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quietly in the jplace I was till towards 
night, but the crowd increafing every mi- 
nute, I became impatient and departed 
immediately. It was in vain I attempted 
to pafs. three or four habitations in the 
road unnoticed, importunity followed me, 
and I had no refourcc but to profit by the 
darknefs, and hide myfclf like an out-!aw, 
at the foot of an enormous chain of moun- 
tains called Cloqf, on the limits of another 
country, named the Kooye-fand. 

This mountain appeared to me as an 
immenfe curtain, which misfortune had 
fpread before me ; and, as afrefli obftacle 
to redouble my vexations, it was neceflaiy 
to crofs it, or take a very long circuit, 
with which I was unacquainted : I had 
no longer the ardour I (hewed on my firft 
departure, nor the indefatigable courage 
which infpired me with impatience to take 
firft poffeflion of an unknown and curious 
country. I wJis now by turns depreffed 
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%j obftaclcs^ and dragged forward by 
fricndfliip j at length I determined to 
climb the mountain, the fteeps and hoU 
lows of which appealed fearful; it is not* 
withflanding th^ ordinary road of the 
colpnifts of that quarter, who rather run 
the rifk and danger of over-turning their 
carriages, than they will unite to make a 
proper rpad^ or at leaft to render it more 
paflable>-**a ftriking proof of their indo- 
lence^ 

I took diis trouble on myfelf> employ- 
ing all the day of the twenty-fourth in 
caiifing branches to be cut to fill up the 
hollows^ and in covering them with earthy 
ftones> and fand; our labour fucceeded; 
and on the twenty-fifth, in four hours, 
liianks to our necefiary precaution, and 
the trouble my men had willingly taken, 
we pafied the frightfiil precipice with lit-^ 
tie damage, being the laft we had to en- 
counter : this is called Mofier-^boek. 
. VoL.IL Gg We 
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pofite fide J&( the mo^ntain^ ami tlie next 
day iHxapped at ^ entiance of R^e-^Jcoufr 
Rear Ac ruiiis of t j^lantatioa which apw 
pcared to hare hem long aCi^iidoiiexL 

I tB&tk ^^ c&nftoA improperf / cilie^l 
Rcye^Jimd, (Redi-Caid), as I aierer &ir anjr 
ef that coloDr > ramarkatg, oa the coa^ 
tjnafy^ tiaC it was* pao-ticukrijr yseUovr* 

This' country produces great quantities 
idxmiii ditiiarvefteimywhettrpre&flrt--^ 
ing dke mo!f)t pia£ng i^iarances a£ plenty $ 
while \«ui(ws ftafyedbs, enriched with 
pfaDtTl3PtiKm9 ihaut ysb wtth oidbr other ca 
#]e cteooas td ikusation^ A«r oaetimdlf 
aiicffdiBgta plediog mnsty^ whi^ ftrikar 
the eye «mh ibme jsew charm* W«fi 
i^ hairing hun jaccvifoined for fixteeft 
iHonthB to ifae inoi» nagfsRic ftcaes of 
linciibivaliad «itn», Jtnd the ic^Msatd ami 
fr^<|uentfy d^taiy abodes io£ fingesr «»« 

trailed 
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i(fa^A| with the or^er and abundance which' 
iftow ptttshttd themfeltesy that made a livttf 
and ppwcrfui ijnpreffion on niy ralnd ?-^^ 
What ever might be the caiife, my admi-^ 
ration of this charming country was with- 
out boiindsv 

AH the ckinflefkai and romantic ide^s I 
•had fioariifiied, all the forrows I had ex- 
iperienced bn quitting the favages^ begail 
to gite way to calm reafon i which \\^hif- 
ipered that^ not born for an erraht pre-* 
carious life> I had obligations to fulfil^ 
and other beings to cherifh; the idea 
gained ftrehgth, and I fighed on a fcca-' 
pitulation of my former pleafurcs atfrf 
Cuftomsw Above alU fricndfhip decorated' 
in th^ mo^ delijghtful form, as it exifts in; 
delicate feeling fouls, appeared to call me 
With open afms^ Certain of finding Mr^ 
JBoerft at the Cape> each ftep that brought 
mc nearer infpired nle with rapture, which 
ihy people fincerely partook^ I was now 
G g 2 only 
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onty occupied with die pkafiire of tcdog 
iny fncodSf and embiacing tfac^ whonn 
my heart particularly diftingai(hed by tlot 
title. 

On tke twen^-fixth^ after efiaj^ing 
(if I may ufe the ezpieflion) fix habita* 
tioas which were ia the road, I croi^ 
the BreeJe^riveff (Wide river), and a 
league further the Waater^Fal, (Water- 
fall), andpailed fi>me faabitadons, whofe 
proprietors had, doubtlefsy long expeded 
me at the paflage, for they followed me 
like a curious beafl, nor quitted me till 
their curioiity was fully fatisfied. I pailed 
the Roye-fand^KIoof, (Valley of red ^d)^ 
die KJein-berg-^river^ (the little river of 
the mountains), and on the twenty-fe* 
venth, arrived at Swart^nd^ I ordcredmy 
horfes, which I had not rode fome time, 
to be faddled, and followed by my faith-^ 
fill Klaas^ leaving the curbus fpedtators 
about our waggons, went on before, and 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed that very night, the pleafure of 
reaching the hstbitation of my hoft, the 
good Slaber^ who had received me fo ge- 
neroiifly two years before, on my dreadful 
misfortune at the bay of Saldanba. 

I cannot exprefs the joy and furprife 
my arrival caufed in this honeft family; 
I was 4ine:3tpe€ted ^ my per£»i ^was altered $ 
the relations they had received at the Cape 
i©f .the dangers I had encountered having 
rendered my death fo probable, that th^ 
were at firft almoft afraid of my approach* 
The women particularly made, war againft 
my beard ; for fbme time it had been ufe« 
Icfs, confequently inconvenient; Mitje 
Slaber^ the youngefl daughter of my hoft, 
profered to rid me of it ; I placed myfelf 
at her feet, offering my beard in facrifice. 

I difpatched Klaas to Mr, Boers in>- 

mediately, to inform him of my return, 

^nding him at the fame time two fmall 

9%Z Jieen 
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fiten^kock^ and fbme partridges I had ftot 
by the ^^y. The next day I received the 
congratulations of my friend, and two of 
bis beft horfes, with an eameft defire to 
return to the C^pe as speedily as poffible* 

My people, whom I had left with the 
waggons, arrived the fame day ; the hour 
of reparation approached^ and we mutu->« 
ally forgot our former difagr^mente i fome 
fighed, ethers fhed tears, nor could I re^ 
tain mine. We confoled each other with 
the idea of another journey, if circum«^ 
ftances fhould be favourable, I difbi*- 
buted among thefe faithful companions of 
py dangers^ all the tS^Q(& which would 
be of no particular. fervice to me at the 
town; adding, my linen, and all my 
cloaths, referving only what I had on. 
I entreated two of my Hotfentots to flay 
fome days at Siabers to take care of my 
horfcs and goats, and likewife thofe cattle 
who being fick or ufclefs, I fhould leave 

tiU 
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tin further orders i I gave a rendezvous 
to the reft at Mr. Boersr's, and, attended by 
Klaas on horfdbzck, that fame night 
readied the Cape, and enjoyed the plea^ 
iure of cla/ping in my arms my benefiidlor 
And friend, whom I had feared ncircir 
more to fee. 

My waggons arrived the fecoijd of April, 
ft was now I could more completely re- 
compenfe my faithfuj fervants and pay 
their wages, they were impatient to join 
their families ; J held out my hand to 
Klaas ^ who was loath to quit me : as his 
Hoord was not fo diftant as thofe pf the 
reft, whom I had difcharged, I defircd 
him to come and fee me often, promiiiog 
him ever the fame favour^ confidence, and 
friend(hip; particularly aiTuri^g him, I 
(hould not remain long at the Cape, and 
ihould depend on him in any new enter- 
prize : it was what he wiflied, a hope that 
(TQiintprbalanced his grief. J could not 
9Z ^ fee 
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fee him depart without an emotion an4 
concern which even the crowds that vi^ 
fited me at Mr. Boers's, could not difpel, 
fome of whom were attracted by friend- 
ihip, but the greater number by an eager 
dcfire to fatisfy their ardent curiofity. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

G I R A F E a 

AS I only met with* the male and fe- 
male Girafe in my fecond travels, 
it may appear irregular to have placed 
diem at the end of this volume, but was 
conftrained to it by/ felicitations and im- 
portunity I ought to regard as conmiands* 

For an explanation to Ae two plates, I 
muR: add a fketch of the animals they 
reprefent, referving a more particular de- 
fcription for the place to which it natu- 
rally appertains. 

The Girafe has been differently fpoken 
of 5 yet, notwithftanding the elegant and 
Scientific diflertations on the fubjedl, a 

proper 
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proper idea has not been given, of Its 
configuration^ •manners, temper, or or-» 1 
ganization. 

If, among the known quadrupeds, prc-f 

cedcnce was to be allowed from height, 

^e Girafe might rank in the firft clafs : 

the -malci which- 1 have in my cabinet, 

and from which the plate is taken, mea* 

iured, when I Q^ot it, iixteen feet four 

inches, from the hoof %q the end of tb& 

|)oms, or fhoots i I ufe both ^ppd^tion^ 

tp make myfelf underilood, tlwugh both 

are equally improper, the Girafe having 

peither horns nor fhoots, but between the 

cars, on the highei| part of the head, rife^ 

peipeiidicularly and parallel to each other, 

two parts of the fcuD, which, without 

^ny folution pf continuity, lengthen to th§ 

height of eight or nii^e inches, terminat-^ 

jng by a convexity, which is ornamented 

with a rim, feyejral lines wide^ of ftreight, 

briily hair« 

fht female is generally Iqwer than the 
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male; that repfefented in the plate mea-* 
faring only thirteen feet ten inches, wa« 
certainly at its full growth, ^s the incifdres 
were much worn. 

From the numbers of thefe animals J^ 
have feen and killed, I may eftablifh for a 
certain rule, that the males are ufually 
about fifteen or fixteen feet high, -and the 
females thirteen or fourteen. 

Should my one judge of the ftrength 
and bulk of this animal from its height, 
they woudd be ftrangely ijiiftakcn, aa it 
may be faid to have ohly neck and legs ; 
perfons accuftomed to the $ght of Euro^ 
pean quadrupeds, will find no proportion 
between a height of fixteen feet, and a 
length of (even, from the breaft to the 
tail. 

Another deformity, if I may call it one. 
Is the cont|^ft between the anterior and 

pofterior 
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poilerior parts ; the firft is of a coniider-' 
«ble tl^icknefs towards the fhoulders, hat 
the latter {o lank and thin, that they 
fcarcely appear to belong tq each other. 

Travellers and naturalifts, in fpeaking 

of the Girafe, agree in allo\Ying thp hind 

, legs but half the length of the fore gnes ; 

but, Jiad they ever feen the animal ? if fb, 

furely they never confidered it attentively. 

An Italian author (who certainly never 
faw it) has engraven, at Venice, in a work 
entitled DefcriziQni degli Animalu 1771 9 
i figure exadly chalked from thoie ac- 
counts which have been publiOied ; an 
axa6:itude that renders it ridiculous, and 
may be looked on as a keen criticifm from 
the Italian author, on all the defcriptions 
that have been printied and repeated till 
the prefent time. 

Among the moderns, the moft faithful 
engraving is that of DoiStor Allam|n, from 
|he defign of Mr, Gordon. 

^ong 
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Among the ancients the moft cxaft 
defcription is that of Gilius^ who fays^ 
^* The legs of the Girafe are ©f an equal 
•* length, but the fore thighs are longer 
** than thqfe behind ; fo that the back of 
** the animal is flopped like the roof of 
*' a houfe," If, by die fpre thighs Gilius 
meant the omoplate or fhoulder blade, his • 
affertion is juft, and I am of the fame 
opinion. 

It is not thus we read in Heliodorus, 
if wc underftand it is the Girafe which he 
has fpoken of, when he allows the head 
of that animal to be but double the fize 
of the head of an oftrich, or mufl. con- 
clude, that, in the lapfe of time, nature 
has undergone great variation in one or 
other of the two fpecies. 

The homs being adherent, as T have 
before faid, and a part of the fcuU can 
never be ihed. They are not folid like 
thofe of the deer, nor of a matter analo- 
gous 
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gjDUs^ to thofe 0^ the inc^ yet lefs are Acf 
^^e^po&d of re^unitcd hair, ai BufFon hzi 
$B»tpTKdf but fimply of a bony fubAancci 
4iv^d hym infinity of pores* as all bone* 
tr^i the whole length of them is cover- 
Id ^ith a (horU thick hair^ which does not 
atall reiemble the tufted down on thofe 
of ith« roe-buck^ or deer* 

The plates placed in the works of M» 
de M. M. Buffon and Vofmar, are in ge* 
^eral defe^ive; the horns of thofe are 
«oded in a jwint^ which is contrary to 
tbruthy and inftead of ccmduding the main 
at the ihoulder it is prolonged to the tail, 
a miilake wbich> joined to a number of 
others, degrade and render uielefs to 
fcience thefe repfeicntations undefervedly 
credited from the reputation of their aii'* 
thors. 

r 

The male and female Girafe are fpotted 
equally; yet, exclufive of their hei^ht^ 
they are eafily diftinguiihed from each 

other ; 
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othrt-; the male k of a ligHt ^fcy, fpotted 
with a dark browoV apprcoebingt^ black r 
ti>e female n likewife grey, yfith fallow 
Coloured fpots, which render her.ttot fo 
marking. The young males are fpotted 
like their dams, tut grow darker as they 
advance in ^e and growth. 

Thefc quadrupeds feed on the leaves of 
trees, and, in preference, on thofe of a 
mmo/a^ common in a cajiton which they 
frcqueat-f Grafs is alfo a part of their 
alimcat, without it being necef&ry for 
them to icneel down to gra;se or drink, as 
fome havie faid* They often lay dowa 
to ruminate or deep which occafions a 
c»nfidcrablc callofity in the llernoa, and^ 
Hkewife, the knees to be crowned. 

If Mtairc had indued the Girafe with 
an iraiible temper, it would have had 
much reafon for complaint, as its means 
of attack and defence are very trifling;, 
but this animal is of a peaceful and timor- 
ous 
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ous temper^ ihuns danger^ and trots ^ 
rery quick» that^ in the chace, a good 
horfe finds a difficulty in keeping paott 
with it. 

It has been iaid^ that it hasnotftfength 
to defend itfelf ; notwithflanding> I ktaow 
pzh all doubt, that, by its kick,it wearies^ 
difcourage^, and diftances the lion^ I 
never faw them ufe their horns on any 
occaiion, and they might be looked on as 
ufelefs, were it poffible to doubt the wif-i 
dow and precaution which nature knows 
how to employ, though fhe does not al* 
ways let us perceive her motives. 

1 thought it ilecefikiy to accompany 
thefe two figures, which I gave at the 
earnefl defire of fome that entreated it, by 
a flight defcripHon, Which may facilitl^te 
the examination ; but it will be eafily be- 
lieved, that I have not find everj^ thing that 
is neceflary on this extraordinary animals 

F I N I S. w 
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